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   CMU still hates grass, makes Baker lawn smell like mulch  

   Freshmen create single original joke about classes ending at 4:20  

  Scott Hall opens, Wean’s glorious transformation set back another 20 years  
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Satire News

Ben Kaplan, Brown Chair Afficionado

Tensions are rising on campus following the 
latest outbreak of hateful acts between supporters 
of the Black Chairs and the Brown Chairs. Those 
optimistic about the impact of the new University 
Center addition on campus have seen their hopes 
dashed by the leather-feud between the two furni-
ture clusters.

Animosity between the Black Chairs and the 
Brown Chairs dates back to ancient times—back 
when the leathers covering their frames were still 
cows and bulls capable of literally mooing at each 
other disdainfully or locking horns.

Students and faculty were initially hopeful 
that the two sides could set aside their differences 
and learn to sit beside one another here in Carn-
egie Mellon’s tolerant, progressive, post-factional 
campus community, but this has sadly not been the 
case. Already, students have begin taking sides 
and reports of spiteful acts have proliferated, with 
several documented cases of students putting their 
shoes on the bare-leather of the chairs and even 
some alleged acts of students deliberately spilling 
coffee on unsuspecting chairs.

“The Black Chairs are oversized and ugly and 

totally don’t mesh with the surrounding interior 
décor!” said one design student who wished to 
remain anonymous for fear that the CMU Police 
would lock her in Wean Hall. 

Responding to the above comments, the Black 
Chairs promotion group Black Chairs Matter 
More retorted: “The Black Chairs are way more 
comfortable than those petite bony squares that 
call themselves chairs sitting in their posh new UC 
addition with their fancy built-in electrical outlets. 
The Black Chairs were here first and were doing 
just fine before the Brown Chairs moved into the 
UC and started taking the Black Chairs’ jobs!”

Despite all the hostility, however, some stu-
dents are working to bridge the gap between the 
North and South sides of the UC. Tony, a senior 
member of a club that’s been meeting at the Black 
Chairs for years, and Maria, a sophomore whose 
sorority holds weekly ABP (Au Bon Pain) cof-
fee socials at the Brown Chairs, recently made 
their romantic relationship Facebook official in a 
gesture of inter-chair unity after having to meet 
surreptitiously in Wiegand Gymnasium all sum-
mer. “Whether on the Black Chairs or the Brown 
Chairs, we’re down to plop down and sit intimately 
together while making other students uncomfort-

able,” proclaimed Tony. However, the couple has 
not gotten off scot-free for their perceived trans-
gression. “He was only following his heart, but 
Tony was punished by his club when and removed 
from their main dlist. He’s had to get by via Face-
book messaging other members, some of whom 
have waited over a day to reply,” explained Maria.

After having binge-watched 9 episodes of 
Parks and Recreation while seated in a new Brown 
Chair, readme can ascertain that the Brown Chairs 
are less comfortable than the Black Chairs, though 
still pretty comfy. However, some students we 
spoke with feel that the Black Chairs are too big 
and comfortable.

In order to combat rising tensions, administra-
tion has announced that they are hosting a Chair 
Cohabitation Seminar in order to promote peace-
ful sitting. In a prepared statement, President 
Suresh declared, “We believe that the two sides 
can reach an understanding in accordance with 
CMU’s values of tolerance and openness to types 
of chair—and in the event such an understanding 
cannot be reached we’ll have no choice but to re-
locate that chairs to Wean Hall and Hamerschlag 
House on opposite sides of campus. Can’t have this 
$#!+ happening when President Obama arrives! ”

Stever: Free

Moon Landing: $3

The Black Chairs vs. The Brown Chairs:
UC Addition Sparks Campus Rivalry
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Rin Fair, Expert Katamari Roller

This summer, the Japanese company behind 
one of the most popular videogames ever made 
partnered with San-Francisco-based developer 
Niantic to release a mobile platform that would 
take the world by storm. That’s right, Katamari 
Damacy Go is now live.

Everyone remembers Katamari Damacy, the 
2004 hit in which players roll everyday objects 

into a giant ball in order to rebuild the moon and 
stars after they have been destroyed accidentally 
by the King of All Cosmos after a night of heavy 
drinking.

