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Satire News

The name’s Bob. Shady Bob. They call me 
that because I like to stand in the shade. I’m a 
private eye, and I happened upon a private in-
vestigation that readme might find interesting.

It all started when I was walking by the 
Carnegie Mellon campus, minding my own 
business like usual. I had just come back from 
a case of a missing dog. I solved it pretty quick, 
because as soon as I had arrived, the dog came 
bursting from the bushes and attached itself to 
my leg. Luckily I had on my anti-canine pants. 
Being prepared is what separates the rookies 
from the professionals in this business.

Anyways, some dame came up to me, asking 
if I would help solve another disappearance 
case. Only this time, it wasn’t a dog that had 
gone missing. No, it was this gal’s tuition. She 
said that she paid the money to Carnegie Mel-
lon, as per the directions, and then she never 
saw it again.

I know what it’s like to have your money just 
up and leave on you. Seems to happen to me 
just about every time the rent is due.

This case intrigued me. I decided to take it 
on. The offer of payment in the form of Vocel-
li’s helped, too. As with most of my investiga-
tions, I began by checking the obvious places: 
under the couch cushions, behind the dresser, 
and in the client’s pockets. Despite finding a 
few pennies and a crumpled handout from a 
particularly aggressive person tabling outside 
of Doherty, the 50,000 dollars was nowhere to 
be seen.

I decided to look into the recipient of the 
money, Carnegie Mellon. The first person I 
came upon who looked like they could repre-
sent the University was a man with a mop. I 
asked him if he had seen any of the students’ 
tuition. He just laughed. I asked a professor and 
got the same response. Must be some in-joke 
for those inside the ivory tower, something a 
regular joe like myself wouldn’t understand.

It was in Warner Hall that I finally found 
some answers. The Admissions Staff were 
quick to respond. A little too quick, if you ask 
me. They claimed that the money went towards 

a world-class education, and that the return on 
investment was actually quite good. I got my 
education in the school of hard knocks, and it’s 
served me well enough in my line of work. On 
the way out, I pocketed some of the mints in my 
trenchcoat.

After telling the client what I had found, I 
took a breather at the Walking to the Sky stat-
ue. The dame hadn’t been pleased with my re-
sults. She kept muttering, “That’s what they 
all say.” I did convince her to make good on the 
Vocelli’s, however, which counts as a success 
in my book. Standing on the shady side of the 
statue, I sucked on a mint and congratulated 
myself on a job well done.

It was when I was reaching inside my pock-
et for another mint that my elbow knocked 
against the metal pole. I knew that sound. It 
was the sound of a hollow metal container, 
stuffed with money. I’d encountered it many 
times before, on previous investigations. I 
popped the mint into my mouth, and smiled 
into the wind. Shady Bob had solved the case.

Khaleesi: Free

President: $3

Shady Bob and the Case of the Missing
 Tuition

“NO CASE TOO SMALL--25 CENTS PER DAY, PLUS EXPENSES”



Fans of QQ Studios have extolled the vir-
tues of its highly anticipated new game ‘Sau-
sage Fest’, In the game, players navigate the 
medieval countryside, a peaceful land dotted 
with farms, castles, and dragons’ lairs.

While fans are pleased to see another fan-
tasy RPG in the style of Runescape (one of the 
most popular games in the last fifteen years, 
for the ill-informed), the hype surrounding 
QQ the Game is due in large part to its vast se-
lection of armor available to male characters.

The players’ primary mentor is an elder-
ly man who wears what some have called a 
“chainmail speedo” and knee pads, an ensem-
ble which, not so long ago, would have been 
considered far too risqué for public consump-
tion. While some argue that this getup de-
tracts from the authority of the character, he 
has nonetheless become something of an icon 
of male empowerment since the release of the 
first trailer at E3 last year.

In an exclusive interview with readme, 
one beta tester known by the alias XxSpaceL-
0rdxX said, “I’ve always wanted to see a more 
accurate representation of myself in a game. 
Girls always get the fun costumes that really 
show off who they are under all the armor, 
but this is the first game I’ve ever played that 
doesn’t restrict me to wearing something that 
covers my character’s whole body and face 
— I mean, why does character customization 
even exist?”

