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Satire News

readme is proud to announce that Carnegie 
Mellon has recently joined a most prestigious 
group of colleges that includes MIT, Vassar, 
Johns Hopkins, and Cambridge University. Like 
these esteemed university before us, CMU has 
been recognized for its great achievement in 
ironically fucking up the one thing it’s sup-
posed to be good at. You probably know where 
we’re going with this.

Now, it should be noted that pretty much 
every media outlet has already forgotten about 
the story by this point, and trying to write 
something new about it would be the equiva-
lent beating a dead horse, but fuck that, read-
me prints too infrequently to be timely! So, for 
those of you not in the loop, what happened 
is that CMU’s School of Computer Science had 
sent out around 800 acceptance letters to its 
prestigious master’s of science program, only 
to inform the lucky ‘acceptees’ seven hours lat-
er that they had not been accepted after all.

The story quickly spread through social and 
mainstream media, most likely due to the sheer 
irony of one of the top tech schools in the coun-
try fumbling their basic email skills. Of course, 

this technical snafu is no shock to anyone who 
actually goes here, where faulty projectors, 
wifi issues, and printer troubles are common-
place (seriously, CMU. If you have a computer 
lab where all of the computers run Linux, get a 
printer that actually prints LibreOffice docs!), 
but we suppose non-CMU people might still get 
a chuckle out of it.

Since then, Dean of SCS Andrew Moore has 
spoken to CMU reporters about the incident. 
He explained that the ‘mishap’ was a result 
of three separate errors that all had to occur 
for the incorrect emails to be sent. Probably 
what he means with this is that the emails 
were a freak accident unlikely to happen again. 
But what readme finds interesting about this 
statement is that it means the SCS department 
fucked up on no less than three separate occa-
sions here. That bespeaks of a little more than 
just a freak thing.

According to sources, the department is in 
the midst of a “detailed software postmor-
tem” —also referred to as an “autopsy”— on 
the software that was used during the debacle, 
which...hang on. Are they saying that the soft-

ware they were using is dead somehow? How 
does that even work? Did the SCS department 
kill it? Did it fail them for the last time and now 
it’s swimming with the fishes? Sure, it didn’t 
exactly work as intended, but...readme needs 
to take a moment to process this.

So, anyways, what did we learn from this? 
Maybe that just because something can be 
done automatically, doesn’t mean it should, 
even when you’re the number one tech school 
in the country. SCS seems to have learned this 
lesson, as Dean Moore will be personally sign-
ing off on everything done in the admissions 
system for the rest of the year, and all admis-
sions will be sent individually.

Or maybe the problem is we’re not automat-
ed enough. Maybe the real solution is to have 
our CS grad students usher in the technological 
singularity so the computers can write new, 
error-free admissions software. Sure, maybe 
the next intake of CMU computer science grads 
will be exclusively meat puppets chosen for 
their efficiency in bio-electrically powering 
our robot overlords, but at least we’ll be able to 
say their acceptance was intentional this time.

White/Gold: Free

Blue/Black: $3

You Had One Job, SCS. One Job.
“Hi Ho, Hi Ho, It’s Off to Work We Go!”

Is this the last thing the admissions software saw?



On February 18, the United States wel-
comed new Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter. While it is sure that Carter will 
make a wonderful addition to the cabinet, 
readme was unable to pay attention to the 
inauguration speech due to the unseemly 
behavior of one Mrs. Carter.

Stephanie Carter arrived in a scandal-
ous black dress with sleeves that failed to 
cover her elbows, standing tantalizingly 
close to Vice President Joe Biden, no doubt 
in hopes of seducing him with her fiery 
countenance. As the speech began, she 
maneuvered herself into his arms, leaving 

the poor VP with no choice but to leave his 
hands on her shoulders and fake a smile.

readme is extremely upset with the lack 
of coverage in the mainstream media: how 
can we just stand by and watch while this 
woman abuses her power as the wife of a 
cabinet member to sexually harass an in-
nocent man in front of our very eyes? We 
know that Joe Biden is a lady magnet (Re-
member 13-year-old Maggie Coons who in-
famously tried to kiss Biden to his obvious 
distress earlier this year?), but seriously 
woman, keep in in your pants.

Joe Biden is just one prominent exam-
ple in a string of cases of women abusing 
men in the safety of the public eye. Another 
recent victim is John Travolta, who was vi-
olated by Idina Menzel at the Oscars when 
she inappropriately stroked his hand with 
her face onstage and by Scarlett Johansson, 
who wrapped herself in his embrace and 
pressed her cheek upon his lips while the 
helpless celebrity did the only proper thing 
he could — stared stonily into the distance 
until it was over.

This flagrant sexism and abuse of power 
cannot be tolerated if we are to progress 
as a society. Women are not entitled to 
men’s bodies, and this kind of inappropri-
ate touching is but one of the many reasons 
why men feel unsafe in the public sphere. 
We need a system in which women are 
taught to respect men, rather than men be-
ing taught to defend themselves from wom-
en. As long as the current system stands, 
we can only expect to see more stories of 
poor men unable to fend off such unwanted 
advances. So here is readme doing its part 
to spread awareness.
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In mid-February a group of Oklahoma 
legislators, led by state representative Dan 
Fisher, proposed a bill that would com-
pletely retool the current AP U.S. History 
curriculum, a bill that has sparked some 
controversy due to the fact that its chief 
goal seems to be making history classes 
more “patriotic.”

