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Satire News

Hello, dear reader. Yes, you. Come closer. I 
want to feel your gaze upon me, and your hands 
flipping through my pages. You may have only 
picked me up to get to the Tartan underneath, 
but if I have drawn you in this far, you may as 
well keep reading.

The magnificent piece of work currently 
permeating its way through your brain is none 
other than readme, Carnegie Mellon Universi-
ty’s premiere satire magazine. Funded by your 
student activities fee, the diligent staff of read-
me strives to inform and entertain. All while at-
tempting to be funny, they do their best to raise 
student awareness on such important issues as 
racism, classism, ableism, sexism, heterosex-
ism, cissexism, conservatism, sexy-bear-ism, 
and any other -ism you might care to think of.

However, the toiling scriveners’ energy is 
not inexhaustible. Every year, they depend on 
new members to fuel the blood sacrifices that 
keep readme printing. As long as you have 

blood, you too could contribute to readme.

Why join readme, you may wonder? After all, 
there are so many estimable establishments on 
the Carnegie Mellon campus, it can be hard to 
discern which is most worthy of your time. To 
this, I say that there can be no better organi-
zation than readme. It is a feather in your cap 
to future employers (on a serious note, though, 
being on readme really does look good on a 
resume. Apparently, hiring managers love sat-
irists), and teaches valuable life skills like how 
to insult a political opponent while sounding 
classy as fuck.

What’s more, if you’ve ever felt the need to 
interact with intelligent and interesting indi-
viduals while hipster music plays in the back-
ground, you’ll be right at home during our 
weekly meetings and office hours. If this is not 
enough to whet your appetite, we also some-
times have food. (Ha, food puns!)

Even after all this, you may still be unsure 
about signing away your time to readme. May-
be you are tempted, like so many are, to simply 
do nothing and rely upon other people to make 
the contributions needed to keep readme run-
ning. But you know who else thinks like that? 
Communists. You don’t want to be a communist, 
do you? No, I rather thought not. (Those actual-
ly seeking to become communists should look 
into joining KGB instead.) Or perhaps you are 
not a communist, but simply worry you lack the 
wit to produce the droll material readme pro-
vides. Fret not: everyone who now writes sat-
ire, at one point, did not write satire. You are in 
good company.

readme meets weekly from 6:30 to 7:30 
Thursday, in room 318G of the University Cen-
ter conference rooms. Attendance at every 
meeting is not mandatory, though readme ap-
preciates dedication. Alternately, one can email 
our editor-in-chef at mbreitfe@andrew.cmu.
edu.

readme has further made the gracious de-
cision to host a how-to workshop on the fine 
art of satire, to be held on Tuesday, September 
9th, from 6:30-8:00 in room A19C in Porter 
Hall. There may be food. If you are one of those 
who doubts your ability to craft fine satire, this 
should convince you that the current readme 
staff doesn’t know either.

Please understand. Though we at readme 
work tirelessly to produce the satire you all 
so dearly enjoy, we need new recruits to keep 
the presses going. We do not exaggerate when 
we say the fate of readme hangs in the balance. 
Thank you for your consideration.

Martians: Free

Meatbags: $3

Hello, readers.

We are classy motherfuckers.

“BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ACTIVITIES BOARD. THOSE GUYS. ACTIVITES BOARD. YEAH, BRANDING!”
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It should be no surprise to anyone that     
readme is a connoisseur of fine humor. Un-
fortunately, with upcoming ‘comedy’ films 
like Dumb and Dumber 2, it can be hard to 
find the funny in things. Thankfully, mov-
ies like Persecuted more than pick up the 
slack.