Others have complained that the skimpy 
costumes afforded to male characters reduce 
them to mere sex objects, adding that the ar-
mor is utterly impractical and has no place 
in the game. While these people are entitled 
to their opinions, of course, there is evidence 
that the only body parts that really need pro-
tecting are the genitals and the knees (which 
are very prone to arrows), and that the rest of 
the armor effectively does nothing but hinder 
movement.

Overall, Sausage Fest has had very positive 
reception, with an expected release shortly 
after that of Valve’s Half-Life 3.
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Hey, CMU students, readme here. Now, if 
you’ve checked your Andrew email at all in 
the last week or so, you probably remember 
being spammed with advertisements for 
the Employment Opportunities Conference, 
or EOC. And unless you’re in Tepper, you’re 
probably starting to stress out about yet 
another job fair packed with recruiters who 
are probably only looking for business ma-
jors or computer programmers.

But never fear! As highly employable indi-
viduals ourselves, we here at readme know 
all the ins and outs of job fair etiquette. And, 
we figure, it’s only fair that we share some of 
this knowledge with you, loyal readers. So, 
without further ado, readme presents: the 
foolproof guide to getting hired at the EOC!

Tip 1: Dress to impress. A genuine Scot-
tish kilt will show employers both your Tar-
tan spirit and that you project confidence no 
matter what the situation.

Tip 2: Your resume has to stand out. read-
me recommends printing it on glow-in-the-
dark paper and rigging the lights to blow out 
midway through the conference.

Tip 3: Regardless of what your major 
actually is, tell the recruiters you’re a CS 
or ECE major. If they press you for details, 
start complaining about 251 homework and 
you’re golden.

Tip 4: A firm handshake goes a long way. 
Little-known EOC factoid: if you can best the 

recruiter in a thumb war, they are bound by 
an ancient pact to hire you for whatever po-
sition you want. True story.

Tip 5: If a recruiter asks you what your 
greatest weakness is, take the opportunity 
to turn a negative into a positive. Recruiters 
love it when potential employees say that 
their greatest weakness is that they’re “too 
awesome”. Alternately, tell them your great-
est weakness is Kryptonite--because you’re 
secretly Superman.

Tip 6: Do your research. Does the recruit-
er have a shady past you can threaten to ex-
pose or loved ones to hold hostage? Taking a 
few minutes to learn this information now 
can make sure you leave the right impres-
sion when the job fair rolls around.

Tip 7: Employers appreciate it when po-
tential employees show initiative. So don’t 
just show up with a resume--have a whole 
interview ready. When you get through the 
line, let the recruiter know you’ve booked 
lunch for the both of you so you can discuss 
your job prospects. It’s in half an hour. The 
limo’s waiting outside.

Tip 8: There are those who say that a job 
fair isn’t a competition, that at the end of the 
day every student there is struggling to get 
hired the same as you. And if you meet any of 
them at the EOC, remember--they’re trying 
to get your guard down so they can take you 
out of the running! Go for the eyes!!

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and freshmen!

Meetings @  
6:30 pm Thursdays

in UC 318G
Email mbreitfe@andrew.cmu.edu

for more information

‘The League’- 
Inspired Dat-
ing Sites
In recent app-related news, CMU alum 
Amanda Bradford has released a new 
app that’s turning some heads. The 
app, a dating site called ‘The League’, is 
marketed specifically for ‘the elite’--that 
is to say, Ivy League graduates who feel 
they’re too good to date anyone not “at 
least a five” (their words).

Well, readme wants in on this. If a former 
Carnegie Mellon student can make a dat-
ing site for ‘the elite’, surely readme can 
come up with its own dating site that’ll 
knock its socks off. Let’s see what we can 
come up with.

