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Satire News

    We all know why the world is the terri-
ble, scary place it is today. It’s because that 
bastard Obama did nothing for his first six 
years in office (no, if we’ve said it once we’ve 
said it a thousand times, health care doesn’t 
count). Despite calling on him to be more 
assertive, more aggressive, more stubborn, 
more bullheaded, and more of an asshole, 
as befits the leader of the free world, he has 
remained calm and collected and refused 
to put more American boots on the ground, 
where they belong. 

Obviously, this strategy was ineffective, 
because his pussy-footin’ cowardice led to 
the current unstable situation in Iraq and 
the Middle East in general. It’s his fault the 
hornet’s nest was stirred up in the first 
place. Thanks, Obama.

You see, warmongers have been calling 
for more military aggression overseas ever 
since Obama came into office. When the Arab 
Spring awoke, who was there to help the dic-
tators we’ve been propping up since the 50s? 
When the Syrian Civil War erupted, who was 
there to help tear down the cruel and vicious 
dictator, as long as the help didn’t end up in 
the hands of extremists? When Putin invad-
ed Ukraine, who was there to help beat back 
the filthy commies? Not Obama, that’s who.

    Anyways, after twiddling his thumbs 
for far too long, Obama finally pulled the 
trigger and got us involved in another messy 
conflict. Air strikes in Iraq to combat ISIS, an 
organization that beheads journalists and 
whose sole goal is to establish an ultra-con-
servative theocratic state? You might think 
that we would support our quibbler-in-chief 

once he’s made a decision. But how could we? 
Obama’s plan is outrageous. It just goes too 
far. Or not far enough. Or in the wrong direc-
tion. Whatever the case, Obama was wrong.

    Sure, he’s done something, outlining a 
plan in the time-honored tradition of killing 
the bad guys without actually declaring war. 
But why should we support this action? All 
he wants to do is bomb them into oblivion, 
without committing to a drawn-out ground 
war. Or, rather, he wants to spend our money 
and risk our soldiers lives getting engaged 
in some other nations’ conflicts. Either way, 
it’s not what we wanted. Maybe it’s a ruse for 
the mid-term elections. As such, we cannot 
endorse Obama’s action, just as we could not 
endorse his inaction. He’s a terrible presi-
dent, no matter what he does. Really.

Not Free Speech: Free

Free Speech: $3

Obama: Just Plain Wrong

Aw, now Sadface Obama is making us sad, too! Thanks, Sadface Obama!

“README NUMBER 2: ELECTRIC BOOGALOO.”
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In the wake of the (not-so-) Great Celeb-
rity Nude Leak of 2014, it’s important to be 
aware of the growing problem of Internet 
privacy violations. After all, everyone is 
entitled to some measure of privacy, no 
matter how famous they are. readme is, 
of course, referring to the heinous wrongs 
done onto Reddit user Johnsmcjohn, the 
hero who revealed to the world that ce-
lebrities, too, are naked underneath their 
clothes.

Johnsmcjohn, known sometimes to his 
friends as ‘John’, had posted stolen nude 
photos of celebrities like Jennifer Law-
rence, Kate Upton, and McKayla Maroney to 
a Reddit sub-forum called /r/TheFappen-
ing (no, readme didn’t make up that name. 
Yes, it is okay to groan into your hands at 
that). He was reportedly quite pleased 

by the popularity of the forum, tweeting 
“Memorable Labor Day weekend” on Sun-
day evening when news of the photos be-
gan to spread.

John is, of course, humble about his In-
ternet celebrity, as shown on his “Ask Me 
Anything” Q&A on Reddit, where he said, 
“On Sunday I created /r/TheFappening, the 
fastest growing subreddit in history.”

“I am not claiming to be a Pulitzer Prize 
winning author,” said John, “nor am I claim-
ing to be famous. But I created the fastest 
growing sub in the history of [Reddit].” 
We can all only hope to reach such great 
heights.