In the vein of such classics as Zoolander 
or Dodgeball, Persecuted takes a ludicrous 
premise and rolls with it. In the world of 
Persecuted, American Christians are the 
most persecuted minority of the modern 
day, and only one man, the evangelical 
pastor John Luther, can stand against a 
government-wide conspiracy to quash the 
Christian faith. Things get wackier when 
the conspiracy frames Luther for murder 
so they can pass their anti-Christians bills 
with impugnity. Luther engages in a host 
of zany escapades as he tries to clear his 
name, culminating in a hilarious climax 
where, with a gun in one hand and a ro-
sary in the other, Luther fights to protect 

all that (right-wing conservative) America 
holds dear.

The movie is a brilliant satire of extrem-
ist right-wing values. Some subtle jokes 
may fly over the heads of un-savvy view-
ers, though, and certain actors were woe-
fully miscast--the choice to cast the thor-
oughly unconvincing Gretchen Carlson as a 
television anchor was particularly jarring. 
What’s more, readme finds it rather remiss 
that the film chose not to make the gay ma-
fia part of the film’s shadowy conspiracy. 
How, readme asks, can a film so thoroughly 
spoof the idea that all of America is firmly 
opposed to Christian values, and not in-
clude any hint of the right-wing Christian’s 
worst nightmare, the homosexual? And 
they didn’t even make their President a se-
cret Muslim or anything!

Still, Persecuted more than makes up 
for these faults through its ingenious mar-
keting strategy. Taking a page from mock-

umentarians like Sacha Baron Cohen, the 
filmmakers concocted an elaborate mas-
querade in which the movie was pitched as 
a serious action thriller set in the present 
day. Fred Thompson, who plays Luther’s fa-
ther in the film, revealed his dedication to 
the ruse in a publicity interview when he 
asserted that Persecuted, though a work 
of fiction, described a scenario that could 
reasonably happen in the America of today. 
Truly, the man is an acting genius. How he 
managed to hold back his laughter, readme 
will never know.

Between its premise and the dedicated 
meta-marketing, Persecuted generates 
laughs from start to finish. readme would 
highly recommend it to those who enjoy 
both wry satire and laugh-out-loud slap-
stick. It may not be a perfect film, but re-
adme feels justified in calling it the comedy 
of the year.

readme converts to Satanism

Persecuted  leaves audiences laughing

readme | September 2014

To welcome the incoming class of fresh-
man, readme interviewed one of their 
number. John Smith is a former high school 
star who is now merely average, although 
it seems clear that he hasn’t realized it yet.

When asked about where he’s from, 
Smith answered with a reply readme 
has been hearing from freshman all over 
campus: “I’m from some suburb in the 
northeast, but no one knows where that is 
so I’ve just been saying New York, Wash-
ington, or Boston. The high school I went 
to was pretty good but not great. Like, 
most people only went to places like Case 
Western or Cornell, with a handful going 
to Harvard or MIT.” readme almost point-
ed out the fact that most people going to 
college is an achievement in itself, but 
thought better of it.

Smith is in CIT, but is thinking about 
switching to SCS, which was his first choice 
all along. “You know, I put SCS as my first 
choice, but I think somehow it got mixed 
up in the application process. There’s no 
way they would have rejected me, with 
my membership in 12 clubs (six of which 
I founded), and over 9000 hours of service 
each year since I was a freshman. Not to 
mention my involvement in three varsity 

sports, my self-taught fluency in Espe-
ranto, and the fact that I was first chair 
in both the orchestra and band. And don’t 
get me started on my SAT scores.” Quickly 
moving to cut him off at this point, read-
me turned the conversation to his current 
time at CMU.

“So far I’m taking, like, 54 units,  but 
I’m thinking of maybe tossing in 21-127. I 
mean, with a title like ‘Concepts of Mathe-
matics,’ it’ll probably be a cakewalk, and 
it’ll look good when I apply to--” It was at 
this point Smith realized he had already 
reached his end goal of college. “Well, it’ll 
look good on my resume,” he finished.

