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Satire News

Mark Saporta,
Political Correspondent Emeritus

WASHINGTON D.C, JANUARY 20, 
2021—Three months after his landslide 
victory over Republican incumbent Mike 
Pence, Kanye West was inaugurated today 
as the 47th President of the United States. 
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter was also inau-
gurated as the 49th and first female Vice 
President of the United States, succeeding 
incumbent VP Martin Shkreli.

The inauguration, a raucous affair fea-
turing musical performances not only by 
many of the President’s former colleagues 
but also by the President himself, was 
described by attendee Nicholas Rauen as 
“the official return of the dankest time-
line.” In a notable departure from tradi-

tion, West put a beat behind his inaugu-
ration speech; the speech will reportedly 
be one of the tracks on West’s upcoming 
concept album Commander-in-Chief.

When asked for comment immediate-
ly following the event, President West 
reportedly said that he was “...just so 
appreciative of [his] beautiful wife Kim 
Kardashian and [their] daughter North 
for standing by me during this difficult 
campaign.” First Lady Kardashian was 
unavailable for comment, as she was busy 
liveblogging the event on several social 
media sites.

Now that he is officially in office, Pres-
ident West plans to appoint Malcolm J. 
“Mac Miller” McCormick as Chief of Staff, 
Shawn “Jay Z” Carter as Secretary of State, 
Marshall “Eminem” Mathers as Secretary 
of Defense, and Tauheed “2 Chainz” Epps 

as Treasury Secretary. The newly Dem-
ocrat-controlled Senate is expected to 
confirm all of President West’s nominees 
in short order, and, in an ironic twist, for-
mer Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s 
2017 deployment of the “nuclear option” 
means that the Republicans will be unable 
to filibuster any of West’s appointments. 
However, the seemingly nepotistic ap-
pointment of the Vice President’s husband 
as Secretary of State has even some Dem-
ocratic commentators worried.

President West’s policy positions are 
still unclear, but he is likely to follow up 
on his signature campaign promise to 
decrease the influence of the executive 
branch in response to the abuse-of-pow-
er scandals of the Trump administration. 
The coalition that propelled him to office 
will expect him to act in accordance with 
his campaign slogan: “No one man should 
have all this power.” 

Other potential policy priorities are 
the creation of a strategic bass reserve, 
a broad-based crackdown on gold dig-
gers, the adoption of a new redistributive 
economic program through which the 
wealthy will flick stacks of high-denomi-
nation bills at the poor, and immigration 
reform.

At press time, Insane Clown Posse 
frontmen Violent J and Shaggy 2 Dope 
were reportedly considering a joint Presi-
dential run in 2024.
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Manet Nelson,
Getting Swole Correspondent

Two empty cardboard boxes were left 
in a hallway of Mudge House this Sun-
day, one of which was positioned with 
its inspirational messages relegated 
to the sides so that the logo and URL of 
the box’s origin, Bodybuilding.com, was 
prominently displayed on the top. Most 
noticeably, the boxes were left just out-
side the dorm room of the student who 
had ordered something from Bodybuild-
ing.com, rather than next to the trash 
cans on the other end of the corridor. 

“It’s not that I’m too lazy to walk down 

to the other side of the hallway,” said the 
freshman, who would prefer to remain 
anonymous but who has a one-in-three 
chance of being named Mike. “I really 
want everyone on our floor to know that 
someone in our suite is totally sticking to 
his New Year’s resolutions this year. And 
you’ll all know it’s me when I start look-
ing absolutely jacked.”

The freshman declined to comment 
when asked whether he carried or carted 
the box’s heavy contents from the Cohon 
Center to Mudge. 
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Freshman Wants Floormates to Know He’s 
Fulfilling Fitness-Related 2017 Resolutions

Ben & Jerry's to Debut CMU-themed Frozen 
Yogurt Flavor "Stress Culture"

Mark Saporta,
Esoteric Dessert Corrspondeent

According to a leaked memo from up-
per management, boutique ice-cream 
maker Ben & Jerry's is expecting to intro-
duce "Stress Culture," a CMU-themed new 
flavor of frozen yogurt, to American mar-
kets this spring. 

