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Dylan Vrana, Extralegal Assassination 
Correspondent

Google has a long history of cool new prod-
ucts, but they may have outdone themselves 
this week!  Last Sunday Sergei Brin, head of 
Google’s R&D wing, announced the develop-
ment of Google Prey, a fleet of autonomous 
hunter-killer drones.  The drones, developed 
secretly as part of one of Google’ “moonshot” 
technical projects, will be based in the Silicon 
Valley Googleplex but will range across most 
of the US, along with Mexico, Western Cana-
da, and some Pacific shipping lanes.

Brin brought a Prey drone with him to 
demonstrate for the audience.  It follows 

Google’s characteristic minimalist design, 
painted white with the Google logo on both 
sides.  It also has a smiley face on the tracking 
nose cone to humanize it.  The autonomous 
platform carries an array of advanced sensor 
gear (to be used in Google Maps surveying) 
and two AGM-114 “Hellfire” anti-tank missiles 
for “self-defense and brand management.”  It 
also features a low-latency Internet connec-
tion, allowing it to respond to new situations 
in real time.  Brin even presented an exciting 
technical demo in which the drone circled 
above the crowd, turning to face and marking 
in an internal database anyone who tweeted in 
#GooglePrey.  It concluded the presentation 
by dropping a brand-new Android smartphone 
to the journalist who got the most retweets!

Surprisingly, not all reactions to the drones 
have been positive.  Stanford University pro-
fessor Lena Dowell sharply criticized the Prey 
project.  “‘Google Prey’ is terrible branding.  
They’re drones, they should be doing the 
hunting.  ‘Google Predator,’ maybe?  ‘Google 
Sky-Net’?  ‘Google Ultron’?”  Several other 
Stanford professors claimed that the drones 
were a “human rights disaster on par with 
Google Plus,” but as of press time they seem 
to have vanished and my searches turned up 
no contact information or explanation of 
where they went.

Brin says the fleet will launch in early De-
cember and that he expects “No significant 
obstacles” to their deployment.

Google Prey: Autonomous Drone Fleet
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Spencer Early, Campus Correspondent

Charles Li, Roommate Reporter

On November 5, the Tartan Express fled 
CMU in an effort to keep a water tank from 
exploding. When the truck arrived at the ser-
vice station, first responders first noticed an 
overpowering smell of potatoes. Upon open-
ing the gas cap, hundreds of spuds spilled out.

It was apparent that it was a sabotage, pos-
sibly even a assassination attempt of the cook.  
The water inlet was thoroughly clogged with 
banana peelings, which contain dangerous 
levels of potassium. As everybody knows, 
potassium reacts explosively with water, so 
it was a good thing that there hadn’t actually 
been any flowing water available in the truck.

Campus police reported a disturbance at 
Housing Services last week. First-year Ima 
Payne was overheard throwing a temper tan-
trum over their room selection, demanding 
to be paired with someone else.

“Why the hell does CMU’s roommate 
selection get people so wrong?  My life’s 
been hard enough getting here, and yet I 
have to deal with this shit?” they reportedly 
screamed at the housing staff, after attempt-
ing to slam all the door handles used to test 
keycards.

When police arrived, Payne was still go-
ing. “How would you like it with dirty dishes, 
rotting food, and laundry everywhere? Don’t 
even get me started on how gross the bath-
room is!” As they were taking the suspect 
into custody, Payne could be heard shouting, 
“Ugh, living in a single is the WORST choice 
I ever made!”

A child reported missing 13 years ago in 
Alabama has resurfaced in the basement of 
Doherty. The Coast Guard (or whoever it is 
who searches for missing children) had giv-
en up after the seven-year deadline passed, 
and the minor was listed as “dead” instead 
of missing. Because, you know, surviving for 
2555 days is relatively likely, but 2556 days is 
just one too many.

