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CMU “Tom Sawyer-ing” the Fence

Kwanpo Cheng, American Literature Expert

A civil complaint was recently filed by the Stu-
dent Body President on behalf of all Carnegie 
Mellon clubs alleging that the administration 
had deceptively marketed the painting of the 
Fence as an advertising opportunity, but it is 
in reality only a cost-saving measure. The suit 
details, “By convincing the student body that 
painting the Fence promotes a particular club 
[or] organization, the Facilities Management 
System would not have to maintain the Fence.”

The complaint was filed after students 
noticed a striking resemblance between 
their current situation and one detailed in 
Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Saw-
yer. Freshman David Chan explains, “After 
reading Chapter 2 for my Interpretation & 
Argument class, I realized the [Carnegie 
Mellon] administration represented Tom 
and we are poor Huckleberry Finn, duped 
into whitewashing the fence for years.” The 
head of facilities management has declined 
to comment.

“What other inspiration might the admin-
istration draw from Tom Sawyer?” wonders 
sophomore Emily Jacobs. “I remember Tom 
and Becky got lost in the caves at the conclu-
sion of the book, only to show up at their own 
funeral later.”

Students predict the administration will get 
lost in the steam tunnels and show up at grad-
uation by 2017.

Look at all those suckers
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Ben Kaplan, Human Correspondent

Today, President Subra Suresh, Dean of 
Computer Science Andrew Moore, and Psy-
chology Department Head Michael Tarr 
proudly announced that Carnegie Mellon is 
opening a Center for Human-Human Inter-
action.

“Carnegie Mellon is the world’s leader in 
computer science, but computers have not—
*cough* yet *cough*—replaced the need 
for human to human interactions in today’s 
complex and rapidly changing world,” said 
Dean Moore.

“It has come to the university’s attention 
that the social skills and in-person charisma 
of some of our students and faculty have a 
high potential for improvements, improve-
ments that will benefit the entire CMU com-
munity,” explained President Suresh.

“Simply put, we are trying to make peo-
ple at CMU less [expletive censored] awk-
ward!” Dr. Tarr exclaimed.

The center will aim to build upon basic 
and newly realized psychological tenets with 
CMU’s expertise in the fields of big data 
analysis and algorithm design. One of the 

main initiatives, Friendship and Romance 
Target Enhancement Drive (FARTED) will 
encourage students who wish to find friends 
or romantic partners but are unable to do so.

Dean Moore detailed how CMU’s new 
matching algorithm will select students of 
compatible personality, interests, and a host 
of other metrics. Dr. Tarr explained how 
each pairing will then go through all 36 of 
Arthur Aron’s famous intimacy generating 
questions, which have been scientifical-
ly found to generate high level of personal 
closeness and romantic attraction among 
complete strangers (no seriously, ask any 
psychology major, or Google, about this).

In addition, the computer science depart-
ment insisted on several new questions, to-
taling 42, which will ensure the two partic-
ipants are right for each other. Moore and 
Tarr are keeping the contents of the ques-
tions a secret, but hint that they have to do 
with the meaning of life, the universe, and 
everything.

For those not interested in becoming ro-
mantically paired with their lifelong soul-
mates at this point in their career, the Hu-
man-Human Interaction Institute is offering 

an alternative program called FUN. The 
FUN acronym can be broken down as such: 
F is for friends who do stuff together, U is 
for you and me, N is for anywhere, anytime 
at all down here in the deep blue sea.

FUN is meant to teach Carnegie Mellon 
students how to take a break from stress-
ing out about jobs or coursework, and enjoy 
themselves and create bonds of friendship. 
FUN is a joint project with University of 
Pittsburgh’s newly created oceanography 
institute. Either the FARTED or FUN ini-
tiative will be mandatory for all students. 
Failure to participate will result in a 1 point 
deduction in QPA.

Future initiatives of the Human-Human 
Interaction Institute include Seminars for 
Acting Cool And Professional (SACAP) and 
other measures guaranteed to ensure that 
“CMU does not get lumped together with 
University of Chicago and Columbia in the 
Ivy League of Un-Fun Schools (ILUFS),” 
said President Suresh.

Football Fans Disappointed in Super Bowl
Spencer Early, Sir Wicked Thai Chicken Correspondent

Last Sunday, 75 thousand fans flocked to Levi Stadium to see 
the World’s Largest Bowl unveiled. Mike Astley, an avid fan of 
the Carolina Panthers claimed “I can’t wait to see the Panthers 
win their first Super Bowl. I traveled all the way from Pee Dee, 
NC to see this game.” readme, wondering whether he might 
be referring to training wild cats to use a toilet, gave Astley a 
questioning look and said, “Good luck with that.”

After 3 hours of looking for a parking spot, a gruelling eleven 
minute walk from the car to the stadium, and eating a gold-plat-
ed hot dog, Astley finally got what he was waiting for. Following 
the national anthem, it happened. At first, it seemed as though 
it were a mistake—total silence.

But then a helicopter was heard slowly coming over the 
horizon. And that is when the magic happened: Every can of 
soup in that stadium oriented its label toward the sky. Every 
steel vessel of soup, regardless of flavor, sodium content, 
religion, or creed stood for the arrival of the Super Bowl. And 
then it arrived: the helicopter lowered the majestic bowl into the 
center of the stadium.