• League of Legends-- a toxic commu-
nity, and you usually go in with a duo 
partner anyways

• League of Urban Legends--hey, 
Bigfoot’s gotta get a date somehow, 
right?

• Justice League--for superheroes

• Evil League of Evil--supervillains, and 
fans of Joss Whedon

• League of Extraordinary Gentle-
men--only the most extraordinary are 
accepted

• League of Ordinary Gentle-
men--they’ll just sort of let in whoever

• Minor League--dating site for minors

• Miner League--dating site for miners

• Little League--for those not well-en-
dowed

• A League of Their Own--dating site 
for misanthropes. Yeah, we’re not 
sure how that’ll work either.

New Game Allows Men to Dress Avatars in 
Skimpy Outfits

How To Definitely Get a Job 
at the EOC

The sword signifies that you are a go-getter.

Snowmen Deemed Psychological Hazard
The number of snowmen present on the 

Cut has risen exponentially over the past 
few days. readme would like to remind 
those who create such beings to be careful, 
as snowmen have been known to quickly be-
come nihilistic and create emotional insta-
bility among students.

Campus security was alerted earlier this 
semester when a group of children used a 
magic hat to bring life to one student’s cre-
ation and, instead of becoming a jolly happy 
soul, the newly sentient snowman entered 
a state of depressive angst over his own ex-
istence. He had to be forcibly removed from 
the Meditation Room--which he’d entered in 
an attempt to replace his nihilistic instincts 
with a sense inner peace--when his melting 
body waterlogged the yoga mats.

Another such incident occurred a month 
later with a snowman brought to life by the 
love of a sister. Though the snowman orig-
inally appeared stable, even singing cheery 

showtunes about his impending demise, the 
facade broke down upon the realization that 
‘happy snowman’ does not, in fact, rhyme 
with ‘cuddle’, and that the word he was look-
ing for the whole time was indeed ‘puddle’.

In light of this, the administration has 
released an official statement reminding 
students that snowmen, like your free time, 
are transient. Though you may try to build 

each up, eventually the passing of time will 
wear it away. Just as the CMU buildings re-
main the only permanent part of the land-
scape, the only constant of your time here 
is the mind-numbing amount of work we’ll 
put you through, and nothing you do will 
change--hey, students! Stop having a fun 
snowball fight while we’re talking to you 
about existentialism! Weren’t you listening 
about the futility of it all?!

The eventual heat death of the universe ruins everything.

mailto:ikrislov@cmu.edu
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The release of the first official trailer for 
the fifth season of Game of Thrones already 
has fans of HBO’s award-winning series cry-
ing harder than ever before. Whereas the 
trailers of previous seasons inspired the fan-
base, this one is somehow different.

“I’m just emotionally dead,” one fan said 
when asked. “The writers have already torn 
out my heart and stomped on it.” When shown 
a picture of fan-favorite Oberyn Martell, 
however, the fan began howling and crying, 
screaming that “it just wasn’t fair.” Further 
threats toward her current favorite charac-

ters inspired only more tears.

“I thought I’d be getting hyped up about it, 
y’know?” another fan told us. “Arya getting 
shit done, Daenerys finally leaving Mereen… 
But nah. Now I’m just convinced they’ll kill off 
Sansa. And Tyrion too. Why else show them in 
the trailer at all?”

Readers of the original Song of Ice and 
Fire series have also been moved to tears by 
the release of this trailer. While many have 
long enjoyed a feeling of superiority and ad-
vanced knowledge over the show-only fans, 

the potential for this new season to overtake 
the books entirely has driven them into deep 
shock and sadness.

“You know,” one reader said nostalgically, 
“I always thought that what me and the books 
had was special. That this TV thing was just 
a fling. That Cleganebowl was hype, and that 
Benjen/Euron/Daario always knew just what 
I wanted.”

But now? “Now I know it was just a lie. We 
never had anything special, did we, George? 
Huh? Huh?” The interview terminated when 
the fan began beating his fists on the table, 
screaming valar morghulis into the sky.