John’s fame did come with a price, 
however. In the same Q&A session, John 

claimed that he felt uncomfortable with so 
many people knowing about his person-
al information, including his accounts on 
other websites. After the Washington Post 
profiled John, he angrily typed a message 
into the Internet void on how the article 
detailed personal information irrelevant 
to his work on Reddit. He did not under-
stand, he said, why people were so willing 
to shame him for things he did privately on 
his personal time, for his own amusement, 
and which were in no way related to the 
material he chose to release to the general 
public.

To learn more about John’s views on this 
gross violation of his privacy, visit his Twit-
ter, LinkedIn, personal blog, or numerous 
posts to Reddit’s dedicated cocaine forum 
(also not made up. Yeah…).

Man Who Leaked Nude Pics Complains 
about Privacy
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As a newspaper concerned with the 
comings and goings of college students, 
readme is, of course, obligated to get ut-
terly wasted on a regular basis. You know, 
for research. On one of these ‘research 
runs’, readme happened to run into Scot-
land, who announced to readme that he 
was considering breaking up with Britain, 
his girlfriend of three hundred years.

When readme asked why, Scotland re-
sponded, “I’ve just got to be free to do my 
own thing, you know? I’m sick of being 
tied down.”

Now, readme is something of an expert 
on long-term relationships, having been 
together with the Tartan for all of five 
months, so it felt more than qualified to 
comment on Scotland’s centuries-long re-
lationship. But when readme suggested 
that maybe all Scotland needed to do was 
talk with Britain, he scoffed that she can 
be, quote, ‘a real bitch’ sometimes. “She’s 
always regulating me,” he said over his 
glass of Irish whiskey, “never lets me try 
anything. I’ve got big ideas, you know, but 
no, she’s always got to do things her way.”

readme wanted to counsel caution, but 
Scotland insisted he could make the sin-
gle life work. “I knew this one guy, Czech 
Republic,” he said, “and he was really tight 
with his girlfriend Slovakia. But then they 
broke up and it was the best thing that 
ever happened to him.” readme, remem-
bering its own breakup, was a little more 

skeptical.

And readme’s not the only one con-
cerned. Besides the hordes of Whovi-
ans who worry they’ll never get another 
dreamy Scottish Doctor, experts wonder 
how the breakup will affect Scotland’s 
place in the friendgroup. “There’s a real 
chance the European Union will side with 
Britain on this one,” said Dr. K. Kapur, an 
expert in Gossip Studies. “The resulting 
dramabomb could leave Scotland com-
pletely isolated.”

The only one not concerned, surpris-
ingly, is Britain herself. “He’s just throw-
ing a temper tantrum,” Britain said when 
confronted by readme. “He wouldn’t last a 
year on his own. I’m already paying for his 
rent, and he thinks he can just make it on 
his own? Please.”

Britain maintains that Scotland leaving 
her would be “the biggest mistake of his 
life”. She also noted that the pound is her 
thing, okay, and if Scotland leaves she’s 
totally keeping that. “I mean, I guess he 
can go on the Euro, but why would he even 
want to? Like, ew.”

“Look, if you’re really serious about 
this, whatever,” said Britain in an open 
letter to her for-now boyfriend. “But you’d 
better mail me my stuff, okay? I left a 
whole bunch of nukes off your coast the 
last time I was over and I want those back. 
They have sentimental value.”

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
6:30 pm Thursdays

in UC 318G
Email mbreitfe@cmu.edu

for more information
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The AB Shadowy Conspiracy Committee is always 
looking for new members

While most CMU students were recov-
ering from hangovers (or all-nighters) 
on Labor Day Monday, a dreadful piece of 
news came from Russia’s space agency: five 
geckos that were sent to orbit in July were 
found dead after the spacecraft landed on 
September 1.

