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George R.R. Martin Kills off The Winds of Winter

Thatcher Montgomery, Tinfoil Correspondent

In a surprising turn of events, George R.R. 
Martin announced that he had decided to kill 
off The Winds of Winter.

“I meant to have the news out sooner,” the 
author said, blaming the revelation’s delay on 
troubles with attaching parchment to pigeon 
legs. After several attempts in which the birds 
just pecked the paper to shreds, he moved on 
to the slightly-less-archaic format of his Live-
Journal blog.

“I knew that many of my fans were trying to 
figure out what would happen to my characters, 
sometimes even before I knew what was going 
to happen. The soldier-at-arms mentioned once 
in A Clash of Kings, the farmer who owned the 
fields that were trampled off-page by the Brave 
Companions, the barnacles that were on Stan-
nis’ fleet at the Battle of the Blackwater; All of 
them had a part to play, and you just weren’t 

giving me the time I needed to figure it out!”
“And so, I decided to fool you all and take 

the series in a direction none of your tinfoil 
hats could foresee. Despite the foreshadowing 
of your favorite characters getting killed left 
and right, none of you saw your favorite book 
getting the axe!”

Fans of the book series were in shock, al-
though many agreed that they should have seen 
it coming. Some are still searching for meaning 
in the blog entry, despite Martin’s insistence 
that it’s over.

“He may say that it’s all done, but he’s a slip-
pery bastard. The soldier-at-arms he referenced 
is from a smallfolk family that used to serve 
the Reynes, but fled to his extended family in 
the Vale when Tywin Lannister destroyed the 
Reynes. This is all obvious from his descrip-
tion as “a soldier-at-arms.” He stands in for 
the readers. The farmer is George R.R. Mar-
tin, who has had his book destroyed, but he’s 

telling us that it wasn’t his choice. No, it was 
HBO, which is characterized as the vicious 
mercenary Vargo Hoat. He’s telling us to aban-
don the television show and follow him, the 
one true writer for A Song of Fire and Ice. And 
don’t even dare call it Game of Thrones, unless 
you’re specifically referring to the first book.”

“Oh, and the barnacles at the bottom of the 
Blackwater reference Arya’s ‘oysters, clams, 
and cockles,’ and show that she’s going to con-
vert to the Drowned God before coming back to 
King’s Landing to rule.” 

Some have reported clashes between book 
readers and television viewers, although casu-
alties are thankfully low. The television show 
is to continue onwards, as it had already begun 
diverging from the books’ storyline and is fol-
lowing its own path. In the words of writer Da-
vid Benioff, that path is “as many boobs as we 
can fit on screen at one time.”

Martin posted and then later removed a Youtube video of the gleeful destruction
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Spencer Early, Health Correspondent

According to a National Institutes of Health 
study, human life expectancy has increased 
from 79 years in 2014 to 82 years in 2015.  
“Primarily caused by a high influx of ‘Doc-
in-the-boxes’ in places where healthcare was 
previously not affordable, NIH research and 

donations have brought much-needed medical 
facilities to the poorer communities of Ameri-
ca,” NIH spokesperson Levin Foreva said.

“I try my best to benefit everyone,” said 
Foreva, “but no matter what I do, it seems like 
there is some blithering ingrate who under-
mines my accomplishments.”

That’s right, increased lifespans have stirred 
up controversy in certain communities.  At the 
Acme Coffin Factory in Ketchum, Idaho, this 
surging three-year lifespan increase has left a 
wake of damage to the job security of factory 
workers.  Thirty-year employee Bill Coughton 
is one such worker losing his job to the progress 
towards immortality.

In a recent interview, Coughton revealed his 
utter disgust. “My granny told me, ‘The only 
things you can count on in this world are death 
and taxes.’ I really wanted to be a pilot, but for 
fear of potential unemployment, I instead opted 
to forego all the pilot training for a humdrum 
career in the coffin industry. Now I’m getting 
laid off because of those no-good doctors who 
keep saving people.”

President Obama has addressed this issue by 
encouraging Congress to pass a bill that would 
funnel taxpayer money to annually mass-pro-
duce over 95,012 realistic dummies per year. 
These would be used to fill coffins in the place 
of actual dead people.

Tuition Not the Only Thing Increasing
Thatcher Montgomery, Incremental Growth Correspondent

Last week, university president Subra Suresh announced 
that in addition to the yearly tuition increase, Carnegie Mellon 
University was hoping to increase everything else, as well.

“We always raise tuition, every year. And what more do 
students get for their money? Until now, nothing. But we want 
to change that.”

Suresh’s Strategic Undertaking for Positive Energy and 
Relations with Smart, Interdisciplinary Zebras and Echidnas, or 
SUPERSIZE, has a goal of increasing the CMU experience by 
the same amount as the increase in tuition.

This means that next year, students should expect to 
see 3.28% longer class times, 3.28% more options at dining 
locations, 3.28% more square footage in the buildings, 3.28% 
higher ceilings, and 3.28% more students per class to use up 
the extra space.

Reactions have been mixed, although generally positive. “I 
guess I should be getting my money’s worth,” one student said 
cautiously when shown the initiative. “I’m not sure how having 

slightly higher ceilings and larger desks will help accomplish 
that, but it seems like a step in the right direction, I guess.”

