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Satire News

Perhaps you’ve heard about the 
protests in Ukraine (if not, we’ve 
got you covered). But maybe you’ve 
missed out on the civil unrest in 
Thailand, Bosnia, Guinea, or Venezu-
ela. Or have you forgotten about the 
civil war in Syria?

It’s okay, most of those protests 
are just brown people, whereas the 
Ukraine crisis plays out one of our 
most beloved stories: democracy 
and freedom and everything good 
resisting in the face of godless com-

m u n i s t 
evil.

In Ven-
e z u e l a , 
they’re all 
socia l ist s , 
which are 
almost as 
bad as com-
m u n i s t s . 
T h e y ’ r e 
protesting 
the short-
age of ba-
sic goods, 
i n c l u d i n g 
flour, wa-
ter, and 

toilet paper. 
Many blame the shortages on the 
price controls and economic mis-
management, but that’s what they 
get for being pinkos.

Now it’s degraded to protesting 
for the sake of protesting, because 
the late Chavez’s successor got a lit-
tle jumpy with the students burning 
tires, throwing molotovs, and so on, 
and so he shut them down with an 
iron fist. Protesters are going out 
and building barricades daily, and 
the government clears them out by 

the next morning. Hey, job creation.
Carnival found the Latin Amer-

ican country still in the throes of 
unrest, but even the biggest party 
of the year couldn’t resolve the dif-
ferences. The government urged cit-
izens to go to beaches and extended 
the dates, while posting pictures of 
happy citizens enjoying Carnival on 
social media, whereas protesters 
promoted staying home and con-
tinuing opposition, posting pictures 
of empty beaches.

A few stars at the Oscars gave 
shout-outs to the anti-government 
side, which were taken to heart. The 
Bipolar Capybara, Venezuela’s own 
satirical newspaper, spoke the truth 
when it claimed that the future of the 
country depended on a few tweets 
by rich and famous American stars.

So remember, when your eyes 
are glued to the Ukrainian crisis for 
the next three days when it’s in the 
news, before something else over-
takes it, that there are brown people 
who are refusing to go to the beach 
without toilet paper, and they get-
ting beaten and shot for it.

Ukraine: Free

Venezuela: $3

There are Protesters in 
Venezuela too, Guys!

People lining up around supermarket for price-capped goods--fucking pinkos.
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So there’s shit going down in 
the Ukraine. readme spoke to 
Matthew Swivet, a guy on cam-
pus yesterday who was hustling 
home with a box full of canned 
tuna, bottles of water and a gei-
ger counter stolen from one of 
the Physics labs. Swivet agreed 
to talk to readme provided it be 
in his makeshift bunker in the 
bottom of Wean. Once arrives, 
Swivet began to explain the cri-
sis in detail:

“The Ukraine is a pretty ballin’ 
place.” He said, pulling a green 
gas mask over his head. “Back in 
the last Cold War they was like 
“Oh man. We gotta be our own 
damn nation. “ which was pretty 
cool of them. So the USSR went to 
shit and Ukraine was a thing and 
so was Russia and, like,  Ukraine 
was cool with the US and shit.” 
explained Swivet while putting 
on an old vinyl record  of the 
Beatles’ “Back in the USSR”.“‘Cept 
they ate up this little place called 
Crimea--which is this little ball-
sack-like-thing poking into the 
Black Sea” he said, pointing to the 
tattered world map pasted to the 
wall with camo-patterned duct-

tape.  

“So Crimea’s got all these kinda 
Russian people and all these kin-
da Ukranian people and all the 
kinda-Russian people were like 
“Yo, man, dat ain’t cool” when the 
Ukraine was like “Hey ‘sup you 
can only speak Ukrainian now. 
No Russian for you.” and they 
been protesting and shit and, 
like, the Ukrainian government 
don’t know how to deal. They be-
ing all like “hey let’s send some 
rich dudes in to govern” and Rus-
sia is all like “no man. Crimea 
be Russian.” and like, that ain’t 
cool either.’” Explained Swivet as 
he piled the canned tuna on the 
wire racks of his new abode. 