George R.R. Martin, the author of the series 
A Song of Ice and Fire, could not be reached 
for comment. His press secretary, however, 
did release a one-line tweet: “Oh, you sweet 
summer children.”

“At least if Tyrion winds up dead, they’ll 
have to cry about it before we do,” another 
book reader said between sobs. “Take that, 
you assholes.”

“Super Bowl” Happens, Probably Not Important

Chris Christie, in response to the mea-
sles outbreak and in his infinite wisdom, 
mentioned that “parents need to have some 
measure of choice” when it comes to vac-
cinating their children. Immediately after 
the New Jersey governor’s statement made 
the news, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
New York (the three adjacent states) de-
clared that they were putting the state of 
New Jersey under quarantine.

Various reasons were given for the 
quarantine. One anonymous official from 
New York said that “Christie taught us that 
it was perfectly fine to close down traffic 
whenever we want, so putting up block-
ades and calling in the national guard to 
man them is just the natural progression.” 
readme asked who was calling the shots 
on the quarantine, but the official backed 
off. “Whoah, if anyone wants to know that, 
we’re all supposed to point fingers at the 
secretary.”

Pennsylvania pointed out the quaran-
tines in the name of public safety were to-
tally okay. They said that their reasoning 
was also borrowed from Christie, from 
the time when he quarantined a woman 
who didn’t-actually-but-the-public-might-
have-thought-she-did have ebola. On this 
occasion, Christie explicitly stated that his 
“first responsibility is to protect the pub-
lic health and safety of the people of New 
Jersey.” Preventing against a very small 
chance of ebola falls under this category, 
but apparently stopping diphtheria, the 

flu, chickenpox, hepatitis, HPV, measles, 
whooping cough, mumps, rubella, polio, 
tetanus, etc (which is what vaccines do) 
doesn’t count as protecting the public 
health.

readme’s visit to the Delaware-New Jer-
sey border was quite eventful. On the Del-
aware River, the dividing line between the 
two states, we found an island with Fort 
Delaware, a Civil War era military base. 
Normally home to historical reenactments, 
the fort was filled with volunteer actors 
who had taken to their new role as quar-
antine enforcers like CMU students take to 
caffeine addiction. One retired man glee-
fully jumped in the air, shouting “I haven’t 
had this much fun in years!” after he fired 
an actual cannonball towards the Jersey 
shore.

We’re sure Chris Christie has a real-
ly good reason for wanting to let parents 
endanger entire communities, if they so 
choose. Personal freedom is an American 
ideal, after all. However, his reasons might 
have more to do with his position as a pos-
sible contender for the Republican nomina-
tion for president in 2016, and the fact that 
Obama (the anti-Christ) said that vaccines 
should be mandatory. But that would be 
indecent to suggest, and readme is above 
such petty speculations.

Last week, Mitt Romney publicly 
declared his intention not to run for 
president in 2016. The media was in 
shock over this revelation, which leads 
readme to worry about the potential 
future health of the mainstream media. 

Look, media, not to freak you out or 
anything, but...a lot of people around 
running for president in 2016. We don’t 
want to go through this every time 
somebody declares their un-bid for 
presidency, so how’s about we save 
you the trouble and give you a nice list 
of the people who won’t be running for 
president in 2016.

• Bill Clinton

• Barack Obama, because he 
doesn’t have to

• Subra Suresh

• Andrew Carnegie

• Captain America

• Your mom! (unless you happen 
to be Chelsea Clinton, in which 
case, yeah, she’s probably run-
ning)

• Any former readme editor

• Any current readme editor

• Morgan Freeman, even though 
we’d totally vote for him anyways

• Stephen Colbert

• Arnold Schwarzenegger

• The Pope

• The Ex-Pope

• That guy who played the pres-
ident in 24. You know, the All-
State dude.

• Daenerys Stormborn of the House 
Targaryen, the First of Her Name, 
the Unburnt, Queen of Meer-
een, Queen of the Andals and 
the Rhoynar and the First Men, 
Khaleesi of the Great Grass Sea, 
Breaker of Chains, and Mother of 
Dragons. Because she doesn’t 
have to.

