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Horrendous Heely Accident in Helix

Spencer Early, Alternative Transportation 
Correspondent

On February 1st at 1:12 am, Henry Heelen-
schteil set out to Gates. Through his bleary-
eyed, red bull plagued stupor, it seemed to Hel-
lenschteil that the Helix was just begging to be 
used, despite the well-known fact that it takes 2 
minutes and 13 seconds to take the Helix from 
foor 5 to floor 3, while the stairs only take 25.1 
seconds to make the same journey. 

Henry slowly slogged down the Helix. “But 
wait,” Henry realized. “I have Heelys!” Un-
aware that the Helix is a public highway on 
which every user has the right to not be mowed 
over, Henry tipped back on his feet, and com-

menced to gracefully sail down the helix. After 
passing 3*pi/4 radians past 4102, an uniden-
tified fixture impeded his path, sending him 
plummeting down, knocking off that projector 
that is constantly playing animations of trape-
zoids running away from heptacontagons.

Consequently, a temporary ban on Heelys 
has been placed on the Helix. Some are con-
cerned about Henry’s condition — will he need 
to get wheeled into an ambulance, or will he 
heal on his own time? Only time will tell, but 
the Heelys ban will certainly paint an ominous 
picture of the risks of Helix tragedies. Who 
knows, maybe we’ll get to fill out a Discrim-
ination against Shoes on the Helix survey in 
exchange for a pair of Heelys.

Despite benefits due to increased safety, 
some are outraged. “It’s called the Heelix for 
a reason, right? I mean, who’d want to walk 
all the way around it unless you had some 
spiffy wheeled shoes?” readme does have to 
admit, the posted signs don’t explicitly dis-
allow Heelys, and they super-hip wheeled 
shoes do turn the Helix from a never-ending, 
time-sucking spiral of doom into a fun way of 
transitioning between floors, as long as you’re 
going down.

As of press time, Disability Services was 
considering allowing an exception as long as 
the wheeled shoes are used “solely to facilitate 
mobility.”

The tragic accident has opened a dialogue about the proper use of the Helix
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Thatcher Montgomery, Senior Oppressor

In an entirely unshocking turn of events, 
whites have once again taken something 
originating in another ethnic group and 
stripped it of its meaning for their own 
use.

For roughly a month, members of a 
white “militia” have been holed up in a 
wildlife refuge in Oregon, demanding that 
the federally owned land be returned to 
the people of the United States. While on 
a road trip to drum up support, the leaders 
of the occupation were apprehended, and 
one was shot and killed.

Almost immediately after the death of 
the Robert “LaVoy” Finicum, supporters 
were using the same “hands up” narra-
tive that originated in the shootings of 
unarmed blacks. Despite having no evi-
dence at that point in time, and the fact 
that when a video came out of the shoot-
ing, LaVoy was clearly reaching for some-
thing (could it have been the pistol at his 

side, perhaps?) after f leeing from the traf-
f ic stop and attempting to bust through a 
police roadblock, the libertarian freedom 
fighters were quick to latch on to the idea 
that LaVoy had been shot entirely unjus-
tif iably.

“You know, when it happened to one 
of them black folk, we thought it was all 
bullshit. But now that one of our guys got 
shot (which we never thought would hap-
pen, he was white for Chrissakes), we de-
cided it wasn’t too bad a line to use after 
all,” some white guy from the middle of 
nowhere said.

“I wanted absolute proof when they said 
that Michael Brown was unarmed and had 
his hands up, because why would I be-
lieve that about some random black thug. 
And he smoked crack, or something. But I 
knew LaVoy, and I knew his thoughts on 
the government, and I knew that he loved 
his guns and always wanted to be a martyr. 
So of course, I instantly thought he had his 
hands up in peaceful surrender when the 

all-powerful government overlords shot 
him down in their brutal tyranny,” added 
another white guy, from the same place.

