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Satire News

Daniel Bork,
Two Small Children Attempting to Enter  

     an R-Rated Film

A breaking exposé from the New York 
Times suggests that, as a result of today’s 
decentralized and increasingly social me-
dia-focused journalistic climate, it may in 
some cases no longer be possible to de-
termine whether a given Internet poster 
is, indeed, human, rather than merely a 
dozen or so mutually antagonistic dogs 
crammed together into a badly-tailored 
human costume and forced to make col-
lective decisions by majority vote. This es-
pecially chilling development in the “post-
truth” era of international politics comes 

amidst widespread concerns about so-
called “fake news,” both dog-sourced and 
otherwise, and some speculate that it may 
only accelerate the trend, as news pieces 
will now likely be attacked not only as bi-
ased or nonfactual but as connivances of a 
sinister canine coterie.

One prominent American figure inter-
viewed last October, who spoke with re-
adme on condition of anonymity for fear 
of hiring discrimination, confessed to be-
ing little more than a poorly prefabricated 
pastiche of human skin stitched together 
over a core of about 12 dogs. “I used to 
be pretty good at hiding it, back when I 
was just puppies,” the personage sighed, 
pawing anxiously at its hypodermis. 
“But as my constituent dogs grew up, my 
flesh-disguise started bulging and sag-
ging all over the place and took on a sickly, 
jaundiced hue. And several of my com-
ponents are terriers that always accuse 
the others of vote rigging. Everyone yaps 
so loudly that it overwhelms our reason, 
and I start doing and saying crazy things.” 
“Woof,” they added dejectedly.

“But when I’m on Twitter, nobody no-
tices that some statements come from the 
Airedale and others are obviously one of 
the Chihuahuas. It’s like I wasn’t even a 
dozen dogs, crudely bound by the vaga-
ries of fate and trapped together in this 
meat-prison despite few coherent polit-
ical thoughts,” intoned the figure wist-
fully, as three variegated paws tapped 
out a blistering attack on House Speaker 
Paul Ryan. “And it’s much easier to talk 
to foreign counterparts this way, without 
worrying about letting slip a stray Yorkie 

onto the tarmac in a Moscow airport just 
when you thought you’d fooled Vlad…,” it 
whimpered, its pelt writhing disjointedly 
in a sort of collective shudder. “He looked 
so...hungry...”

Though the Internet may give free rein 
to the newly unleashed canine cabals, 
the expert consensus remains that it is 
typically possible to determine whether 
a meatspace person is really little more 
than a diaphanous integument stretched 
dangerously over a tumultuous mael-
strom of dogs. Noted non-canid and celeb-
rity statistician Nate Silver, for instance, 
noted that “usually, when you meet some-
one in person, you can typically guess by 
smell alone within a margin of 2 or so of 
how many dogs they are. It’s pretty im-
plausible to imagine that someone could 
be as many as 12 dogs and get away with 
it in real life. However,” he equivocated, 
scratching his husk with one of his hind 
legs, “larger polling errors have happened 
before.” Though our interviewer could not 
be reached to obtain further comment, by 
press time most people had realized that, 
you know, the thought that most public 
figures are probably really just bunches 
of dogs is actually a lot better than the al-
ternative.

11 or fewer dogs: Free

12 or more dogs: $3

Report: On the Internet, No One Knows 
You’re 12 Dogs in an Ill-Fitting Human Suit
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Rin Fair,
Better Than You

Remember all that work you had back 
in high school? Remember how you 
thought that was the worst it would ever 
be, if you could only get through this one 

last year with Mrs. Martin the evil En-
glish teacher you would be free?

Well, now you’re at CMU, mother-
fucker. Who has the most work? Clear-
ly Dietrich students have more time on 
their hands; they don’t even know what 
work is. ECEs are the real victims of CMU 

stress culture. Let’s shame everyone 
who isn’t a STEM major.

But you know what? All that work in 
high school? Yeah. You were right. It was 
the worst thing ever. And your poor sis-
ter Evelyn who’s still struggling away 
under the cruel tyranny of Dean Hay-
good has it much worse than you do, so 
shut up and stop complaining.

Dietrich, CS, CIT, CFA, we’re all equal 
in our lackadaisical slackery next to Eve-
lyn. You get 4 hours of sleep a night? Well, 
she gets 3. You’ve been sick for 6 of the 15 
weeks of the semester? She’s been sick 
for 9. Your professor doesn’t teach what’s 
on the homework? Well her teacher pulls 
out a ruler to measure the length of her 
skirt. Suck it, Mark.

So just accept that everyone at CMU 
works hard and stop comparing between 
majors. No one can even hold a candle to 
Evelyn. She has straight A’s and is head 
cheerleader on top of that. Ok? Ok.
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Why your sister in high school has it worse 
than you: Holiday conversation starters

On Interacting With Children

Céline Delaunay
Moderate Annoyances Correspondent

In the recent past, and possibly even 
before that, it has been brought to our 
attention that these small humanoid 
creatures called ‘children’ have begun to 
emerge. Although we have found them to 
be non-hostile beings, they can become 
quite petulant and prone to fit-throwing. 