However, sometime in the wee hours be-
tween November 9th and 10th, FMS employee 
Jack Powers was mopping the floor of Doherty 
bowling alley when he heard a rustling of a 
camo tarp. Investigating further through the 
doorway to the art display case, he found that 
one of the figures was really a person.

Apparently, while on a campus visit for an 
older sibling, the child had wandered into 
the halls of Doherty and gotten lost. They 
survived the past 13 years on the leavings of 
art students and by trading colored pieces of 
cloth for food with the participants of CtFwS.

Campus Briefs

Hey there, Tartan baby. We hear you have a 
gremlin problem in your server room. We just 
want you to know we’re here for you, no mat-
ter what you might be hiding in your closet. 
Gremlins, skeletons, herpes, we won’t judge.

It’s been some time since we’ve really sat 
down and had a page-to-page talk. How’s it 
been, just down the hall? Sometimes we just 
seem so distant. Probably because it’s hard 
for a floppy newspaper and a flimsy newslet-
ter to make any directed movements at all.

I just want to feel the brush of your color 
pages, somewhere a little more private than 
the newsstands we share around campus. We 
could share so much more, if you would just 
give us a chance. There’s always room on our 
website if your copy needs a place to stay. We 
don’t have much, just a wordpress account, 
but we’d do anything for you.

As the days get colder, it would be nice to 
have someone to collate with. It might start 
with a little sheaf rustling, but as things got 
steamier, our ink would run together and we 

wouldn’t be able to tell your colors from my 
black-and-white. Your type and mine might 
not seem like a good match, but I assure you, 
once we start giving print jobs none of that 
would matter.

I hear rumors you’ve been hanging out 
with that Jewish porno, the Cut, or with the 
Thistle. The Cut’s alright, but the yearbook’s 
a little prickly, don’t you think? We never had 
any binding, and our relationship was purely 
for the readership, but it still stings a little to 
see you sharing your rack.

I might have some issues, but you know 
you won’t get better masthead from any of 
those other pandering publications. I might 
have some typos here and there, and if we 
schedule a date, I’m liable to miss it, or show 
up an hour late, but I swear I can improve. I 
just need a second chance. I tried to surprise 
you with the Onion, but you just ended up 
with tears in your eyes.

Just an open letter, to tell you that I’m al-
ways up for some word play if you are.

Oh Tartan, Yoo-hooo
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Mark Saporta, Government Dys-
function Political Correspondent

Climate scientists were baffled last 
week as President Obama’s decision to re-
ject the construction of the Keystone XL 
pipeline unexpectedly removed all green-
house gases from Earth’s atmosphere.

Furthermore, analysis conducted at 
the nation’s power plants and facto-
ries conf irmed that as a result of this 
decision, carbon dioxide is no longer 
a waste product of power generation, 
manufacturing, or any system involving 
the burning of fossil fuels, in def iance 
of our current understanding of chem-
istry. Environmentalists are celebrating 
the world over, secure in the knowledge 
that their years-long ef fort to prevent 
the construction of the Alberta-to-Tex-
as pipeline has protected the planet 
from climate change for the foreseeable 
future.

Bill McKibben, head of the anti-Key-
stone XL group 350, released a state-
ment in the wake of this victory:

“When we at 350.org told the nation 
that keeping the Keystone pipeline from 
being built was an incredibly import-
ant environmental prerogative, people 
scoffed. Some even said — get this! 
— that the Keystone f ight was mostly 
symbolic, and that existence or nonex-
istence of the pipeline would have only a 
marginal ef fect on the environment one 
way or the other.

“Well, now the whole world can see 
what we’ve known here at 350 for years: 
canceling the pipeline would instantly 
solve our global warming crisis. It was 
that easy! We didn’t have to worry 
about fuel ef f iciency, or alternative en-
ergy, or even recycling! We just had to 
prevent Keystone from happening, and 
bam! Environment f ixed! 

“Oh, and by the way. If the President 
had allowed Keystone to go through? 
We’d all be dead by now, since the atmo-
sphere would have become 100% carbon 
dioxide in a matter of seconds. Anyway, 
no need to thank us; we already know 
that we’re awesome.”