When the app is purchased, players are sent a 
“katamari,” a magical ball that allows anything 
smaller than itself to stick to it and make it grow 
in the original game. These special Katamari 
Damacy Go katamaris are equipped with a blue-
tooth chip that communicates to a phone how big 
they are at any given time. Players then wander 

around their houses, neighborhoods, and towns 
with this katamari. The app scans everyday ob-
jects and tells players if they are small enough to 
be rolled into the katamari. If they are, they can 
be picked up and stuck to the katamari, which is 
constantly secreting glue (since real magic is too 
expensive in the real world to be cost-effective).

Eventually, players are rolling their giant 
katamaris down the street, scanning neighbors’ 
mailboxes and hedges, to see if they are small 
enough to rip out of the ground and attach to the 
katamari. The top players in the world at this 
time have farm animals and small buildings in 
their katamaris, and we can’t wait to see where 
it goes next!

UPDATE: There have been reports of Kat-
amari players being arrested simply for rolling 
their katamaris in public. We at readme are very 
disappointed in the police force for its clear dis-
crimination against weeaboos. We advise players 
to be careful in their katamari-rolling as long as 
these silly complaints about people stealing cars 
for their katamaris keep coming in.

For our part, readme’s giant ball of junk is 
currently disguised as the AB Office.
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Mobile Version of Popular Japanese Game 
Takes World by Storm

Some Libertarian Also Running for President
Mark Saporta,
Only Senior Political Correspondent

So it turns out that, aside from Hillary Clin-
ton and Donald Trump, there’s also this liber-
tarian dude running for President.

Not only does this guy—shit, what was 
his name? I just had it a second ago…—have 
a much higher net favorability than Clinton or 
Trump, the second-most and most hated presi-
dential candidates in history respectively, he is 
also doing surprisingly well in the polls for a 
third-party candidate. 

As of early September, the former governor 
and cannabis firm executive was averaging 
nearly 8 percent in general election polling, 
even when the other woman was included—
you know the one, the super-liberal one all the 
Bernie people like.

Unfortunately for Libertarian Bro, the poll-
ing floor for being included in the official gen-
eral election debates is 15 percent, a number 
which would be hard enough for him to reach 
even if the third-party vote wasn’t being split 

by the Greens.
As is usual for most 

third-party candidates, the 
primary obstacle for Jack-
son (wait, that doesn’t sound 
right...) is name recognition. 
Without a large and mon-
eyed party infrastructure, 
Guy-whose-last-name-may-
or-may-not-be-Jackson is 
having a difficult time mak-
ing his presence in the race 
felt by voters not following 
the election closely. Opinion 
polls indicate that a surpris-
ingly large proportion of Americans more or 
less agree with his platform of far less social 
and economic regulation domestically and 
non-interventionism abroad, so if a greater 
subset of the voting public knew who this ran-
do was and what he stood for he could be a far 
more legitimate contender for the Presidency.

Barring some major political sea-change 
in the next two months, though, his main in-

fluence over the election will be whether he 
siphons more Bernie diehards off of Clinton 
or principled conservatives off of Trump. If 
nothing else, he’ll have managed to build a coa-
lition of crotchety septuagenarian Ayn Rand fe-
tishists and soy-latte-sipping twentysomething 
SJWs, an impressive feat in its own right.

At press time, HEY LOOK EVERYONE 
TRUMP SAID SOMETHING CRAZY.

An early-stage KDG player with a katamari made mostly of clothes



3

readme | September 2016

Spencer Early, Tin Foil Hat Manufacturer

What many believe to be our President’s 
White House Frontiers Conference may not be 
as simple as it seems. President Obama’s vis-
it, scheduled for Thursday, October 13, could 
actually be the beginning of a clandestine plan 
to cover up the moon landing. This may sound 
absurd, but is there any real evidence that the 
moon landing really happened? The usual story 
states that Americans landed on the Moon in 
July 1969, but what really happened?

Over the past five years, readme’s anony-
mous source, dubbed the Edward Snowden of 
the Millennium, who has Class AAA clearance 
at the State Department, National Security 
Agency, and the Bilderberg Group, handed over 
300,000 classified documents revealing the 
truth, more than twice the scale of the Panama 
Papers… While readme’s chief investigative 
journalists were writing this story in a bunker 
below Sigma Alpha Epsilon, they noticed a 
strange glimmer coming from Stever and—
POOF!—their Internet connection was lost. It 
is a clear indication of Hillary’s people at the 
NSA tampering with the revelation of truth. An 
investigation ensued, in which detective Con-
nan Scobell discovered a dossier of historical 
documents about Stever. Of major importance 
was one titled “Mankind’s Greatest Hoax: The 
Faked Moon Landing,” describing the staged 
moon landing recorded on the fifth floor of 
Stever back on October 13, 1969 (before anyone 
knew the building was to exist!). Interestingly, 
Mr. Obama will be visiting campus on October 
13. While even the finest readme sociologists 
do not know Obama’s intentions, we believe 
he may be visiting so that he can cover up the 
Moon landing hoax.

