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Satire News

Mark Saporta,
Counterfactual Correspondent

To widespread popular acclaim, be-
loved alternate history author I. T. T. Line 
released his third and most detailed work 
to date earlier this week. Titled Make 
America Great Again, the novel delves into 
a thorough examination of an alternate 
2016 election in which businessman Don-
ald J. Trump defeats Hillary Clinton and 
becomes the 45th President of the United 
States.

The real 2016 election was, of course, a 
subdued affair. After attaining a massive 
early financial lead, Jeb Bush steamrolled 
his primary opponents and was a lock for 
the Republican nomination by February. 
For her part, Hillary Clinton ran nearly 
unopposed for the Democratic nomina-
tion, easily winning every state. The gen-

eral election was then relatively genteel 
and policy-focused, in contrast to the vi-
cious elections of the last twenty years, 
and Clinton/Booker defeated Bush/Walk-
er by a comfortable margin of four points.

In Make America Great Again, Line 
asks readers to consider a completely 
different and in some ways diametrical-
ly opposed reality. In his book, the Re-
publican primary is thrown into chaos 
as Trump bombastically joins the fray in 
the summer of 2015. Starting from his an-
nouncement speech, he publicly shows no 
regard for consistent and feasible policy 
positions, the well-being of anyone who 
isn’t a white male, or even basic human 
decency itself. Nonetheless, he rises and 
rises in the polls, running roughshod over 
a slate of candidates from across the Re-
publican spectrum and a party apparatus 
that can’t seem to muster a defense. In the 
meantime, Clinton finds herself in an un-

expectedly difficult race against an unex-
pected opponent: 73-year-old democratic 
socialist Bernie Sanders.

The action only continues once both 
Clinton and Trump are officially nom-
inated, with the former facing down a 
persistent scandal concerning proper 
handling of classified material and the 
latter lurching from massive gaffe to mas-
sive gaffe (without spoiling too much, it is 
worth mentioning that the words “grab 
them by the pussy” feature near the end 
of the book). Despite three clear debate 
victories, a far superior campaign, and the 
wholehearted support of the increasingly 
popular sitting president, Clinton’s early 
lead tightens to three points by November.

Finally, in the climax of the novel, Trump 
defies the expectations of pollsters, politi-
cians, and the media alike by pulling off a 
small but solid Electoral College lead and 
nearly tying the popular vote. The book 
ends with his victory speech early on No-
vember 9th, deliberately leaving the read-
er uncertain about what’s next for this al-
ternate America.

Naturally, this timeline is incredibly 
implausible; Line admits as much in the 
preface. Nevertheless, Make America 
Great Again is an excellent read for any-
one looking for in-depth alternate history, 
a view into the dark depths of the Amer-
ican psyche, or even just a good political 
thriller.

Mark’s Review: 4.5/5 
Highly Recommended
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New Alternate History Novel Debuts in 
which Donald Trump Wins 2016 Election



Cam Wong
Hardest Class OMG Correspondent

A student was found near-comatose 
and spouting gibberish on the steps of 
Porter Hall earlier this week. When re-
vived and questioned by student health 
services, the student’s only response was 
“sources… more sources…” followed by 
broken sobbing and incoherent scream-
ing. This continued for several minutes, 
as the student became more and more 

agitated until caretakers were able to 
provide citations to several contempo-
rary research articles on the effect of so-
cial media on the Dakota Access Pipeline.

Witnesses claim that the victim 
seemed to enter a state of blind panic 
upon seeing a political rally sign while 
entering the Gates-Hillman Center, caus-
ing them to begin hyperventilating be-
fore rushing out into the night and being 
found outside by campus police. The stu-
dent, who has elected to remain anony-

mous, has been confined to their dorm 
room with minimal access to any social 
media that might trigger another attack.

Investigators say this is only the most 
recent of many such incidents relating 
to a as-of-yet unknown cause, current-
ly labeled as “76-101”. Incidents range 
from outbursts in dorm rooms to sud-
den unexplained nausea attacks while in 
class to, in dire cases, collapses between 
classes. The precise cause can vary from 
incident to incident. One student report-
ed a sudden feeling of dread (much like 
a heart attack) when overhearing a by-
stander mention the word “eleven” while 
discussing a math problem.