Pointing out that this is a lot of classes, 
readme had to refrain from giggling at 
the response. “Well, in high school, I took 
AP classes and still only had a few hours 
of homework a week. I’ve been on the ad-
vanced track since elementary school, 
and they always say the next level will be 
harder, but it never has been. I figure CMU 
will be the same.”

At last report, Smith was curled in a fe-
tal position in the Hunt Library, his screen 
covered with scraps of code and various 
error reports.

Freshman Speaks, Expects
 CMU to be “Cakewalk”

WHOO! PARTY AT CLUB HUNT!!

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, pho-
tomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
6:30 pm Thursdays

in UC 318G
Email mbreitfe@cmu.edu

for more information

Guide to CMU 
Acronyms

BH: Baker Hall

SH: Scaife Hell

PH: Pretty-sure-this-is-also-Baker Hall

DH: Dull-herty Hall

POS: Poser Hall

MI: The Mile-away Institute (aka GCH: 

Gotham City Hall!)
IA: Tepper School of Business. Somehow.   

Don’t ask us how that works.

CUC: The Center formerly-known-as-the UC

GHC: Great Halls of Code

WEH: We Enjoy Hating (on this concrete 

fortress)

PCA: Pretentiously Classy Architecture

CS: Crazy-high Salaries

SCS: Second CS

IS: Information Systems, usually. But be 

careful.

H&SS: Humans with Social Skills

BXA: Bachelor of ALL THE MAJORS

CivE: latest Sid Meier Civilization game

CFA: College of the Freakin’ Attractive

CMU: Central Michigan Uni- wait, no, that’s

not right.

Warning: Buildings in picture are less explosive than they 
appear

Sorry, Pope Francis, but there’s a new cool 
religion in town.

Satanism’s always had a bad rap in reli-
gious circles. As longtime Satanists ourselves 
(two weeks is a long time, right?) readme 
knows how unfair the discrimination can be. 
Our deity tries to destroy all that is good and 
holy and plunge the world into eternal dark-
ness one time, and nobody ever lets us forget 
it. Then there was the whole ‘D&D will steal 
your soul’ thing, but give us some credit—at 
least we weren’t the ones responsible for 4th 
edition.

See, there’s a lot of misconceptions about 
how the modern Satanist practices. There’s 
this idea we engage in infant sacrifices even 
though, in this economy, a baby’s-worth of 
blood will only buy you, like a minor imp at 
best, or moonlight sex orgies (also not a thing, 
sadly). No, today’s Satanist prefers a more el-
egant method of striking back against God’s 
domain—like finding hilariously legal ways 
to stick it to religious conservatives.

For instance, over the summer the Su-
preme Court ruled that it was legal for corpo-
rations to opt out of providing certain man-

datory healthcare benefits to its employees if 
doing so would violate the corporation’s re-
ligious beliefs. And also apparently that said 
corporations could even have religious beliefs 
in the first place. Yeah. It was a controversial 
decision, to say the least.

The ruling was kicked off by the efforts of 
nationwide crafts chain Hobby Lobby, which 
is primarily owned by a Pentacostal Christian 
family, who asserted that many of the contra-
ceptives required by Obamacare were in fact 
abortion agents, and thus their religion re-
quired they refuse to provide them. 

The decision was met with significant crit-
icism. Though religious conservatives and 
pro-life lobbyists supported the ruling, many 
worried about the potential for abuse the 
ruling invited. After all, if the only thing one 
needs to be above the law is to believe hard 
enough, where will it end?

According to the Satanic Temple, the an-
swer is: ‘awesomeness’.

Following the Hobby Lobby ruling, the Sa-
tanic Temple (readme’s official religion, and 
totally different from the Church of Satan, 

guys, like seriously) announced that certain 
state-mandated pre-abortion procedures like 
abortion counseling and transvaginal ultra-
sounds were a violation of its religious beliefs. 
It asserted that Satanic women could not, le-
gally, be required to partake in such proce-
dures. As precedent, the Temple cited none 
other than the Supreme Court Hobby Lobby 
ruling that had just gone out.