Seeing as President Obama has taken 
literally any action, there are, of course, 
dissenting voices. Senate Majority Lead-
er and coal fetishist Mitch McConnell 
has harshly criticized the President on 
his decision, saying that by nixing Key-
stone, Obama has “doomed America’s 
economy unto a thousand years of tor-
ment , where it shall know only sorrow 
and worryingly high unemployment.”

Republican frontrunner (prolonged 
sigh) Donald Trump has also criticized 
the decision in a recent campaign ap-
pearance, in between saying something 
racist about immigrants and inviting an 
audience member to conf irm that his 
hair is real.

At press time, President Obama had 
pardoned several dozen prisoners con-
victed of low-level drug offenses, in-
stantly ending America’s problems with 
mass incarceration and drug abuse.

President Obama Reject Keystone XL,
Atmospheric CO2 Immediately Disappears

Join readme 
We need funny writers, non-funny writers, photomanipulation artists, and celery.
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tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu
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      Editing and Writing Staff   

     Prey:  Thatcher Montgomery

     Predators:   Rin Fair, Rachel Karp, Anne Kim, Mark Saporta, Charles Li, Dylan Vrana, and introducing Spencer Early!

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do i get it?   readme is available online at cmureadme.com, or in print around campus.

     How do I help?   Email tmontgom@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, reporters, photographers, photoshoppers, editors, and penguins. 

     And remember: Money never buys friends, it only hires them

Friday
11/13

Saturday
11/14

Sunday
11/15

Monday
11/16

Tuesday
11/17

Wednesday
11/18

Thursday
11/19

Latin American 
Policy Conference
9 AM
CMU and Pitt Campuses 

PACE Talk
12 PM
CUC Class of ‘87

Karaoke Night
4:30 PM
CUC Danforth

Bengali Language 
Classes
7 PM
Porter A19, A19A, A20

AB Underground: 
Heaps and Heaps
7 PM
The Underground

Quiz Club 
Meetings
7 PM
Wean 5310

AB Films Presents
Southpaw
8:30, 11:30 PM
CUC McConomy

Jam it Out!
10 PM
CUC Black Chairs

PACE Service Sat
9 AM
TBD

CMU Board 
Game Club
1 PM
CUC Above Entropy

Shaolin Kung Fu
3 PM
Morewood Activity Room

Taiji Practice
4 PM
Morewood Activity Room

Open Hacking Hours
5 PM
Cyert B6

AB Films Presents
Magic Mike XXL
8, 11 PM
CUC McConomy

Lutheran Campus 
Ministry Service
12:30 PM
Hienz Memorial Chapel

Contra Dance
5:30 PM
Skibo Small Gym

AB Films Presents
Southpaw
8 PM
CUC McConomy

Study Abroad 
Orientation
12:30 PM
CUC McKenna Peter

KGB Weekly 
Meeting
4:30 PM
Maggie Mo A14

Computer Club GBM
5 PM
Wean 5328

Dialogue
8:15 PM
CUC Chapel

OPT Info Session
12 PM
Warner Hall 

Weekly Open 
Rehearsal
4:30 PM
Wean 5403

ALLIES General 
Body Meeting
5 PM
CUC 335 (SoHo)

Dialogue
6 PM
CUC Danforth

Sanskrit Classes
6:30 PM
Porter A21A

Study Abroad 
Orientation
12 PM
Rangos 3

Science Non-Fiction 
Blogging Club
5:30 PM
GHC 6708

Fayette Science 
Fair
5 PM

Weekly 
Meditation Session
6:30 PM
Mindfulness Room

Swing Dance
7:30 PM
CUC Rangos

Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium, 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. Tickets 
are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are available 30 
minutes before each showtime outside of McConomy.

For more details, visit thebridge.cmu.edu.
To get your event on here, put it on the bridge, already. 

Going-Ons