According to the agency’s website, these 
geckos were part of an experiment that 
studied how weightless environment af-
fects geckos’ reproduction. However, scien-
tists lost communications with the satellite 

soon after it made orbit. They were not able 
to control the aircraft, or to observe the 
geckos. One imagines the geckos found a 
way to turn off camera feed after they re-
alized that they should be charging money 
for this prime gecko porn.

Through subsequent investigations 
after the spacecraft landed, engineers 
discovered that there was a heating mal-
function in the cabin, which made the sex 
experiment a lot hotter. Literally.

Despite the setback, the agency is de-
termined to continue sending animals into 
space. According to a poll on its website, 
the number one creature that people want 
to send to space next is Justin Bieber, with 
the hope that he will never return to Earth.

Not everyone was as optimistic as Rus-
sia’s space agency, though. Some worried 
that this was an attempt by Putin to devel-
op cosmically-irradiated space geckos for 
the sake of world domination, while others 
were simply concerned by the fact that the 
Russians chose to send an odd number of 
geckos into space, which can only mean 
they planned for some hot gecko three-
somes somewhere down the line.

Although the scientists have a working 
theory on what killed their geckos, several 
biology students offered readme an alter-
native:

“Sex kills,” said one, and a few others 
nodded. “I mean, it makes total sense. It’s 
why I am alive here, at CMU, unlike those 
sexy space geckos. Don’t ask me how.”

Kinky Space Experiment Goes Horribly
   Awry

“Let me show you how to save fifteen percent or more on car insurance.”

Scotland to Britain: “It’s Not
 You, It’s Me.”

No, we’re not putting a picture here. Perverts.

mailto:ikrislov@cmu.edu
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Carnegie Mellon University recently 
announced the launch of CMU BrianHub, a 
global initiative to understand the complex 
relationship between the Brian and his en-
vironment. To this end, the University has 
been recruiting Brians for study and re-
search purposes. They will be compensat-
ed for their time and hair loss.

“I’m not sure what we’ll be doing, but I 
can’t turn down cash,” said Brian #3 (CFA 
’19). When asked if the study’s methodol-
ogy had followed standard ethics practic-
es, Brian #7 (MCS ’18) appeared confused. 

“I’m just here for the free food,” he said. 
Approximately five minutes later, he was 
escorted out by University Police, which 
frightened Brian #5 (DC ’18), who hid un-
der a table until they left.

The involved researchers seemed enthu-
siastic about finding cures for common Bri-
an afflictions, such as Brian fever, Brian’s 
disease, and acne. “We’re hoping to develop 
new tools for finding and treating these ill-
nesses quickly and efficiently,” said neuro-
bioecologist Brian Griffin. “I’m particular-
ly invested in this project because I don’t 

want any other Brians to experience what 
I’ve gone through.” His eyes then darted 
around as he blushed into his drink. read-
me didn’t ask.

readme was able to meet up with Brian 
#4 (MCS ‘15) after his first research ses-
sion. “It was bizarre,” he said. “All I did was 
sit in a room and listen to a Monty Python 
song. Then I had to write a paragraph about 
how I felt while getting an MRI.” Brian #8’s 
(CIT ‘14) experience was quite different: 
“First I listened to a recording telling me 
how high and noble I was. Then I was hand-
ed a teleportation-making gun and direct-
ed through obstacle courses by a friendly 
female voice. Finally, I spun in a circle while 
listening to ‘Brian Wilson’ on repeat. I’m 
definitely going back for the next session.” 
When asked why, he responded, “I ran out 
of blocks, and I need to eat somehow.”

No definite results have yet arrived from 
the experiments, but researchers remain 
hopeful. “We’re going to keep trying until 
we get results, even if it kills them,” said 
Griffin, then: “Can you not print that? The 
ethics committee is displeased enough as 
it is.”

The Terrorist Group Formerly Known as 
ISIS is currently holding a nationwide conven-
tion to decide a properly terrifying acronym. 
“We want to be scary-sounding, you know?” 
said a representative of the organization. 
“ISIS doesn’t sound scary. It sounds like an 
alternative rock band. Besides, the Egyptians 
are getting worked up over it—something 
about ancient blasphemy, I think.”