A common feature between Stever and the 
moon landing is the prominent placement of a 
flag. But Stever has another flag as well. The 
arboreal flag. Stever’s theme of green housing 
is a clear indication of its support for this ad-
ministration’s stance on climate change and 
Agenda 21. Why is Stever being the govern-
ment’s lapdog and mouthpiece? Could it be that 
the government orchestrated the moon landing 
hoax there and continually provides funding to 
Stever to keep its mouth shut? The answer from 
our sources is an unequivocal yes. In fact, the 
true reason Obama is visiting campus may be 
to renegotiate the contract with Stever on the 
depraved 47th anniversary of the moon landing 
farce. Stever has squandered its fifteen billion 
dollar funding on conducting illegal activities 
in order to win House Wars.  The reason for 
Stever’s shady relationship with the govern-
ment and its approval of the government’s most 
flagrant lies? Could it be that the government 
sponsored the moon landing hoax in Stever? 

One crucial question remains: Stever was 
supposedly built in 2006, but the moon landing 
supposedly occurred in 1969. How could the 
American government fake the moon landing 
in a place that did not exist? One possible expla-
nation is lunar aliens, also known as “moonies.” 
To the untrained eye, Stever appears quite nor-
mal, possibly even drab. But our anonymous 
source discovered new evidence. Instead of 
participating in House Wars, they admitted to 
communicating with moonies behind locked 
doors. The next morning, the source found a 
note from a moony that read “read the final se-
cret.” 

Our sources have told us this is a bigger con-
spiracy than we imagined and they will disclose 
more information after they find a sanctuary. 

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings  
4:30 pm Fridays

in UC 316
Email rin@cmu.edu
for more information

Other things 
THEY’RE hid-
ing from you
CMU has a lot of secrets, and intrepid 
readme journalists have set out to uncov-
er all the things THEY don’t want you to 
know.

For information on where to buy 
high-quality tin foil hats, contact us at 
[redacted].

• Gary Johnson and the Sneeple 
That’s Snake People for the unedu-
cated.

• Soviet spies right here on campus! 
They’re a recognized student orga-
nization!

• Orientation 
You don’t want to know the kind of 
subliminal messages your OCs were 
giving you through all the pep.

• Freshmen 
They aren’t real. Everyone at CMU is 
stressed from day one.

• Syllabus Week 
Other schools have this. What has 
the administration done with ours? 
We think they’ve buried it under the 
Fence.

• Central Michigan University 
We don’t mean to suggest foul play, 
but why do we have cmu.edu when 
they own the CMU trademark?

• All the grass on Baker Lawn 
It’s in Scotch’n’Soda’s katamari. We 
have proof.

• Bottle Caps 
There is definitely no alternative use 
for these.

Obama Visits CMU:
What the Tartan Won’t Tell You
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Going-Ons The Pictures
Friday, September 9

KGB: Underground Tour
7pm, Black Chairs

Saturday, September 10

Board Game Club: Weekly Gaming
1pm, CUC Foster Dining Room

Sunday, September 11

Carnegia Alliance of Traditional and Social Dance:
September Contra Dance
5:30pm, Skibo Gym

Monday, September 12

Tuesday, September 13

Hillel JSA: Jewish Life Discussion
4:30pm, CUC Dowd

Wednesday, September 14

Thursday, September 15

Study Abroad Fair
11am, CUC Rangos

Friday, September 16

KGB: Running, Jumping, Climbing Trees
TBA

If you want your event here, contact rin@cmu.edu

Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
Friday, September 9
8:00 pm, 11:00 pm
Sunday, September 11
8:00 pm

Hardcore Henry
Saturday, September 10
8:00 pm, 10:00 pm

X-Men: Apocalypse
Friday, September 16
8:00 pm, 11:00 pm

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

    Black Chairs:  Rin Fair, Mark Saporta, Spencer Early

     Brown Chairs:   Ben Kaplan, you??

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor.

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do I get it?   readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall occasionally and left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email rin@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, editors, cartoonists, and jobs. 
     And remember: Wear your tin foil hat for the Reckoning next Tuesday.
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Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. 
Tickets are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are 
available 30min before each showtime outside 
McConomy.


