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Spencer Early, Ambulation Correspondent

Tired of sitting around for years, Scott 
Hall, the most technologically advanced build-
ing at CMU, became self aware over Hallow-
een weekend.

According to the press release regarding 
Scott Hall’s features, “Even the building itself 
adapts to its environment. The building will 
be supported by hydraulic pistons that move 
ever so slightly with the expanding and con-
tracting earth, harnessing otherwise wasted 
geomechanical energy.  This energy harvest-

ing system also works in reverse as an active 
stabilization system – in the unlikely event 
of an earthquake, Scott Hall’s supports ex-
pand and contract, virtually eliminating risk 
of damage.” Missing from the press release, 
however, was any mention of the joint project 
between the architects of Scott Hall and the 
Department of Machine Learning.

“We are experimenting with modeling 
human behaviour in buildings”, says Dr. 
Robert Morris. “When humans get bored, 
excited, angry, or any other emotion other 
than indifference, physical changes occur 

in their bodies.” Scott Hall has been given 
these abilities. When Scott Hall gets angry, 
the heating system is programmed to turn 
up, and when the building feels sad, the ele-
vators can only go down. “But all of that is 
boring,” continued Morris, “so our team has 
decided to run an AI, fueled by human data, 
and the building decides what to do based on 
it’s surroundings.”

And that is precisely why Scott Hall got up 
and walked away.

Scott Hall noticed that it was Halloween 
weekend. It wanted to have fun too, rather 
that sit around and get pecked at by con-
struction equipment as usual. As Saturday 
night turned into Sunday morning, Scott Hall 
had had enough.

Construction worker Rick Burton com-
ments: “I was driving a forklift load of pip-
ing, when I heard an almost lifelike voice say 
‘I quit!’  Then, the building started vibrating 
as it worked up the courage to move.”  Then 
Scott Hall took its first steps, going behind 
Wean, approaching Gates.  Gates, ecstatic to 
see the lifelike Scott, displayed a vibrant rain-
bow “Hello, World” to Scott Hall. Alarmed 
to see that there were other intelligent build-
ings, Scott Hall ran off into the sunset, hoping 
to never be seen again.

However, it was quickly wrangled back to 
campus by the civil and environmental engi-
neering department. When asked to com-
ment, Scott Hall described its plans to TA 15-
112 and overthrow Subra Suresh to become 
the next university president.

Scott Hall Becomes Self-Aware, Walks Off

Something stirs in Scott Hall
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Charles Li, 1910 Horse Race Announcer

Breaking news! Just this weekend, 
a CMU student managed to break the 
world record for slowest typing speed! 
This historic event took place late at night 
on November 1st , or more accurately, on 
November 2nd at 3 in the morning.

Ironically, the attempt was originally 
for the fastest typing speed. The task was 
simple.  Fill in a 1000 word quota in just 
1 hour! The strategy, to type everything 
that came to mind. However, due to inter-
ference with outside factors, and the very 
fact that nothing came to mind, nothing 
at all, the student unknowingly managed a 
typing speed that broke the world record! 
Amazing!

In 4 hours, lasting from 11PM on the 
1st to 3AM on the 2nd, the student only 
wrote 60 words! We asked our scientists, 

and that is a dastardly slow 0.25 words 
per minute. For those of you who are not 
math-heads, that’s a quarter of a word ev-
ery minute! At this rate, it would take ex-
actly 2.7 full days to complete the quota. 
What a marvel!

This kind of slowness challenges even 
the cheetah. As we know, the cheetah is 
one of the slowest creatures in the animal 
kingdom, in terms of typing speed. This is 
all due to their specially developed brain 
and muscle structure, which prevents 
them from typing any coherent words.

We managed to get ahold of the famed 
writer today, in his dorm. However, we 
couldn’t get much info out of the athlete. 
Apparently, people passed out on the 
ground with their system saturated with 
junk foods are not very keen to talk. Not 
to worry, the student has recovered, and 
we were assured that every CMU stu-

dent goes through this phase some time 
in their career. In fact , they look like this 
every Thursday night.