“It’s bad enough having a goddess named 
Nut,” commented one Egyptian mythology 
expert. “Can we at least keep this name dig-
nified?”

The session was opened by a riveting 
speech from the group’s leader, Caliph Ibra-
him ibn Awad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ali ibn Mu-
hammad al-Badri al-Samarrai. However, that 

quickly wound down after he began referring 
to himself in the third person and put most 
of the members to sleep. Debate then began 
over whether the group should be IS, ISI, ISIS, 
ISIL, or some other combination of letters for 
“maximum 3spooky5me factor,” as request-
ed by another member. “I would actually 
prefer to go back to Tanzim Qa’idat al-Jihad fi 
Bilad al-Rafidayn, but nobody else seems to 
like it,” said the man. “Now that was a name 
to send shivers down an enemy’s spine!”

Multiple times throughout the session, 
readme noticed members referencing a 
mysterious paper. After some subtle body 
language, readme was able to obtain a copy, 
which turned out to be a “cheat sheet” of 
sorts. “Hey, even we can’t keep track,” said 
a representative sitting in the back of the 

chamber and folding a paper airplane. The 
list included JTJ, AQI, ISI, ISIL, ISIS, IS, QSIS, 
and “kill all who mention Da’esh.” readme 
decided to avoid the term.

After a full day of debate, representatives 
were unable to come to a verdict. Spirits 
remained high, though. “Our projections 
show that we’ll be taking over the entirety 
of the Fertile Crescent by 2015,” said the Ca-
liph. “We’re hoping for a 10 percent market 
share by October.” When asked if President 
Obama’s call for drone strikes would affect 
his model, he appeared shocked and began 
whispering fiercely to an aide, who had just 
been struck by what appeared to be a paper 
airplane. The session was then quickly called 
to a close, the question unanswered.

Terrorist Group Seeking Terrifying Acronym

In a new move meant to reward students 
using the block system, CulinArt at CMU is 
to begin giving out a complementary set of 
dentures with every meal. For those stu-
dents somehow in full possession of their 
dental faculties, alternative prizes include 
old issues of National Geographic, copies of 
the 1962 Farmer’s Almanac, spare doilies, 
and beginner’s crochet kits.

“We’ve got all these students signing up 
for all these senior citizen eating times,” 
said an anonymous supervisor at Skibo 
Cafe. “I’m sure they’ll love these matching 
accessories.”

Many students surveyed by readme staff 
seem to agree, and can be seen out on cam-
pus decked out with these doddering deco-
rations. Several environmental science ma-
jors have reported many enjoyable hours 
spent studying National Geographic. Both 
CFA majors and the English department 
have reported a high satisfaction with the 
crochet kits, citing “major increases in pro-
crastination efficiency and productivity,” 
according to a Philosophy and Creative 
Writing major, who wishes to stay anony-
mous to potential employers.

Senior members of the CMU academic 
community have applauded the venture. 
“Even though we don’t actually pay for or 
use blocks - because, I mean, who would?” 
said Seymour Citisen, associate professor 
of history. “But it’s nice to see that more 
students are being encouraged to follow an 
elderly lifestyle.” According to many older 

staff, eating after seven A.M. is far too late, 
and dinners after six are disruptive to the 
digestive system. “Early to bed and early to 
rise,” said Citisen. “You know the rest.”

CulinArt employees have also hinted at 
plans for different shapes, sizes, flavors 
and colors for distributed dentures, but 
no claims have yet been substantiated. 
Suggestions of replacing “lunch” blocks 
with “tea-time” and offering mushy pota-
toes-and-peas casserole at the Exchange 
in place of its normal menu have been met 
with widespread approval. CulinArt man-
agers, however, have so far given no indica-
tion as to their next innovative ideas.