Paying homage, all the football players, coaches, and 
referees stood up and surrendered all of their can openers to 
The Bowl. Rather than fearing for their lives at the sight of can 
openers, all the soup cans, tomato, chicken noodle, and slow 
cooker bacon potato chowder alike, experienced a rush of 
honor, not horror, to be opened up and their contents poured 
into the largest bowl in history.

Yes, for the 50th time in a row, the NFL has managed to 
build an even bigger bowl. readme attempted to interview a 
can of Spicy Chicken Quesadilla soup that appeared to be 
nearly at the point of bursting with excitement, but all it would 
say was “Hmblphphurpurfdurphh!”

However, not everyone was pleased to be a viewer of this 
spectacle. Who, you ask? The 75,000 occupants of the Field 
of Jeans. Yes, the lucky real-time viewers of the world’s largest 
bowl apparently have no respect, love, or admiration for soup 
in bowls. On the bright side, a gigantic bowl of soup is now 
freely available to anyone who cares.

Human-Human Interaction Institute to Open
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by Mark Saporta, Substanceless Inanity 2016 
Election Correspondent

Former Montana governor and completely 
unremarkable Republican Marc Racicot an-
nounced his intent to suspend his campaign on 
Thursday, finally putting the bullet into a mis-
adventure that everyone expected to end sever-
al months ago. Racicot, who had consistently 
polled .5% or less both nationally and in the 
early primary states, came in dead last in the 
Iowa caucus held last Monday. 

Racicot was reportedly even beaten by 
equally forgettable former Virginia governor 
Jim Gilmore, who infamously received 12 
votes total in the caucus. A chance at beating 
Gilmore and not coming in last was the inspi-
ration for Racicot to enter the race, but unfor-
tunately Gilmore was just too strong. In fact, 
once the caucus results were double-checked, it 
was confirmed that Racicot garnered precisely 
one vote—cast by his only Iowa staffer.

For a retrospective on Gov. Racicot’s amaz-
ingly uneventful campaign and his decidedly 
expected suspension, readme has of course 
turned to Racicot’s press secretary, fundraising 
team, policy workshop, speechwriter and best 
friend Greg “Longshot” Whitman:

readme: Well, the Racicot campaign has ended 
as it started—almost completely unacknowledged. 
Why do you think you were unable to develop any 
voter enthusiasm, or build any infrastructure, or, 
you know, accomplish literally anything?

Greg: I don’t know, man… There’s this an-
ti-establishment sentiment going through the 
Republican Party this cycle that’s made it near-
ly impossible for anyone with governing expe-
rience to gain traction. 

readme: While that may be true, that doesn’t 
explain how Gov. Racicot ended up getting lit-
erally one vote, and from someone on his pay-
roll to boot. There wasn’t anything you or the 
governor could do?

Greg: Nope, nothing. We ran the best cam-
paign we could given the times. I have no re-
grets.

readme: Why didn’t you hire anyone? Why 
didn’t you hold events? Why—

Greg: Look. LOOK. I DID NOTHING 
WRONG. GOVERNOR RACICOT DID 
NOTHING WRONG. WE JUST RAN AT 
AN UNFORTUNATE TIME. EVERYTHING 
IS FINE. EVERYTHING IS FINE. EVERY-
THING IS F-F-

Ed. note: At this point, Mr. Whitman began 
sobbing uncontrollably and, in a relatively lucid 
moment, asked for the interview to be ended.

At press time, the Wikipedia entry on Gov. 
Racicot’s 2016 run was doubled in size to two 
lines of text.

Incredibly Obscure GOP 
Gov to Suspend Campaign

Whether alone or with a date, there are plenty 
of fun things to do around February 14th.

•	 The Nasty

•	 Shame couples for having fun

•	 Nothing—save your money for the 
15th, when chocolate’s gon be super 
cheap!

•	 Shame singles for not having fun in 
front of you

•	 Text your ex

•	 Find out your ex is not also single 
on Valentine’s Day

•	 Try not to cry

•	 Cry a lot

•	 Hide colored eggs around your 
house	and	have	other	people	find	
them

•	 Netflix	n	chill

•	 Build a snowman (it doesn’t have to 
be a snowman)

•	 Watch Deadpool, the most roman-
tic movie ever

•	 Celebrate VD by getting VD

•	 Pride and Prejudice and Zombies

•	 Throw out that dustbin full of 
tissues

Valentine’s Day 
Activities

Join readme!

Meetings Fridays at 4:30
AB Office, CUC 316

We need writers, editors, 
funny people, unfunny 

people, photoshoppers, and 
anyone else.

Email
tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu

for more information
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      Editing and Writing Staff
Heelys: Thatcher Montgomery, Rin Fair

Helixes: Mark Saporta, Dylan Vrana, Spencer Early, Charles Li, Kwanpo Cheng, Ben Kaplan, Rachel Karp

What is readme? Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor.

Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

Where do I get it? readme is left in stacks around campus.

How do I help? Email tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, editors, cartoonists, and anyone else. 

And remember: Please clap. Especially for Jeb Bush. He needs it.

Going-Ons
AB Special Events Presents:
Bubble Soccer Play Day
CUC Wiegand Gym
Friday, February 19th
3 pm

KGB: Capture the Flag with Stuff
Doherty 2315
Friday, February 19th
7pm

If you want your event here, contact the 
editor-in-chef at tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu

Movies
Kung Fury
CUC McConomy
Thursday, February 18th
11:59pm

Spotlight
CUC McConomy
Friday, February 19th
10:30pm
Sunday, February 20th
8pm