The appropriation of a black protest to 
serve a white purpose is just another in-
stance of cultural appropriation. It comes 
hot on the heels of Macklemore appropri-
ating being upset about appropriation in 
his latest single, White Privilege II. But 
most whites don’t need to worry about ap-
propriation or any other racial issues, be-
cause they don’t live in places like Flint, 
Michigan, where public services are liter-
ally poison; and they aren’t thugs or ter-
rorists, but instead they get to be militia, 
like they stepped out of a story from the 
American Revolution, a story that’s prob-
ably the prequel to The Birth of a Nation.

After their success in cleaning up the 
“hands up” cry by removing all of its con-
nection to race, the remaining Oregon ter-
rorists are planning on appropriating pris-
on cells that are disproportionately f illed 
with non-violent black men.

CMU Privacy Day Mostly Successful
Atcher-Tay Ontgomery-May, Pig Latin

Codemaster

A week ago as of the publication of this fine satire magazine 
(i.e. last Thursday, January 28th), an amazing event was held 
in honor of International Data Privacy Day. The event was so 
private that in fact, the only three people were in attendance 
were the organizers.  Moreover, to avoid snooping, they all 
went by secret codenames — “McJigglewig,” “Whistlepig,” and 
“Schlupfiddlejig.”

“We advertised all around campus, by bending blades of 
grass that spelled out the encrypted message in binary. The 
key was written in base 6 in a snow pile, but it melted really 
quickly. Which was great! It made it even more private,” Whis-
tlepig confided in readme, on the condition of anonymity.

For full disclosure, the codenames listed here aren’t even 
their real codenames: they’re actually three or four levels of 
aliases deep. readme couldn’t quite keep track of how many 
layers of codenames there actually were, but it really doesn’t 
matter whether the top keeps spinning or not.

At the event, the three participants wore full masks and 
stood in the corners of the room, facing the walls, all to avoid 
revealing their identities. Apparently, one even wore stilts, 
while another was walking on their knees, to conceal their true 

heights. They typed their communication into a text-to-voice 
software, and when speaking with readme, they alluded that 
one of them might have even been Stephen Hawking.

Even the location of the event changed randomly through-
out the day. One of the masked individuals would write the 
name of the new room in lemon juice, and then the other two 
would hold a lit match underneath it to reveal the location. They 
assured readme that even if the government or malicious hack-
ers found out about this method, there were several other ways 
to create invisible ink, so no worries.

Keynote speaker Ed Felten, an official privacy person from 
the United States government, said the event was pretty good. 
“At first I couldn’t find where I was supposed to be, which was 
great! I love it when privacy is upheld. And when I called up 
my buddies at the NSA, they were stumped for a little, too! But 
then they noticed the bent grass and the holes poked in the 
snowbank on their satellite images, and the game was up. I 
just followed my nose to the burnt lemon juice.”

McJigglewig… or was it Schlupfiddlejig? The one in the 
swan mask. Whichever one of them it was, an organizer said 
they were planning on holding the event again next year. 
“We’ll just have to leave the invitations somewhere where 
even the government can’t follow,” they said, eyeing the laby-
rinth of Wean-Doherty meaningfully.

Oregon Militia Supporters Appropriate 
“Hands Up” Narrative
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by Mark Saporta, Substanceless Inanity 2016 
Election Correspondent

Realizing that their friendship was far more 
important than winning the primary, Republi-
can presidential frontrunners (prolonged sigh) 
Donald Trump and (sharp noise of disgust) Sen. 
Ted Cruz announced in a joint press conference 
late Monday night that they planned to share 
first place in the Iowa caucus. 

The candidates, finding that competing for 
Iowa had jeopardized their long held rapport, 
came to the conclusion that neither Iowa’s 30 
delegates, nor the free positive media coverage 
that came from a first-place finish in Iowa, nor 
even the sense of inevitability that an Iowa vic-
tory engenders, was worth such an outcome. 