The best part is, the whole thing’s com-
pletely on the level. The Satanic Temple has 
long held the belief that “one’s decisions about 
one’s own body are paramount”, including 
the decisions of women seeking abortion. 
In short, they took a ruling that only exists 
because Hobby Lobby wanted to reduce the 
number of abortions, and used it to make 
things easier for women seeking that exact 
procedure. It turns out that not only is the 
Devil real, he’s also a satiric genius.

Only time will tell if Satanic women will be 
able to successfully practice their religious 
right to voluntary abortion, or whether con-
servatives will find some way to justify deny-
ing it. We’re not too worried, though. If we’ve 
learned anything from this, it’s that if you 
mess with the Devil, you get the horns.

mailto:ikrislov@cmu.edu
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Back in June, the Supreme Court ruled 
that it was unconstitutional for the police to 
search one’s cell phone without a warrant, 
on the ground that today’s cell phones con-
tain so much personal information that to 
allow police unrestricted access would be 
a gross violation of privacy. In the majority 
opinion, Chief Justice Roberts went so far as 
to remark that “[cell phones] are now such 
a pervasive and insistent part of daily life 
that the proverbial visitor from Mars might 
conclude they were an important feature of 
human anatomy.”

Well, readme has never been one to shy 
away from one-upping Supreme Court Jus-
tices, so we’ve done him one better and con-
tacted a real life Martian to see if he agrees 
with Roberts’ assertion.

“WHAT IS THIS PRIMITIVE ‘TWITTER’ 
YOU EARTHLINGS UTILIZE,” said Gorblax 
after we sent him a tweet asking for an inter-
view. “OUR MARTIAN HASHTAGS OPERATE 
IN THREE DIMENSIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY! 
#MARTIANS_RULE #EARTHLINGS_DROOL 
#LOL”

Despite Gorblax’s general scorn for our 
inferior bird-based social media platforms, 
he consented to talk with us about our re-

cent Supreme Court rulings. “AH, YES,” said 
Gorblax. “THE SCALIA EARTHLING IS MOST 
ENTERTAINING. I LIKE THE PART WHERE 
HE BELIEVES THAT AMERICA IS NOT RAC-
IST #EARTHLING_DISCRIMINATION #SO_
FUNNY #I_AM_IN_STITCHES”

Gorblax reported that he was pleased 
with the decision to protect cell phones 
from searches without warrant, and also 
with the recent Hobby Lobby ruling that 
corporations were allowed to withhold 
contraceptives on religious grounds. What 
confused readme was that, for some reason, 
Gorblax seemed to have the impression the 
two rulings were somehow related.

When asked to elaborate, he explained, 
“IT IS GOOD TO SEE YOU EARTHLINGS 
HAVE FINALLY RECOGNIZED THE INFE-
RIORITY OF YOUR HUMAN UTERUSES 
TO THEIR TECHNOLOGICAL COUNTER-
PARTS. WE ON MARS TRANSCENDED OUR 
PUNY MEATBODIES LONG AGO AND NOW 
EXIST IN A STATE OF DIGITAL PERFEC-
TION #MARTIANS_RULE_AGAIN #EM-
BRACE_THE_SINGULARITY #ALL_GLO-
RY_TO_THE_HYPNOTOAD”

On the other hand, Gorblax was horrified 
by the ruling that the EPA could continue 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions from 
stationary sources. “WHAT,” he tweet-
ed. “NO YOU CAN’T DO THAT. WITHOUT 
ENOUGH GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, 
WE WON’T BE ABLE TO FOCUS THE SUN’S 
RAYS ON YOUR POLAR ICE CAPS IN PREPA-
RATION FOR THE INVAS—I MEAN, THE UH, 
PARTY. THE MARTIAN PARTY WE WILL 
THROW FOR YOU WHEN YOU EARTHLINGS 
GET ENOUGH GREENHOUSE GASES. THAT 
ONE. GLOBAL WARMING IS A MYTH ANY-
WAYS, I WOULDN’T WORRY TOO MUCH. 
#TEACH_THE_CONTROVERSY #NO_INVA-
SION_HERE #IN_FACT_FORGET_I_SAID_
ANYTHING”

Thatcher Montgomery        9:57 PM
Hey Marisa, this is Thatcher, your co-ed-

itor. I just want to let you know that we’re 
actually short one article for our first issue.