“So then the Russians invaded 
Crimea, which like, wasn’t cool. 
Some shit about how you can’t 
invade a sovereign nation. But 
like, you know, those Russians in 
Crimea kinda got a point to. So 
like. I dunno, man.” He shrugged 
as he placed a gallon of distilled 
water on the shelf alongside what 
looked like a lead helmet. “But 
the U.S. was all like, “hey, man, 
that ain’t cool.” anyway and told 
that Putin guy they couldn’t do 

that shit. And Putin was like, “get 
out my face, man” and kept goin’. 
There’s like 60-kay guys over 
there. And Obama was like “Dude 
you do this shit you can’t have the 
G8 meeting thing later” which i 
dunno what that means , man, but 
like, we’re probably gonna have 
another cold war, man, at least 
according to Fox and I’m gon-
na be prepared as fuck. I mean 
that’s gotta be pretty damn se-
rious. Obama wouldn’t even boy-
cott the Olympics for the gays. I 
mean ice skating versus that shit, 
man.” Just then, a rather haggard 
looking janitor came in, glaring 
at readme and its well-prepared 
fellow. 

“The fuck you doing down 
here.” demanded the put-upon 
woman.

 
“Oh, shit.” exclaimed Swivet 

as readme swiftly climbed out 
the low window above the wire 
racks. “ I’ll give you some of my 
tuna if you don’t tell Suresh. 
You’ll need it in when the nuclear 
winter starts.” 

Student Explains Ukrainian Crisis

Please! Please Save us! 
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Tensions are running high this 
week between Mexico and the 
United States as they battle to ac-
quire star prison basketball player 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzmán. Guz-
mán, a “Michael Jordan” of sorts 
to basketball teams in maximum 
security prisons, was a domineer-
ing presence both on and off the 
courts, earned through his brutal 
foul plays. It was for this notoriety 
that Guzmán became an essential 
asset for any roster in the prison 
basketball scene, a sport where 
the playoffs usually end in riots 
and shankings are just another 
reason to bench a player.

Guzmán broke into the prison-
ball world in 1993 when he was 
discovered among minor leaguers 
in Guatemala. From there, recruit-
ers brought him in as fresh blood 
for the struggling Altiplano team 
in Almoloya de Juarez, Mexico. 
During his six year contract, El 
Chapo went on to win four “Máx-
ima Seguridad, Máxima Balonces-
to” titles for his Altiplano team, 
the last of which they famously 

won when the entire op-
posing team mysteriously 
broke their legs before the 
playoffs. It was a feat that 
no cartel leaders in Mexico’s 
maximum security prison 
system had ever matched. 
But like a candle burning 
twice as bright, the drug 
lord’s illustrious career was 
cut short; in 2001 Guzmán 
announced his retirement 
from prisonball by escaping 
prison.

Now, fans everywhere 
can to witness Guzmán’s 
rebirth in the chain-linked 
courtyards. At 6:40 a.m. on 
February 22nd, 2014, Guz-
mán appeared suddenly out 
of retirement to hold an im-
promptu press conference 
at his hotel in Mazaltán, 
Sinaloa. There, he informed 
Mexican authorities that he 
would be coming back to 
the big stage – this time as a 

free agent for any and all max-
imum security prison teams.

Almost instantly after his an-
nouncement, offers started clam-
ouring in from all sides – most of 
all from United States’ prisons, 
whose jail cells still sharply feel 
the sting of Guzmán’s work. Max-
imum security prisons in Florida, 
San Diego, New York, Texas, and 
Chicago have all made offers for 
long term contracts with the pri-
sonball star. While nothing has 
been made concrete, the general 
consensus among American pris-
on teams is clear: El Chapo should 
not be wasting his talents on a lo-
cal level, where a more lax prison-
ball scene might coax the famed 
veteran back into retirement. Of 
course, there are interested par-
ties on all sides. Guzmán’s friends 
in the Sinaloa cartel have ex-
pressed concern for the prisonball 
star’s health, suggesting that Guz-
mán would be better off retiring 
for good and enjoying his various 
hobbies instead.

El Chapo – 
Back From Retirement

 List: 
People that 
shouldn’t 
have an 
Oscar on 
Leonardo 
DiCaprio

Russel Crowe

Nicholas Cage

Ben Affleck

M. Night Shyamalan

Owen Wilson

Woody Allen

Whoopi Goldberg

Halle Berry

Brad Pitt

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny 
writers, photomanipulation artists, 

and your mom.