Supposedly, "Stress Culture" will con-
tain ingredients representing a wide 
swath of the CMU collegiate experience. 
Its base will be coffee-flavored yogurt, 
representing the late, caffeine-fueled 
nights that keep CMU students exhausted 
and cranky. Mixed in will be mint-flavored 
"silicon chips" in homage to CMU's CS pro-

gram, as well as thin cylindrical chocolate 
"wires"  in tribute to CIT. Naturally there 
are also several other ingredients mixed 
in, but nobody outside of CMU students 
themselves will ever realize they're there.

The most intriguing thing about "Stress 
Culture," though, is its appearance. The 
food scientists at Ben & Jerry's have en-
gineered the flavor to reflect light at the 
same intensity as a computer monitor, 
simulating how, whether they're coding,  
writing papers, or simply binge-watching 
Fullmetal Alchemist: Brotherhood, CMU 
students stare at their computers pretty 
much all hours of the day.

Shortly after the news was leaked, 
CMU President Subra Suresh issued the 
following statement:

"We truly appreciate Ben & Jerry's 
honoring our school by theming a flavor 
of frozen yogurt after us. It sounds like 
it's going to be delicious, too. However, I 
would like to push back on the notion that 
CMU is most notable for how stressful it 
is. It's not thaaaaat stressful, right guys? 
Like, nobody's coding for seventy hours a 
week or anything, right? 

Wait, they are? 
...Oh. 
Huh, 
Well, anyway, thanks to Ben & Jerry's 

for the name-drop. Suresh out."
At press time, rumors have emerged 

that Haagen-Dazs also plans to release a 
CMU-themed flavor, tentatively named 
"Walking to the Freezer."

EMT Curious About Quality of Beer
Manet Nelson,
Hippocratic Oath Correspondent

Mike Kruckel, an emergency medical 
technician responding to the apparent 
alcohol poisoning of a female freshman 
on Thursday, reportedly wanted to know 
if the illegally ingested beer responsible 
for messing up Sally Fitzsimmons, 18 
was “any good.” As Sally drifted in and 
out of consciousness, the officer posited 
“So what kind of beer was it, Sally, any-

thing good? White beer, IPA, lager?” At 
the time of this incident, Sally was too 
incapacitated to answer Mr. Kruckel’s 
question, but sources suggest that sev-
eral cans of low-quality warm Natural 
Light beer were most likely responsible 
for her stupor.

During a brief spurt of consciousness, 
Sally wondered if the nature of Pennsyl-
vania’s amnesty law could prevent her 
legal guardians from finding out about 
the incident. She was informed that they 

would receive the hospital bill. At press 
time, sources close to Sally have con-
firmed that the beer did not kill her, but 
“her parents probably will.”



3

readme | January 2017

Daniel Bork,
Celebrepocalypse Correspondent

Numerous sources are reporting that, 
tragically, 2017 has already begun its run 
at 2016’s unprecedented celebrity body 
count, as beloved English singer-song-
writer David Bowie has died, again. Ac-
cording to the New York Times report, 
the reanimated corpse of Mr. Bowie, 
69+1, was spotted by security guards at 
approximately 7:30 A.M. Friday morning 
attempting to shamble over the White 
House lawn security fence. Defying its 
apparent uncoordination and advanced 
state of decomposition, the iconic undead 
creature then performed a complicat-
ed end run around security personnel 
on the North Lawn, taking advantage 
of the fetid stench of its rotting flesh to 
ward off canine units and open up gaps 
in surveillance coverage. Upon reaching 
the North Portico, the then-former Mr. 
Bowie, dressed in a nightgown and gauze 
blindfold resembling those worn in the 
video for his recent hit single “Lazarus,” 
proceeded to set up a series of bat-
tery-powered stage lights, which flashed 
in dazzling unison as the trespassing 
ex-Englishman was finally gunned down 
by Secret Service agents.

“I thought it went over pretty well when 
I died of liver cancer at the beginning of 
2016,” explained the recently re-deceased 
in an exclusive interview with Readme, 
“but, this year, I thought I’d do something 
with a little more pizzazz. Something that 
tells you that 2017 is really a year you can 
get excited about. I know there were a lot 
of complaints about that last year, that 
after my first death, it was all downhill 
from there. And...sorry, excuse me for a 
moment,” paused the noted serial corpse, 
manually readjusting its deteriorated 
facial muscles into a crude facsimile of a 
contemplative frown. “It really breaks my 
heart to see my fans disappointed about 
the insufficiency of my demise. Metaphor-
ically, that is. Literally, my heart is actu-
ally the healthiest remaining major organ 
in my cadaver, and the power of vision 
departed my vacant sockets at least 3/5 
deaths ago.”