According to staff from both campaigns, 
the decision to share the victory was made on 
a whim by Sen. Cruz at around 10 PM on the 
night of the caucus. Votes were just beginning 
to be counted, and all indicators showed that 
the race could go either way. Cruz had begun 
work on his victory speech, but the more that 
he wrote the less emotionally fulfilled he felt. 
Sources have confirmed that at this point a sin-
gle tear rolled down Cruz’s face as he realized 
what he had thrown away to reach for this prize.

Tears now streaming down his face, Cruz 
personally called Donald Trump’s campaign 

headquarters and, stammering and hyperventi-
lating, asked to talk to “the man [he’d] spent so 
many happy hours with.” When Cruz was then 
redirected to Trump and told him how he truly 
felt, Trump too burst into tears and agreed right 
then and there that this rift between them had 
to be mended.

The two old friends and their campaigns 
hastily organized a joint event at which they 
would announce that, no matter what the final 
result turned out to be, they would split cred-
it for winning Iowa and, consequently, all the 
positive coverage that would ensue. This event 
was greeted with high praise by both the me-
dia and the general public, who, to quote one 
bystander, were “just happy to see these guys 
together again.”

Even representatives from rival campaigns 
had nothing but good things to say about this 
development. One of Ben Carson’s staffers 
present at the press conference said that when 
Trump and Cruz made their announcement 
it “just about melted my heart” and that “you 
know, this gives me hope that American poli-
tics can rise above the nastiness it’s been stuck 
in for the last 230 years.”

At press time, Sen. Marco Rubio had pulled 
a massive upset victory in Iowa after voters 
realized that both Trump and Cruz were com-
pletely unelectable.

Trump, Cruz Split Iowa Win 
in Heartwarming Gesture

Flint, Michigan has had heavily contaminated 
water for over a year, with high levels of lead. 
What else don’t you want in your water supply?

•	 Flourine, WE HAVE TO STOP 
THE REDS FROM POISONING 
OUR CHILDREN’S MINDS

•	 Alligators

•	 Flint

•	 Dihydrogen monoxide

•	 White supremacy

•	 A stagnating middle class

•	 Bears

•	 Water Bears

•	 LSD

•	 LDS

•	 Old	drugs	you	flushed	down	the	toilet	
instead of disposing of responsibly

•	 Old	pets	you	flushed	down	the	toilet	
instead of disposing of responsibly

•	 Fish

•	 Phish

•	 H+ ions

•	 Memories

•	 Andrew	Carnegie’s	heart

•	 Semen

•	 Seamen

•	 Air

•	 Air Supply

•	 Wolverines

•	 Motor agate

•	 Brawndo

•	 The Spanish Inquisition

•	 Untreated	raw	sewage

•	 Olympic Athletes (e.g. in Rio)

•	 Small children

•	 A very effective sponge

•	 Cyanide

•	 readme

What Else Don’t 
You Want in 
Your Water
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Heelys: Thatcher Montgomery, Rin Fair

Helixes: Mark Saporta, Dylan Vrana, Spencer Early, Charles Li, Kwanpo Cheng, Ben Kaplan, Rachel Karp

What is readme? Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor.

Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

Where do I get it? readme is left in stacks around campus.

How do I help? Email tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, editors, cartoonists, and anyone else. 

And remember: If you can’t laugh at yourself, make fun of other people.

Also In this Issue:

Google richest kid on the block, Apple cries

Carson takes break from campaign for fresh clothes

“TEXAS AF” license plate no longer allowed, 
“NTLFX N CHLL” still okay

Going-Ons
No	AB	events	this	week!

If	 you	want	 your	 event	here,	 contact	 the	
editor-in-chef	at	tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu

Movies
The Good Dinosaur
UC McConomy
Friday, February 5th
10:30 pm
Saturday, February 6th
8 pm, 10:30 pm