Meetings @  
6:30pm Tuesdays

in UC 306
ikrislov@cmu.edu

El Chapo enjoying a day out on the court



cmureadme.wordpress.com4 5

readme | February-ish 2014

Homophobic Things Happen in 
Country that is not Russia

In the wake of the vaguely-suc-
cessful 2014 Winter Olympics, Rus-
sian policymakers have been sub-
jected to an unusual level of global 
scrutiny. In particular, media out-
lets latched onto the stringent an-
ti-homosexuality laws implemented 
by Russian premier Vladimir Putin, 
bringing the issue to the forefront of 
the public consciousness. But what 
about all those other countries that 
put so much effort into the oppres-
sion of their LGBTQ citizens? Does 
the fact that they didn’t host the 
Olympics make them any less rep-
rehensible? Here at readme, the ho-
mophobic countries of the world are 
like our children; we hate them all 
equally. So let’s talk about a country 
whose homophobia has been sadly 
overlooked in recent times: Uganda.

A week ago, Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni proposed an an-
ti-gay bill that he later signed into 
law. The bill would outlaw the “pro-
motion” of homosexuality, make 
having gay sex an illegal act punish-
able by life in prison, and requires 

all citizens to “report” on those they 
suspect to be gay. All that’s missing 
is the proposal for a military-grade 
gaydar that monitors Ugandan cit-
ies to make sure nobody exceeds 
the government-mandated limit 
of ‘fabulous’ (insert sarcastic jazz 
hands here).

The bill has been met with much 
outrage on the international lev-
el, especially from those Western 
powers who have donating money 
to support development of Ugandan 
infrastructure. Denmark, the Neth-
erlands, and Norway have already 
cut aid plans in protest of this new 
bill, the World Bank has stalled a 
loan to the country while they ‘re-
view’ the bill’s results, and our own 
President Obama even went so far 
as to warn Museveni that ties be-
tween the United States and Uganda 
“would be damaged” as a result of 
that bill. Well shit. That’ll learn ‘em.

Museveni held firm in his support 
of the bill, announcing his intention 
to sign the bill into law with a ho-
mophobic tweet. Because that’s the 

point we’ve reached as a society, 
where our world leaders spread 
hateful rhetoric condemning huge 
swathes of their own citizenry 
through tweet. “The West can keep 
their ‘aid’,” he said. “We shall still 
develop without it.” You know, it 
occurs to readme that when you ba-
sically have to hold your own coun-
try’s developmental success hos-
tage in order to get foreign powers 
to support your legislation, you’re 
doing legislation wrong.

Now, in the wake of such massive 
displays of homophobic dickery, 
other countries like America might 
be worried their own homophobic 
tendencies will be overshadowed. 
It’s hard to compete with this level 
of willful bigotry, after all. But don’t 
worry, America. Just because your 
brand of homophobia is nowhere 
near as heinous as in these other 
countries doesn’t mean readme 
doesn’t hate you anyways.

‘Murica. We all know what that means, right? Eagles flying 
about with M16s and .50 cals. But Chuck Hagel, traitor to the 
‘Murican people, wants to neuter our eagles and spay our guns. 
In a world more dangerous than ever before, our military-in-
dustrial complex needs the assurance that ‘Murica has got its 
back.

Nothing is more patriotic than the American military has 
grown, and now Hagel is taking a cleaver to the country’s most 
profitable industry. He wants to cut the jobs of over 120,000 
Army personnel, taking the Army down to pre-WWII num-
bers. Nevermind the fact that we now have an entirely sepa-
rate Air Force and numerous technologies that were lacking in 
the 1940s, including nuclear weapons, drones, and the F-35, a 
multi-purpose aircraft that costs a bajillion dollars and won’t 
operational for another few years, barring any major setbacks 
(military producers hold it up as an exemplary standard of 
money-making).

Not to mention, the Founding Fathers would never have 
wanted the military to be treated this way. George Washing-
ton, James Madison, and Paul Revere are all well-known for 
promoting standing armies. Paul Revere was a silversmith, 
and is considered the father of the military-industrial com-

plex: why else do you think flag-toppers are so often silver 
eagles, or where all the medals came from?

Dwight D. Eisenhower, a military general and president of 
‘Murica after WWII ran on the slogan “I Like Ike (and an ex-
pensive airstrike).” He declared that, “In the councils of gov-
ernment, we must promote the acquisition of unwarranted 
influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-indus-
trial complex.” Recently, even though the military explicitly 
told Congress that more tanks were no longer needed, that did 
not deter Congressmen who were dead-set on providing jobs 
to their districts. They also provided jobs in the scrap yards 
where the tanks were then immediately sent. Ike would be 
proud.