Their problem is that the current cur-
riculum puts less emphasis on America’s 
“founding principles,” choosing instead to 
focus on “the lives of marginalized people” 
throughout American history. Now, before 
you think this bill is just an attempt by 
rich, educated, white men to paint Ameri-
can history as something created entirely 
through the contributions of rich, educat-
ed, white men, you should note that it’s not 
the focus on minorities with which these 
lawmakers have a problem. It’s that the fo-
cus on minorities reminds us that America 
is such a piece of shit sometimes.

See, spending so much time on “robust 
analyses” of the “gender and racial op-
pression and class ethnicity” that occur so 
often throughout American history leads 
students to somehow interpret America 
as “a nation of oppressors and exploit-
ers” instead of the democracy-bringing, 
WWII-winning Amurrican heroes we know 
ourselves to be. If only our curriculum in-
stead focused on unoppressed white men, 
we could ignore all those signs that Ameri-
ca is not a perfect paragon of morality and 
instead pat ourselves on the back for being 
so progressive that we only kept slavery le-
gal for ninety years.

But, alas, the AP curriculum does no 
such thing. For instance, it calls manifest 

destiny a racist idea of American cultur-
al superiority used to justify American 
seizure of native lands, which according 
to Fisher is completely off base. As he ex-
plains, manifest destiny was merely “the 
American mission to spread democracy 
and technology across the continent.” See, 
manifest destiny wasn’t a bunch of Amer-
icans thinking that they were so amazing 
that it was okay for them to kill people and 
steal their land, they actually were just that 
amazing, and Fisher is in no way falling to 
that same fallacious thought process which 
led to this aforementioned theft and geno-
cide!

Some might argue that the existence 
of arguments like this is exactly why the 
current curriculum is necessary. But those 
people are entirely off base, say proponents 
of this curriculum reform bill. The truth is 
that American pride today is already under 
attack (from what, nobody’s specified. The 
media, maybe? Evolution? You just know 
Obama’s got to be involved somehow), and 
this ‘disproportionate emphasis’ on all the 
bad things America’s done distracts us 
from the real issue.

12.5 million were sold into slavery in 
the Americas between 1500 and 1866. 
Estimates vary for the number of natives 
killed in the pursuit of manifest destiny, 
but most agree it too numbered in the mil-
lions. Nearly half of all homeless in America 
today are black (when only about one-sixth 
of the total population is) and Native Amer-
icans are similarly overrepresented among 
homeless statistics. So given all that, Mr. 
Fisher, exactly what amount of focus would 
you say is historically ‘proportionate’?

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
4:30 pm Fridays

in CUC 316
Email mbreitfe@andrew.cmu.edu

for more information

Things We 
Couldn’t Fit in 
the Also-Ins

•	 To	Hide	Identities,	MI5	Agents	
Testify	in	Court	in	Wigs	like	a	
Slapstick	Comedy

•	 Department	of	Energy	Revealed	
to	be	Spending	Budget	on	Par-
ties,	Cruises

•	 Scientists	Discover	“Doomed”	
Planet,	Find	Themselves	Re-
minded	of	Own	Mortality

•	 Apparently	Galaxies	can	be	
“Boring”?	Yes,	That	is	a	Techni-
cal	Term.

•	 Fraternity	Files	Discrimination	
Lawsuit	After	Being	Forced	Ac-
cept	Women

•	 Turns	Out	Penguins	Cannot	
Taste	Fish,	readme	FInds	This	
Incredibly	Sad

•	 Police	Dog	Fired	for	Biting	Cop	
and	Donut	Worker,	readme	Tries	
Not	to	Make	Obvious	Joke

•	 Pentagon	Revealed	to	Have	
Spent	$41.6	Million	on	Viagra.	
What	the	Actual	Fuck?

•	 800k	People	Send	Wrong	Info	to	
Healthcare.gov.	Can	We	Blame	
Obama	for	This	Somehow?

Women Can’t Stop Harassing Joe Oklahoma Trying to be Florida

YouTube Turns 10, Announces App for Kids

Last month, our favorite—well, our spe-
cial—well, that one relative in our internet 
family, YouTube, turned 10. While some 
have given the young website a hard time for 
the childish comments it has been known to 
make, we would like to point out that You-
Tube has maintained decent composure for 
a child of single-digit years, especially given 
the literal shit it has seen. There are things 
on YouTube even readme doesn’t want to 
know about.

For its big Decadal, little Youey received 
a Pikachu and a Pokédex, as it is now old 
enough to travel the world and become 
a Pokémon master. We hope you catch a 
Magikarp, honey. But if that doesn’t pan out, 
we’re sure you’ll get your Hogwarts letter 
next year and have one more chance not to 
be a disappointment.