Marisa Breitfeller        9:59 PM
Thatcher: Fuck. Give me a second.

Marisa Breitfeller        10:04 PM
Yeah, I’ve got nothing.

Thatcher Montgomery        10:24 PM
Well, let’s see, we haven’t done a letter to 

the editor in a while, have we?

Marisa Breitfeller        10:34 PM
Yes! Perfect! Nigerian prince scam?

Thatcher Montgomery        10:40 PM
We did that already.

Marisa Breitfeller        10:40 PM
readme budget discussions?

Thatcher Montgomery        10:42 PM
 Check.

Marisa Breitfeller        10:43 PM
Creepily sexual Halloween advice?

Thatcher Montgomery        10:47 PM
Already done. And it isn’t Halloween. 

Wait. We’re editors. And these are letters...

Marisa Breitfeller        10:50 PM
I don’t follow.

Thatcher Montgomery        10:50 PM
If you think about it, that email you just 

wrote was technically a letter to an editor..

Marisa Breitfeller        10:55 PM
Aaaaaaaaaaaand?

Thatcher Montgomery        10:58 PM
And, we’re looking for letters to editors to 

use in our readme issue.

Marisa Breitfeller        11:00 PM
You’re gonna have to spell it out for me.

Thatcher Montgomery        11:03 PM
What if we printed these emails as our let-

ters to the editor?

Marisa Breitfeller        11:05 PM
That’d be a complete cop-out. We’d be 

getting a whole article for no work.

Marisa Breitfeller        11:05 PM
LET’S DO IT.

Letters to editor: readme struggles to fill article space

Interview with a Martian

You guys, so advanced.

It is hard to ignore the increasing num-
ber of black people being assaulted, injured, 
and even killed by white police officers. Be-
tween internet awareness campaigns, an 
increase of violence being caught on cell 
phones, and highly public cases such as the 
Ferguson protests, it’s almost impossible 
to find someone who hasn’t heard of what’s 
going on. Almost.

“Now that you mention it,” said the 
wealthy white male who waylaid readme 
on the way to the AB offices, claiming he 
absolutely had to talk with it about this is-
sue, “I have been seeing them in the news 
recently, all the marching and looting and 
things. Just terrible. I’m not entirely sure 
what it’s all about, though.”

After being informed about the death of 
Michael Brown (an 18-year-old black male, 
unarmed, who got into a confrontation 
with a white police officer and was shot six 
times) in Ferguson, Missouri, and the death 
of Eric Garner (a 43-year-old black male, 
who was suspected of selling illegal ciga-
rettes and died after being put into a choke-
hold by a white police officer, despite being 
heard to say “I can’t breathe”), in New York, 
our source mentioned that they could have 
guessed it was something like that.

“I thought maybe they were reruns of 
the Trayvon Martin business,” said the 
anonymous white man, “There are just too 
many black folk getting themselves killed 

these days. You’d think people would have 
gotten used to it by now.”

“I mean, hell,” he added, “black people 
mug white people all the time, and no one 
gets riled up over that.” Except that peo-
ple do, actually? It’s just not on the same 
scale because a random mugging doesn’t 
represent a systemic bias on the part of 
the people responsible for our very safe-
ty? When readme pointed this out, the 
man replied, “No, I saw it on Fox News and 
everything. They don’t give a shit. Fox & 
Friends wouldn’t get something like that 
wrong.” Also, good to know our police of-
ficers, whose job description is to protect 
and serve, are only supposed to be held to 
the same standards as muggers.