Chuck Hagel is cutting ‘Murica’s lifeblood, even though our 
military still costs more than the next ten nations combined 
after the cuts (but what if we want to fight eleven countries at 
once!). Despite winding down our last war by the end of 2014, 
we need to continue growing the military at an exponential 
rate. America has been at war almost half as long as many of 
us have been alive. How can we even fathom a military with-
out an almost unlimited spending budget? There is no safety 
without a ridiculous amount of bullets and guns and tanks and 
shit. ‘Murica.

‘Murica: Save Money Buy Tanks
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A live debate was recently 
held between TV scientist Bill 
Nye the Science Guy and prom-
inent creationist Ken Ham on 
the topic of whether creation 
is still a viable model of origins 
in today’s modern scientific 
era. The two viewpoints are, of 
course, diametrically opposed; 
according to evolutionists, the 
Earth is billions of years old and 
different species arose from the 
slow march of evolution, while 
creationists hold that the world 
was created sixteen days ago 
when Lord Helix booted up the 
save file. The debate was held in 
Ham’s state-of-the-art Creation 
museum, which includes such 
exhibits as a replica of the Ver-
million City Gym and the Bird 
Jesus Café.

After consulting his S.S. Anne 
ticket, Ham opened the debate 
with a quote from the Reddit 
Log: “Up anarchy up B left right 

B left democracy A left anarchy 
B B B”. He claimed that the word 
‘science’ had been coopted by 
atheist movements who wish to 
ignore the wisdom of ‘historical 
sciences’ like creationism. Nye, 
meanwhile, emphasized the im-
portance of teaching American 
children to think critically in 
all aspects of science—a skill 
that Ham’s supposed ‘historical 
science’ does not give them. He 
closed by stating that, “Ameri-
ca’s future as a technical power 
depends on evolution. We can’t 
keep pressing the B button for-
ever.”

The debate was held in a back-
and-forth format, allowing each 
speaker to make their points but 
also respond to the other’s view-
point. Ham stressed the impor-
tance of the evidence given by 
the Reddit Log in determining 
the Earth’s age. For instance, he 
described how the gym wins in 

the Reddit Log are added 
up. “From Brock to Misty, 
you’ve got one day, from 
Misty to Lt. Surge, one 
more,” he said, which is 
how most Reddit histori-
ans reach the final total of 
sixteen days.

Nye, however, ques-
tioned the accuracy of the 
Reddit Log as a source. 
“As far as Red being able 
to get through the Vermil-
lion City Gym in one try, 
I’m extraordinarily skep-
tical,” argued Nye, say-
ing he’d known kids who 
spent their entire week-
ends learning how to beat 
that gym. “It’s very rea-
sonable, perhaps, to you 
that Red had a hundred 
thousand voices work-
ing together to get him 
through it. But, to me, this 
is just not reasonable.”

Though the two speak-
ers had taken great pains 
to be respectful of each 
other’s beliefs, the debate 
ended in tragedy when 
Nye pulled out a fossil in 

order to prove a point. Ham, be-
lieving Nye to be colluding with 
the False Prophet, accused him 
of trying to infiltrate a represen-
tative of the Dome Fossil into the 
proceedings.

“It’s actually a trilobite,” Nye 
responded, “but I can under-
stand your confusion—” He did 
not get to say more before Ham 
declared him an ally of the PC 
and leapt off the podium to con-
front him. This lead to about five 
minutes of Ham checking Bulba-
saur’s cry in the Pokédex before 
wandering in the opposite di-
rection of Nye and getting stuck 
between the moderator’s desk 
and the wall. Nye used the time 
to encourage everyone watching 
the debate to join the Twitch-
Plays stream of Pokémon Crys-
tal instead, thereby rendering 
all the memes in this article in-
stantly irrelevant.

Twitch Writes readme
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Going-Ons The Pictures
Ballroom Dance Lessons
Mondays @7:30pm-9pm
UC Rangos

Tartan Swing--Free Weekly Swing Dance
Thursdays
Lesson 7:30-8:30pm, Dance 8:30-10pm
UC Rangos
Faculty Course Evaluation Town Hall 
(with Free Chipotle!)
Wednesday, March 5 @ 6:30pm 
UC Connan

Deltas and Deserts
Thursday, March 6 @ 5pm-8pm
William Pitt Union
3959 Fifth Ave, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213

Thor: The Dark World
Friday, March 21 @ 10pm
Saturday, March 22 @ 10pm and 12am

The Book Theif
Saturday, March 22 @ 2pm
Sunday, March 23 @ 8:30pm
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