Campus reports show that these at-
tacks are not just limited to freshmen, 
but can in rare cases cause significant 
distress in sophomores as well. First-re-
sponders and student health officials 
urge campus residents to be aware of the 
dangers, and to report any case of 76-101 
they may encounter.

readme | November 2016

cmureadme.com2

Freshman Sent into Despair over Looming 
Research Paper

Report: aaaaaaaaaaa
Daaaaaaaaaaaniel Bork

According to a late-breaking series 
of reports following the results of Tues-
day’s presidential election, aaaaaaaaaaa. 
Commenting on the unexpectedly large 
electoral college margin of victory for 
the Republican candidate despite re-
ceiving fewer popular votes, Democratic 
campaign chair John Podesta observed 
“aaaaaaaaaaa.” As the election’s result be-
came clear early Wednesday morning, the 
Democratic candidate was too consumed 
by aaaaaaaaaaa to concede the race. In-
stead, Podesta addressed her supporters, 
delivering a sober assessment of the can-
didate’s precarious path to victory by con-
firming that, indeed, aaaaaaaaaaa. Short-
ly afterwards, the states of Aaaaaaaaaaa 
and Pennsylvania were called for the Re-
publican, sending him to the White House 
and Democratic voters into paroxysms of 
aaaaaaaaaaa.

On the economic outlook following the 
election, Paul Krugman of the New York 
Times reported that the odds of a global 
aaaaaaaaaaa have spiked in the last 24 
hours. On the question of whether the odds 
of aaaaaaaaaaa were likely to increase or 
decrease should campaign finance chair 
and ‘Suicide Squad’ executive produc-
er Steven Mnuchin be appointed Trea-
sury Secretary, Krugman equivocated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Aaaaaaaaaaa. However, aaaaaaaaaaa,” 
assessed Krugman, clearly weighing the 
inexperience of Mnuchin against the pos-
sibility of a yet less qualified appointee. 
“*incoherent sobbing*” added Krugman, 

upon realizing that the likely front-run-
ner for EPA administrator, Myron Ebell, 
was an aaaaaaaaaaa denialist who, if ap-
pointed, would likely roll back decades of 
aaaaaaaaaaa regulations.

The victory of the Republican came as 
a surprise to polling aggregators, many 
of whom confidently predicted a Demo-
cratic win and were stunned Wednesday 
morning when, instead, aaaaaaaaaaa. 
One exception to this was the FiveThir-
tyEight model, which had controversial-
ly diverged from the conventional wis-
dom by predicting a considerable chance 
of aaaaaaaaaaa throughout the cycle. 
“Aaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaaaaaaa,” 
remarked its vindicated founder Nate Sil-
ver on his site’s return to pre-eminence. 
At press time, sources reported that 
aaaaaaaaaaa had again retweeted Silver’s 
predicted men-only electoral map, along 
with the caption, “#Aaaaaaaaaaa.”

“aaaaa-
aaaaaa”
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Comic, as always, by Michael Quinn



The Hottest 
New Acts in 
Indie Pop
• The Terminal Meme

• Wetter Than Ever

• The Court Marshals

• The Standard Deviants

• The Kinsey Five

• Two Horse Town

• Modern Magic

• Murphy’s Claw

• sadland.

• OPEC

• Dot Tumblr Dot Com

• Mack Mommies

• Tabula Ra$a

• Hank

• TRASH

• The Saaaaame

• Oofta!

• MBDTK (Mad, Bad, and Danger-
ous to Know)

• The World at War

• The Argenteens

• Sad Grrrrls in Snow

• Shitpost Central
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The Minister of Propaganda
The Voice Of Reason

Everyone knows the Palmolive dish 
soap slogan, “Tough on grease, soft on 
hands.” But you sheeple probably never 
asked yourselves how Palmolive could 
develop a cleaning agent that automati-
cally selects its toughness based on what 
type of surface with which it contacts. 
Readme Laboratories, LLC has analyzed 
dozens of samples of Palmolive dish soap 
and has found shocking news: there are 
swarms of nanoscopic robots, called 
nanites, planted by the government in 
the soap that can detect whether they 
are touching human hands.