Keep your eyes on the calendar folks, 
because the student will be making an-
other attempt this Thursday! This time, 
the stakes have been raised. It’s the f inal 
draft , and the student will most likely 
be racing against the clock once again. It 
will have to be an actual clock, because 
their internal clock is set to another time 
zone. This time: 940 words in an hour! 
Will he succeed? Or will he fail, leading to 
another inadvertent success in breaking 
the slowest typing speed? Dramatic clif f-
hanger!

Reaching a New Slow: Student Breaks Typ-
ing Speed World Record

Thatcher Montgomery, reporting from 
the never-ending nights of homework

Late at night, standing in front of a bro-
ken-down grill, the Culinart workers at CM 
Café were nearing the end of their shift. 
Checking their watch, one remarked, “Only 
a few more minutes before we can get out 
of here and head home to our lives outside 
of CMU.”

Gathering up their belongings, the aproned 
chefs were about to head out when the one 
looked at their watch again. “That’s odd, it 
just changed from 1:59 to 1 again.”

“Oh yeah, it’s daylight savings tonight. 
Guess we gotta stay another hour,” anoth-
er replied. Some grumblings were heard, 
but the extra hour meant an extra $6.50 to 
take home after taxes, so it wasn’t entirely 
wasted.

The students at the Café were pleasantly 
surprised to see that they could admire the 
grill in all its non-functional glory for anoth-
er hour. At least there were milkshakes, al-
though they’re often out of chocolate. Oreo’s 
almost as good, I su- rather, one student sup-
posed.

As the minutes ticked by, the Culinart 
workers entertained themselves by watching 
the students alternately pull their hair out 
and collapse into spontaneous naps between 
problem sets. Finally, it was nearing 2 a.m. 
again. This time, they really, truly were able to 
return to their waiting beds. Unlike the CMU 
students, who still had their homework.

However, a strange feeling pervaded the 
air. Watching their phones, the employees 
were anxious for the glowing digits to change 
from 1:59 to 2:00, signaling the closing time 
of CM Café. Instead of changing as expected, 
the numbers went straight back to 1:00.

“Shit! We must be caught in a time loop!” 
they exclaimed, startling awake a snoozing 
student. “If we can just break out of it… but 
how?”

Seized with a sudden inspiration, one Cu-
linart worker rushed over to the CMU stu-
dents working on their physics homework. 
Looking over their shoulders, the chef could 
see that they were stuck on a problem re-
garding the continuity of the time-space con-
tinuum. The employee also notice their lack 
of energy and low blood sugar. “I know just 
what to do…”

After whipping up what delicious food 
was possible without the grill, the feast was 
presented to the students. Upon gobbling it 
down, they were able to produce an answer, 
and time started moving forward again.

CM Café Trapped in Bizarre Time-Change 
Time-Loop
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By Dylan Vrana, Neo-Malthusian 
Correspondent

China’s one-child policy has been 
a source of controversy since its im-
plementation in 1978. The policy, 
which limits families to one child (as 
you were probably able to guess from 
the name), was put in place as China’s 
swiftly increasing size made it clear 
that the nation was heading towards a 
famine. While many outside of China 
have criticized the policy as a human 
rights abuse, it certainly did its job in 
limiting China’s growth.

In fact , it may have done its job too 
well. “It turns out that if you reduce 
the birth rate, you wind up with a pop-
ulation of old people,” said an anony-
mous Party off icial. “If we don’t start 
increasing the number of young peo-
ple fast , we’re going to be the world’s 
f irst nation that doubles as a nursing 
home.”

Driven by (reasonable) fears of in-
escapable old-people stink, Chinese 
off icials have moved the nation to a 
two-child policy. Some have even con-
sidered loosening it further, suggesting 
three- or four-child policies. One Par-
ty off icial was so terrif ied by a nation 

where every motorist is a Silver Alert 
that he suggested a f ive-child policy, 
though everyone agreed afterwards 
that it was a pretty dumb idea.