“We like to mix things up,” said the anon-
ymous Skibo employee. “Keep things inter-
esting, you know? But not too interesting.”

Some students do disagree with this 
plan, calling the distribution of dentures 
“insulting” and the meal scheduling times 
“ridiculous.”

“We already get up later, stay up lat-
er, stay up longer than older people,” said 
undeclared freshman Nue Too Schuel. “We 
need better dining hours. And what’s the 
point of giving these dentures out? Spend 
the money somewhere useful, like hiring 
more cashiers at Resnik Servery.”

In response, Professor Citisen had this 
to say: “The problem isn’t the eating times. 
It’s that people are still using the dining 
plan at all. So suck it up, nerds.”

Free speech is hard, you guys. Sure, 
people say we can say whatever we 
want, but every time I yell ‘Fire!’ in a 
crowded movie theater, I somehow 
get arrested. And it’s like, come on 
guys, that was obviously perfor-
mance art. Get off my back.

The point is, sometimes it’s tough 
figuring out what you can and can’t 
say these days. Thankfully, readme 
has put together a guide on the rules 
of free speech, helpfully provided 
by lawmakers, political pundits, and 
those people who hang out on Fox 
News message boards:

Free Speech: Companies hiring 
CEOs who donate money to anti- 
gay lobbyists.
Not Free Speech: Companies ask-
ing people to boycott companies 
whose CEOs donate to anti-gay 
lobbyists.

Free Speech: Calling a federal 
official “a witless off-brand Pippi 
Longstocking”.
Not Free Speech: Calling Bill 
O’Reilly bad at his job.

Free Speech: Teaching children 
about creationism.
Not Free Speech: Teaching teenag-
ers about safe sex.

Free Speech: Doctors giving wom-
en (false) information about how 
their abortions will hurt them.
Not Free Speech: Doctors suggest-
ing people lock up their guns so 
kids won’t shoot themselves.

Free Speech: Religious groups pro-
testing funerals of gay veterans.
Not Free Speech: Unions protest-
ing low wages.

Free Speech: Straight-up lying 
about political opponents.
Not Free Speech: Nonviolent 
protest.

And, when in doubt, remember the 
Golden Rule:

Free Speech: Money.
Not Free Speech: Actual speech.

CulinArt Offers Bold, Old 
Plan for Meals

Pictured: CulinArt’s ideal customer

How To: Freedom 
of Speech

CMU Launches Global Brian Research
 Initiative



readmereadmereadmere
Going-Ons The Pictures
Ballroom Dance Lessons
Mondays and Wednesdays @ 7:30pm and 8:15pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

Salsa Lessons
Fridays @ 7:00pm, followed by social @ 8:00pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

Tartan Swing--Swing Dance Lessons
Thursdays @ 7:30pm, followed by dance @ 8:30pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

CMU Northern Shaolin Kung Fu Club
Saturdays @ 3:00pm
Morewood Gardens Activity Room

Tim Ruff
Thursday, September 18 @ 7:30pm
Skibo Cafe

Grizfolk
Sunday, September 28 @ 7:00pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

The Fault in Our Stars
Friday, September 19 @ 8:00pm and 10:30pm
Sunday, September 21 @ 8:00 pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

The Edge of Tomorrow
Saturday, September 20 @ 8:00pm and 10:30pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

22 Jump Street
Friday, September 26 @ 8:00pm and 10:30pm
Sunday, September 28 @ 8:00 pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

Chef
Friday, September 27 @ 8:00pm and 10:30pm
FREE with student ID/$3 without

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

     Corporations:  Marisa Breitfeller, Thatcher Montgomery

     People:   Karpur Shukla, and introducing Christopher Benson, Gordon Estes, Anne Kim, Michelle Ma, and Josh Yu!

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do i get it?   readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email mbreitfe@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors, and hugs. 
     And remember: Winter is coming. I mean, did you guys go outside this weekend? It’s not summer anymore, folks.
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