It is therefore imperative that proper 
forms of communication be learned.  

Much like humans, children can only 
hear within a certain register. It is a reg-
ister within our own audible register but 
higher pitched than our voices are natu-
rally accustomed to speaking at. In or-
der to practice speaking in this register, 
we recommend that one call on an ani-
mal-loving neighbor or make a trip to the 
local pound in order to speak to cute pets. 

Much like pets, children must be remind-
ed of their cuteness and diminutive size 
at every occasion. They are unaware oth-
erwise. Furthermore, due to their height-
challenged-ness, they must be spoken to 
at eye level. It is suggested that one stoop 
down to talk to them as their little ears 
cannot hear anything more than a foot 
from their heads.

For unknown reasons, children are 
extremely sensitive to information re-
garding nontraditional lifestyles and sex-
ual deviance. They must be shielded from 
exposure to trans, queer, or otherwise 
nonconformist persons, lest they become 
confused by the existence of diversity and 
agency. The good news is, children seem 
to be excellent receptacles for a parent’s 
ideology and are proficient in parroting 
back contextless opinions.

If you encounter one such creature in 
the wild, remember to follow these pre-
cautions. Happy hunting!
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Mark Saporta,
Making Elaborate Thinkpieces Always

In an event that will surely go down 
in archaeosatirical history, readme was 
stunned earlier this week to discover a 
primary-source document in perfect con-
dition that seemed to indicate that the 
newspaper was originally to be called 
“Funyun.”

Dated May 1999, the document pre-
cedes all known issues of readme by 
over a year, suggesting that it was writ-
ten when readme was barely even in its 
planning stages. Further confirmation of 
its vast age comes through several photo-
graphs included in the document, which, 
in the ancient tradition, were clearly tak-
en by wielding a device known as a “digi-
tal camera.”

Almost immediately after uncover-
ing the primary source, readme’s foren-
sic team set to work decoding why the 
earliest members of readme may have 
called the publication “Funyun.” Head of 
forensics and current Editor-in-Chef Rin 
Fair*** had this to say about the matter:

“While there’s obviously still a lot of 
work to be done yet to try to understand 
the archaic, almost completely meme- and 
irony-free language from this new docu-
ment, we believe we may understand why 
‘Funyun’ would have seemed to these by-
gone people like a logical name for a satir-
ical newspaper. We have evidence of two 
contemporaneous artifacts that are simi-

larly named: a professional satire website 
named ‘The Onion,’ and a brand of fake 
onion-ring snacks called ‘Funyuns.’ Now, 
believe it or not, modern wordplay like 
portmanteau and puns have been around 
a lot longer than you might think. We 
think that, in a rather clever and self-dep-
recating manner, the founders of readme 
planned to call their publication ‘Funyun’ 
because the snack both has a name that 
rhymes with ‘Onion’ and is, essentially, a 
fake onion. Moreover, we have reason to 
believe that, in some way, ‘Funyun’ was 
an inherently funny word in their culture. 
They were essentially saying that the pa-
per is a fake ‘The Onion’ in a humorous 
way. Either that, or it’s a sex joke. We’re 
not entirely sure.”

Like all of his readme co-contributors, 
your correspondent is delighted about 
the discovery of this new document, and 
wishes the forensic team best of luck in 
gleaning all the information from this im-
portant historical find as they can.

*** Hey Rin, look who’s over here taking 
the high road! Betcha feel bad about calling me 
Fuckboi Curtis now, huh? HUH?! HUUUH?!

Whatever. It’s not like I really care what you 
think about me anyway. Why should I?

...Baka.

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
4:30 pm Fridays

in UC 316
Email rin@cmu.edu

for more information

Cool Holiday 
Crafts 

Projects 
You Can 

Make With 
The Tartan

Festive paper chain

Homemade toilet paper

Little circles to line a cupcake pan

Blank paper to print readmes on

Kilt

Ransom note

A letter written in invisible ink

Crumpled paper ball snowmen

Kindling for your chestnut roasting

A newspaper

...Origami :(

...you can put your fish and chips on 
it...I don’t know if anybody will get 
that.

Uh...what is it...stream of conscious-
ness. William Faulkner.

Mark...

OKAY THERE WE DID IT

readme Unearths Document 
Showing its Potential Name 
Was “Funyun”
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Goings-On The Pictures

EXAMS

CRYING

PRESENTS

If you would like your event here,
email the editor at rin@cmu.edu!

Student Choice Film Weekend

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

    College students:  Rin Fair, Mark Saporta, and Spencer Early

     High schoolers:   Ben Kaplan, Céline Delaunay, Janine Louie, Apratim Vidyarthi, Michael Quinn, Skye Toor, Nick Rauen, Daniel Bork, Cam Wong

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny. And free. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do I get it?   readme is left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email rin@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, copy staff, layout designers, and jobs. 
     And remember: you can’t spell “Funyun” without “unyu!”
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Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. 
Tickets are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are 
available 30min before each showtime outside 
McConomy.