YouTube also released a “YouTube Kids” 
app. Basically, the child is given a cardboard 
tube. When questioned, a Google represen-
tative said, “Back in my day, we didn’t have 
none of those fancy video search engines. 
You had to find your internet porn by hand.” 
When readme asked what this had to do 
with the YouTube for kids, the representa-
tive said, “The what now?” A driverless car 
pulled up to retrieve the errant Google em-
ployee

Afterwards, readme decided to try out 
this new app. The user interface was a little 
unintuitive, but with some trial and error 
readme figured out it could watch video by 
placing one end of the cardboard tube in 
front of its eye. After testing it extensively, 
readme thought the app was pretty good. 
The graphics are rendered in incredible 
high definition, to the point where they’re 

almost indistinguishable from reality. And 
there are no ads! Sure, the choices of video 
can be a bit limited, but that’s to be expected 
given that the app is designed for children, 
and readme was eventually able to find its 
favorite video of a man repeatedly getting 
kicked in the nuts by a bear (or by possibly a 
readme editor in a bear hat).

But then the man started swearing for 
some reason! What the fuckwaffles?! re-
adme thought this app was for children! It 
tried to turn off the device by removing the 
tube from its face, but it could still see the 
video! No doubt this bug will be fixed in the 
next patch. And at least there were no com-
ments to make fun of readme’s experience.

There’s	been	a	lot	of	weird	stuff	go-
ing	on	this	week,	folks.	So	much	that	
we	couldn’t	fit	it	all	in	our	Also-Ins.	
So,	presenting	for	the	first	time:	the	
Also-Also-Ins!

Look at that hussy, daring to be in the same room as Joe Biden.

mailto:ikrislov@cmu.edu
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Addressing a nervous nation from separate 
stages, Barack Obama and Benjamin Netanya-
hu attempted to soothe fears over a widening 
rift between the United States and Israel.

“Now, I just want you to know that we both 
will always love you, no matter what,” Obama 
started his speech off. “Even if we go through 
some rough times, Bibi and I will be here for 
you.” He then went on to explain that it wasn’t 
the nation’s fault, and that any cracks in the 
relationship were solely between himself and 
Netanyahu.

Coming in with a similar approach, Isra-
el’s prime minister reassured audiences that 
this was just a temporary period of struggle, 
and that when Israel and the US said “until 
death do us part,” they meant it. “It’s just that 
Obama seems to want that to happen a little 
sooner than we’d like,” Netanyahu couldn’t re-
sist jabbing at the president’s stance on Iran.

But Netanyahu continued, saying, “even 
though sometimes it seems like Barack 
doesn’t care about my emotions and my needs, 
I know that he’ll come around eventually.” 

With a trembling lip, Netanyahu wiped away 
the tears that were welling in his eyes. “Un-
derneath that cold exterior is a warm heart, 
and a compassionate man who truly loves Is-
rael. He just needs to be given a chance.”

Obama agreed, arguing that, “We do have 
rather different ways of approaching things. 
For example, where I want to have an ice-cold, 
rational dialogue to try and solve our prob-
lems, Israel just gets so emotional at times. 
But we will overcome our differences, and 
come out of this struggle with a deeper un-
derstanding and appreciation of each other.”

On why the two had decided not to meet, 
the White House continued to give the same 
shitty answer that has been used to belittle 
politicians for centuries: “It’s getting close 
to Bibi’s time, and things always get a little 
heated around now. It’s best just to wait until 
it passes and the cycle starts again.” Pundits 
also speculated that Netanyahu’s wavering 
support back home might be related to the 
situation with the Obama.

•	 Is	CMU	a	frustrating	school	with	
overly-depressed	students,	or	a	
depressing	school	with	overly-	
frustrated	students?

•	 Is	ISIS	an	oppressive,	fear-mon-
gering	organization	trying	to	
uproot	overly	fundamentalist	
regimes,	or	an	overly	fundamen-
talist	organization	trying	to	uproot	
oppressive,	fear-mongering	
regimes?

•	 Paper	or	Plastic?

•	 Is	Sheik	a	girl	or	a	boy?

•	 Can	Metroid	take	the	gun	off	his	
arm?

•	 Art	student,	or	actual,	rule-break-
ing	streaker?

•	 Pro-skub	or	anti-skub?

Don’t Worry, Netanyahu and 
Obama Still Love Each Other Some Other 

Debates as 
Exciting as 
the Blue/Gold 
Dress
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readme doesn’t see what the fuss is 
about. Clearly, this dress is gray and gray.
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Going-Ons The Pictures

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

    Barack:  Marisa Breitfeller, Thatcher Montgomery

     Bibi:   Christopher Benson, Gordon Estes, Katherine Fair, Anne Kim, Rachel Karp, Narain Krishnamurthy, Michelle Ma, random alumni, 

  and introducing Michael Quinn.

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor.

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do I get it?   readme is handed out in the CUC on Thursday and left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email mbreitfe@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors, and snacks. 
     And remember: We’re halfway done, and it’s spring (despite the snow/slush/ice)!
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Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. 
Tickets are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are 
available 30min before each showtime outside Mc-
Conomy.

 SPRING 
         BREAK