But our interviewee asserted that he 
didn’t see the police behavior as an issue. 
“I don’t see why there have been so many 
problems,” he said. “I mean, I’ve only been 
stopped once by the police, and then I just 
stood up out of the car and lifted my shirt 
to show them my concealed carry. It turned 
out I knew the guy, and we had donuts to-
gether after he reminded me to fix my tail-
light. Why can’t black people just do that?”

Upon hearing that the source had a con-
cealed carry, readme suddenly realized 
that maybe he wasn’t just happy to see it, 
and that now would be a good time to make 
a discreet retreat.

College can be a frightening experi-
ence. You show up on campus and 
suddenly you’re surrounded by un-
familiar faces who all seem to know 
each other already. Maybe because 
they just had PlayFair two days ago. 

Well, never fear! For your edifica-
tion, readme proudly presents: The 
Freshman Survival Guide! Now you, 
too, can learn how to survive the 
freshmen.

Freshman travel in herds. Avoid 
large groups and don’t make eye 
contact with the head of the pack.
Many freshman wear their ID cards 
on lanyards. This can be used to 
identify stragglers.
Most freshman live either on or 
near campus. They can thus carry 
lighter encumbrances than an 
off-campus upperclassman. Take 
this into account when calculating 
necessary retreat speed.
Freshman are unfamiliar with the 
lay of the land. Use this to your 
advantage but be warned! The 
freshman will adapt and this tactic 
will soon become futile.
Some may tell you that the fresh-
men are more afraid of you than 
you are of them. While this advice 
is occasionally true, it’s best not 
to rely on it. If a freshman appears 
frightened, don’t discount the pos-
sibility that it could be a feint.
Campus eating places are often 
filled with hungry freshmen. Avoid 
whenever possible and always 
have an escape route handy.
At some point, you may find your-
self taking a class with a freshman. 
Do not panic. The presence of 
a professor is often enough to 
deter attacks, but beware fresh-
man-dense classes like 112 or 
Principles of Econ. If you find your-
self in one of those, readme can no 
longer help you.

...hang on a moment, readme’s get-
ting a call on its imaginary earpiece.  
What’s that, earpiece? This was 
supposed to be a survival guide for  
the freshmen? Why would readme do 
that? They scare us enough already.

White Guy Gives Opinion 
on Ferguson, Police

Because he’s probably not biased or anything

The Freshmen 
Survival Guide!
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Going-Ons The Pictures
Activities Board General Interest Meeting
Monday, September 8 @ 4:30
Margaret Morrison A14

Satire Workshop
Tuesday, September 9 @ 6:30
Porter Hall A19C

Lecture on Music Therapy by Moby (yes, that Moby)
Sunday, September 14 @ 1:30 (subject to change, more infor-
mation to come later)
Kresge Theatre, CFA
...but seriously, guys, Moby.

Ballroom Dance Lessons
Mondays and Wednesdays @ 7:30pm and 8:15pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

Salsa Lessons
Fridays @ 7:00pm, followed by social @ 8:00pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

Tartan Swing--Swing Dance Lessons
Thursdays @ 7:30pm, followed by dance @ 8:30pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

X-Men: Days of Future Past
Friday, September 5 @ 8:00pm and 11pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

Godzilla
Friday, September 12 @ 8pm and 10:30pm
Sunday, September 14 @ 8pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

Maleficent
Saturday, September 13 @ 7pm and 9:30pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

     Satanists:  Marisa Breitfeller, Thatcher Montgomery

     Sacrifices:   Karpur Shukla, and pretty much nobody else. Introducing honesty, I guess.

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do i get it?   readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email mbreitfe@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors, and donuts. 

     And remember: It’s not November, no matter what readme might accidentally tell you.
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