One of the most unorthodox ideas 
on display comes from pro-Western-
ization factions in the Party. As one 
off icial put it , “The American dream is 
supposedly 2 .5 kids and a white picket 
fence.  Why can’t this be the Chinese 
dream?” While nobody has any idea 
how the 2.5-child policy would work, 
the proposers aren’t concerned. Foist-
ing poorly thought-out or impossible 
ideas on the people is a time-honored 
Party tradition and anything, I mean 
anything, is better than a nation which 
unites in one voice to say how easy 
kids have it these days.

Despite the loosening of the one-
child policy, Chinese off icials have 
off icially conf irmed that they will 
not change the nation’s long-running 
one-Party policy.

China Experiments with 
n-Child Policies

Families are now having to call dibs on either top or bottom halves

• Bottle of ointment

• Assigned group partner

• Existential dread

• Blood-soaked past presidents

• Stress

• Palm tree

• Surfer dude

• Parro- oh, I thought you said 
tropical

• Construction worker

• Sexy bottle of ointment

• Sexy assigned group partner

• Sexy existential dread

• Sexy blood-soaked past presidents

• Sexy stress

• Sexy palm tree/parrot/surfer 
dude/etc.

• Sexy construction worker

• Unsexy assigned group partner

Topical 
Halloween 
Costumes

Join readme 
We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 

photomanipulation artists, and Joe.

Meetings @ 7:30pm 
Thursdays in CUC 316

tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu
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      Editing and Writing Staff   

     Fall Back:  Thatcher Montgomery

     Spring Forward:   Rin Fair, Rachel Karp, Anne Kim, Mark Saporta, Charles Li, Dylan Vrana, and introducing Spencer Early!

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do i get it?   readme is available online at cmureadme.com, or in print around campus.

     How do I help?   Email tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, reporters, photographers, photoshoppers, editors, and penguins. 

     And remember: This too shall pass.

Friday
11/06

Saturday
11/07

Sunday
10/25

Monday
10/26

Tuesday
10/27

Wednesday
10/28

Thursday
10/29

Student Activities 
Open House
3:30 PM
Office of Student Activities

Bengali Language 
Classes
7 PM
Porter A19, A19A, A20

Quiz Club 
Meetings
7 PM
Wean 5310

Dance Music 
Night
10 PM
CUC Black Chairs

Trail Maintenance Hike
9:15 AM
Frick Park

SPARK Saturdays
9:45 AM
HH 1303

Stop Hunger Now
11 AM
CUC Weigand Gym

AdventureHunt
12 PM
Porter 100

CMU Board 
Game Club
1 PM
CUC Above Entropy

Shaolin Kung Fu
3 PM
Morewood Activity Room

Taiji Practice
4 PM
Morewood Activity Room

Open Hacking Hours
5 PM
Cyert B6

IGSA Diwali Nite
6 PM
CUC Rangos

Lutheran Campus 
Ministry Service
12:30 PM
Hienz Memorial Chapel

Turkish Republic 
Day Celebration Ball
8 PM
Le Mont

OPT Info Session
12 PM
CUC Rangos

KGB Weekly 
Meeting
4:30 PM
Maggie Mo A14

Music Arranging 
Workshop
5:30 PM
Doherty 1117

Computer Club GBM
5 PM
Wean 5328

Dialogue
8:15 PM
CUC Chapel

Weekly Open 
Rehearsal
4:30 PM
Wean 5403

ALLIES General 
Body Meeting
5 PM
CUC 335 (SoHo)

Why are Facts not 
Enough?
5:30 PM
Wean 5403

Dialogue
6 PM
CUC Danforth

Sanskrit Classes
6:30 PM
Porter A21A

Science Non-Fiction 
Blogging Club
5:30 PM
GHC 6708

Weekly 
Meditation 
Session
6:30 PM
Mindfulness Room

Swing Dance
7:30 PM
CUC Rangos

Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium, 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. Tickets 
are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are available 30 
minutes before each showtime outside of McConomy.

For more details, visit thebridge.cmu.edu.
To get your event on here, put it on the bridge, already. 

Going-Ons