New Jersey Under Quaran-
tine after Vaccine Statement

We’ve been looking for an excuse to use this photo.

People Who Won’t 
be Running for 
President in 2016

Game of Thrones Overtakes Book Series, 
readme Proceeds to Spoil Everything

readme’s not sure if you’re aware of 
this, folks, but on Sunday there was this lit-
tle-known sporting event called the Super 
Bowl. We know, we know, you spent that 
night curled up in a cocoon in the computer 
lab working on your 251 homework and thus 
have no idea what went on in the outside 
world in your absence.

But never fear, readme has a solution, in 
the form of Super Bowl Mad-Libs! Simply fill 
in the blanks with the appropriate items and 
you, too, can pretend to be knowledgeable 
about the sportsball! Now, some might argue 
that since this article was written after the 
Super Bowl ended, readme could simply tell 
you what happened, but shut up. readme’s 
committed to this.

Mad-Libs for the game itself:

“Aw, man. Can you believe that <winning 
team> won the Superbowl? I was on the edge 

of my seat eating <greasy snackfood> the 
whole time. The game was so <one-sided/
close, as appropriate> the whole time, I <did/
didn’t> know who was going to come out on 
top!”

Mad-Libs for the referees:

“Can you believe that call by the ref in the 
<pick a quarter> quarter? <player’s name> 
was obviously <off/not off>-sides! I was so 
mad I wanted to storm down to the field and 
<harmful physical action> the ref right in the 
<body part>.”

Mad-Libs for the halftime show:

“I don’t know what they were thinking, 
getting <halftime performer you don’t par-
ticularly care for> to perform at halftime. 
Remember when we were watching <former 
halftime performer you liked better> or <oth-
er former halftime performer you don’t like 

as much, but who is a much bigger name and 
therefore grudgingly respectable> at half-
time? Those were the days.”

Mad-libs for the playoffs in general:

“I still think <team who hasn’t had a 
chance at the Superbowl in years but you root 
for them out of a misguided sense of home-
town camaraderie> should’ve done better 
than they did. Sure, it’s been <number> years 
since they had a decent showing, and they’ve 
still got <team’s current embarrassment> on 
the roster, but if they hadn’t lost to <team that 
most thoroughly trounced them this season> 
they’d have had a shot.”

Mad-Libs for the commercials:

“There were commercials?”
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Going-Ons The Pictures
TartanHacks
Friday, February 6 @ 6 pm until February 7 @ 9pm
Gates-Hillman Center

Ballroom Dance Lessons
Mondays and Wednesdays @ 7:30pm and 8:15pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

Salsa Lessons
Fridays @ 7:00pm, followed by social @ 8:00pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

Tartan Swing--Swing Dance Lessons
Thursdays @ 7:30pm, followed by dance @ 8:30pm
UC Rango’s Ballroom

CMU Northern Shaolin Kung Fu Club
Saturdays @ 3:00pm
Morewood Gardens Activity Room

CMU Juggling Club
Sundays @ 4:00pm
Newell-Simon Hall

None this weekend. Blame TartanHacks!

Patema Inverted
Sunday, February 15 @ 7pm, 9pm
Co-sponsored by Vermilion Anime Club
FREE~ with your Student ID!

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

    McDonald’s:  Marisa Breitfeller, Thatcher Montgomery

     Church:   Christopher Benson, Gordon Estes, Anne Kim, Narain Krishnamurthy, Michelle Ma, Karpur Shukla, Josh Yu and introducing Katherine Fair and 

Rachel Karp!

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor.

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do I get it?   readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Friday and left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email mbreitfe@andrew.cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors, and jobs. 
     And remember: We have nothing to fear but fear itself. And bears. We should probably be afraid of those.

6

Films are shown in CUC McConomy Auditorium 
presented on our 4K Digital Cinema Projector. 
Tickets are free w/CMU ID ($3 without), and are 
available 30min before each showtime outside Mc-
Conomy.