Now, most people totally dismiss the 
notion of nanites planted by the govern-
ment to accomplish their nefarious pur-
poses. Even someone as reasonable as I, 
the Voice of Reason, have been skeptical 
about the existence of nanites. I’m not 
talking about the kind of nanites found 
in chemtrails—those are real. I’m talking 
about the nanites alleged by some to be in 
consumer products such as Dove sham-
poo and Pepsi. But then I found the Real 
Truth™. Yes, I had an epiphany, and, quite 
frankly, this truth was very difficult for 
me to accept, but unfortunately there is 
no other explanation for how Palmolive 
is tough on grease but soft on hands.

These nanites are covered in biore-
ceptors, known as Hod Or Anthropod 
Xylometrical Endpoint Sensors (HOAX-
ES. Such an unfortunate acronym, but 
all of readme can assure you that HOAX-

ES are real. We saw them with our own 
eyes.) engineered at the CDC and NIH 
with funding provided by the Bilderberg 
group. The NHTs can sense whether or 
not they are on a human hand. Now, this 
may sound harmless, and, for the time 
being, it is. But think about what could 
happen. What if the government instead 
programmed the Palmolive nanites to 
read your fingerprints and send them 
to the suspect terrorist database? This 
could indeed be part of the New World 
Order, in which a One World Government 
controls who can fly on a plane, who 
can cross international borders, and, by 
simply reprogramming the Palmolive 
nanites, can prevent the undesirables 
from rising to power.

I do not intend to scare you, dear read-
er. I only want to protect you. I want to 
help you protect yourself and protect 
your family. That’s why I developed my 
patented technology, NanoGloves, to 
come to your rescue. Before touching 
any suspect dish liquid, simply don these 
spiffy hand-coverings and you’ll be pro-
tected. Coated with a layer of Hod Or An-
thropod Xylometrical Endpoint Resist-
ing Sleeves (HOAXERS. Again, a rather 
unfortunate acronym, but I swear they 
work. Just ask one of our over 10,000 sat-
isfied customers*), these gloves literally 
stop the nanites in their tracks. Order 
yours today for only $39.99 by calling 
1-800-867-5309. But wait! There’s more! 
Order within the next four business days 
and receive [redacted].

*we were unable to sell any NanoGloves, thus there are no customers

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
4:30 pm Fridays

in CUC 316
Email rin@cmu.edu

for more information

Nanites Found in Dish Soap: 
Know Your Enemy

5



readmereadmereadmere
Going-Ons The Pictures
KGB: Capture the Flag with Stuff!
Friday, November 11 @ 7pm
DH 2315

The Originals: Vertigo
Friday, November 11 @ 8pm
UC Rangos

Tisbert: The Long Island Bad Girls’ Club
Friday, November 11 @ 10:30pm
Saturday, November 12 @ 11:30pm
UC Studio Theater

AB: ILoveMakonnen with K.Flay
Saturday, November 12 @ 7pm
Wiegand Gym

AB: Dancakes (Pancake Artist)
Wednesday, November 16 @ 4:30pm
UC Connan

ALLIES: Transgender Day of Remembrance
Thursday, November 17
The Cut

AB: Eric Andre
Thursday, November 17 @ 7pm
UC McConomy

KGB: Get Board, Get Carded
Friday, November 18 @ 7pm
PH A18

Swiss Army Man
Friday, November 11 @ 8pm, 10pm
Sunday, November 13 @ 8pm

Star Trek Beyond
Friday, November 18 @ 8pm, 10:30pm
Sunday, November 20 @ 8pm

Sausage Party
Saturday, November 19 @ 8pm, 10pm

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

    Alternate history:  Rin Fair, Mark Saporta, and Spencer Early

     Actual history:   Ben Kaplan, Céline Delaunay, Janine Louie, Apratim Vidyarthi, Michael Quinn, Skye Toor, 

  Nick Rauen, Daniel Bork, and introducing Cam Wong

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny. And free.

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do I get it?   readme is left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email rin@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors, and snacks. 
     And remember: hindsight is 2016

6

Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. 
Tickets are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are 
available 30min before each showtime outside Mc-
Conomy.