White House personnel reacted am-

bivalently to the episode; while mortified 
by the apparent security breach, many 
respondents seemed to appreciate Dead 
Bowie’s choice of the Executive Mansion 
as a promotional venue despite the po-
tentially ominous connotations of his ex-
tensive putrefaction. Senior Counselor to 
the President Steve Bannon, for instance, 
observed that “we were really worried 
about the lack of star power at the Inaugu-
ration, but Bowie really came through for 
us, regardless of how the vultures circled 
overhead for hours afterwards and the 
screams of the burning damned threat-
ened to drown out President Trump’s ad-
dress. We at the Trump Administration 
welcome the contributions of all types 
of carnage, including both American and 
British, to the ascension of our regime. 
And, from a personal standpoint,” con-
tinued Mr. Bannon, pausing to adjust his 
Ziggy Stardust t-shirt and wipe stage 
makeup from his pallid, clammy face, “as 
an undead creature myself, I’m a big fan. 
I consider this a real step forward for the 
rights of all unrepentant sinners and atro-
cious net-negative human beings, such 
as myself, worldwide.” President Trump 
himself could not be reached for com-
ment, as he had become trapped on the 
steps of the US Capitol after much of the 
National Mall suddenly descended into a 
boiling lake of fire. At press time, White 
House Press Secretary Sean Spicer had re-
leased an official statement that affirmed 
that everything in “the hottest inaugu-
ration of all time” was going to plan, and 
that the rash of earthquakes associated 
with the geologic upheaval were “exactly 
what the American people need to shake 
up Washington.”

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
4:30 pm Fridays

in UC 316
Email rin@cmu.edu

for more information
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The Real Reason why CMU Broke            
Another Water Main
 
Following the breaking of a water main 
under at CMU that turned The Cut into the 
River Styx, construction risk insurance 
companies have now blacklisted CMU. But 
why was yet another water main broken 
in the first place? Simple: it turns out that 
as part of the Iran-Contra Scandal during 
the Reagan Administration, General Oliver 
North stored the transfer numbers of the 
ayatollahs’ $400 million payments for arms 
sales on floppy drives and buried them 
under CMU when the Iran-Contra scandal 
broke. CMU however is missing 1986 flop-
py drives in its technological collection, so 
has sought to recover them at any cost. 
(NOTE: although it may seem that this 
story was lifted from an American Dad 
episode. in truth Seth MacFarlane heard a 
similar story and decided to adapt it for his 
show. )

National Whipped Cream Shortage 
Continues; readme Squanders Whipped 
Cream on Waffles
 
Following the tragically fatal large explo-
sion at one of the nation’s three processing 
facilities for nitrous oxide (a.k.a. laughing 
gas, though this is not a funny matter) 
processing—which is an essential step in 
the creation of Reddi Whip—the nation’s 
shortage of whip cream continues. But 
readme has plenty. And we’re using it on 
our waffles. They’re delicious!

David Bowie Dies Again to 
Kick Off 2017
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Goings-On The Pictures
2017 Multicultural Formal
1/27/2017 8:00 PM to 11:45 PM
UC - Rangos 2 and 3

Chinese New Year Extravaganza
1/27/2017 10:00 PM to 11:45 PM
UC - Kirr Commons

Service Saturday - Organizing Donations 
with Goodwill
1/28/2017 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM

If you would like your event here,
email the editor at rin@cmu.edu!

NOT A SINGLE MOVIE WAS HAD THAT DAY

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

    EMTs:   Rin Fair, Mark Saporta, and Spencer Early

     Drunk Freshmen:   Ben Kaplan, Céline Delaunay, Michael Quinn, Skye Toor, Nick Rauen, Daniel Bork, Cam Wong, and introducing Manet Nelson!

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny. And free. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do I get it?   readme is left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email rin@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, copy staff, layout designers, and jobs. 
     And remember: To err is human, to get swole divine
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Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. 
Tickets are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are 
available 30min before each showtime outside 
McConomy.