However, some members of the campus community are 
intently opposed to SUPERSIZEing everything. Mechanical 
engineering senior Khutin DeDrag agonized, “Does having 
a 3.28% increase in buggy size and a 3.28% increase in the 
length of the Buggy course mean times will get worse by 
3.28%? Will buggies now be required to have a minimum of 
3.0984 wheels!?”

Some math professors have banded together to show that 
exponentially increasing the size of everything would eventual-
ly lead to impossible growth, and increasing class times would 
end up forcing students to take multiple classes concurrently 
just to keep up, but the econ department’s celebration over the 
unfettered growth prevented them from coming up with a proof.

A 5th year CS major who was unlucky enough to have 8:30 
am courses for the past nine semesters wonders if this means 
classes start 3.28% earlier.

Coffin Factory Sues NIH Over Life Expectancy

Empty coffins mean this man could be out of work
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•	 Planned: Have an alcohol blood 
content when the ball dropped

•	 Did: Had an alcohol blood content 
when the ball dropped

•	 Planned: Parenthood

•	 Did: Defunded

•	 Planned: Sleep and also be pro-
ductive

•	 Did: Sleep

•	 Planned: Win the Powerball

•	 Did: Not win the Powerball

•	 Planed: Wood

•	 Planned: Re-unite with family, 
friends

•	 Did: Remembered why you only 
go back home for a few weeks at 
a time

•	 Planned: Gorge on holiday food

•	 Did: Gorged on holiday food

•	 Planned: Get a head start on job 
applications

•	 Did: Got a head start on your 
Netflix	queue

•	 Planned: Watch the new Star 
Wars

•	 Did: Watched the new Star Wars, 
six	times

•	 Planned: Make a New Year’s reso-
lution and follow through

•	 Did: Made a New Year’s resolu-
tion, put off following through

Mark Saporta, Substanceless Inanity           
2016 Correspondent

Despite recent polling showing underdog 
Democratic primary candidate and unabashed 
Brooklynite Bernie Sanders in the lead in both 
Iowa and New Hampshire, Hillary Clinton’s 
press team has insisted that her campaign has 
precisely zero concerns about his rapid rise. 
Furthermore, they have claimed, they have un-
derstood the wizened 74-year-old socialist who 
had up until recently had virtually no name rec-
ognition outside of Vermont to be a potentially 
dire threat to their political fortunes since he 
entered the race. Your political correspondent, 
as infallibly committed to the next big scoop as 
always, decided to follow up on this bold asser-
tion by interviewing top Clinton surrogate and 
not-a-David-Brock-stand-in, why-would-you-
think-that John Misty about how the Clinton 
campaign is handling the new polls:

readme: So you’re really not worried about 
Sanders potentially winning upsets in Iowa or 
New Hampshire?

Misty: Worried? Me? Why would I be wor-
ried? Should I be worried? What would I be 
worried about? I’M NOT WORRIED.

readme: ....Are you sure? You sound kind of 
worried, if I’m being honest.

Misty: No, no no no. Our campaign has 
anticipated Sanders’ rise since last year! No, 

since last decade! No, even further...Let me tell 
you a tale, young one. A tale that will prove to 
you and all your ilk that we’ve expected this 
all along!

readme: I...guess so? Shoot.

Misty: Long, long ago, deep in the mists 
of time, a boy was born. This boy was to be 
christened Bernard, and his birth was felt by 
pollsters across the nation. For this boy was 
destined to be the Great Challenger, the one 
spoken of in the prophecy, the one who would 
one day rise up to do surprisingly well against 
BUT NOT DEFEAT THAT’S IMPORTANT a 
great political foe. We knew about the proph-
ecy, of course, as all Democratic party elites 
did, and we used every tool at our disposal to 
stop him from running for President. Sadly, 
despite over seventy years of machinations, 
we were unable to prevent this dire fate, and he 
announced his category in May 2015. So yeah, 
we’ve been expecting him to do well. He’s not 
going to win, obviously. That’d be crazy.

readme: ...Welp.

Misty’s final declaration was followed 
by several seconds of nervous laughter and 
hair-scratching, as well as the visible formation 
of sweat on his forehead.

At press time, DNC chairwoman Debbie 
Wasserman-Schultz was completely unwor-
riedly huddled in a boardroom, tearing her hair 
out.

Clinton: No Worries re. Sanders Things You 
Planned to Do 
over Break, 
and Things 
You Actually 
Did
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What is readme? Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor.
Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.
Where do I get it? readme is left in stacks around campus.
How do I help? Email tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, editors, cartoonists, and anyone else. 

And remember: The semester has just begun. Pace yourself.
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Chipotle Cleans Its Image, Countertops

US Unsure Whether Iran Supposed to be Sanctioned

Going-Ons
AB readme and AB Lectures Present:
The Onion Speaker Series
UC McConomy
Thursday, January 21st
7 pm

AB Coffeehouse Presents:
Joywave Featuring Beauty Slap
UC Rangos
Friday, January 22nd
6:30 pm

Movies
Bridge of Spies
UC McConomy
Friday, January 22nd
8 pm, 11 pm
Sunday, January 24th
8 pm

Black Mass
UC McConomy
Saturday, January 23nd
8 pm, 11 pm


