
Nobody knows where the hell Malaysian 
Flight 370 went and that’s upseting to a lot of people.

Crimea is now sort of kind of maybe part of Russia again and there’s still no Cold 
War happening, but Russia’s not in the G8 so uh well politically that’s like us tak-

ing a gigantic phallic teddybear from a masculinity-obsessed small child.
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Satire News

Since early February reports of 
a Comcast and Time Warner Cable 
merger have emer... surfaced, a prop-
osition that drew flak from those 
who actually use the internet. But 
such users are simply, as is known 
online, being a bunch of ogres. re-
adme is an web-savvy paper whose 
Facebook know-how and wordpress 
presence (#cmureadme.wordpress.
com #@4:20, trend it!) gives it the 
inside scoop on why Comcast and 
TWC’s merger is wonderful.

First and foremost, nerds 
everywhere claim that Com-
cast will only further dom-
inate an already competi-
tion-bare market, creating 
no incentive for the near-mo-
nopoly to care any more for 
its consumers’ needs and 
desires than it already does. 
They point to Comcast’s track 
record of cheating customers 
by limiting bandwidth while 
raising prices, as if history 
were any reliable indication 
of the future. And adding 
insult to injury, these irate 
consumers are ignoring Com-
cast’s voicemails, in which 
the company insists that they 

“try and work things out baby, I 
know I was wrong, I fucked up, I get 
it, but that was then and this is now, 
can’t we just start all over again?” 
In readme’s eyes, this is a fair esti-
mation of the situation. That was, 
in fact, then; independent reports 
confirm that this is, indeed, now. In 
other words, the best solution to in-
fidelity is to forget and forgive the 
offending act, then turn the whole 
thing into a ménage à trois as per the 
request of the cheater.

Surprisingly enough, angry inter-
net gnomes aren’t the only party to 
surface with sordid tales of scandal 
involving Comcast. An anonymous 
video streaming service has come 
forth to tell its story in “Red Tape 
and Red Box Nights”, a tell-all doc-
umentary now available on Netflix. 
The film reveals another depth to 
the double life that Comcast was 
leading. Even as it cheated its cus-
tomers with substandard service 
for trumped up prices, it played the 
field by adding other companies 
like “Red Box”s protagonist to its 
list of victims; Comcast denied the 
streaming company any additional 
bandwidth unless the company paid 
for Comcast’s dinner and business 
school debt.

In fact, readme would like to re-
tract any and all previous opinions 
defending Comcast and TWC’s merg-
er in any way shape or form. While 
creating this article, readme had 
tried to stream the latest episode 
of The Walking Dead, and found 
only lag-erific, shitty quality freeze 
frames. Comcast, you don’t fuck 
with readme’s shows. Hell hath no 
fury like a newspaper blue-balled.

Seductive Bears: Free

Normal Bears: $3

Give Comcast a Chance Why 
Dont You

Also in this issue....
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This is old news though it 
might surprise any number of 
people including those running 
major news publications across 
the country. Google and Apple 
(and allegedly several other 
big-name companies like Ado-
be, Ebay, Pixar, Intel, Intuit and 
Microsoft) artificially kept the 
wages of somewhere around 
a hundred thousand of their 
workers lower by agreeing to 
an under-the-table, unofficial 
no-hire arrangement where-
in they would not seek to hire 
each others’ employees.This 
meant that the employees were 
not as competitive and could 
not get a better deal at a differ-
ent company of the same stat-
ure. 

All this information is avail-
able at readme’s fingertips, 
leading it to wonder if this all 
is some bizarre act of reverse 
psychology. The specific agree-
ment in question between Ap-
ple and Google took place back 
in early 2005 and has since 
been largely ignored by con-
sumers and corporations alike 
until recently when news of the 

lawsuit actually finally hap-
pening (wow) came to light. 

The evidence of this reverse 
psychology goes deeper as the 
picture painted by the ever-in-
creasing number of facts grows 
and that picture paints Steve 
Jobs wearing a pair of dark-
ly colored goggles, a teardrop 
tattoo under one eye in black 
ink and sporting a Hitler-esque 
mustache. 

Jobs was allegedly the cen-
ter of the plot to enforce the 
no-hire rule. He strong-armed 
Adobe into joining the deal, 
responding to Adobe’s hiring 
some of his lower-level employ-
ees, “OK, I’ll tell our recruiters 
they are free to approach any 
Adobe employee who is not a 
Sr. Director or VP. Am I under-
standing your position correct-
ly?” all whilst twiddling with 
his mustache and tying inDe-
sign to a railroad track.

Really this should not have 
come as a surprise to anyone. 
I mean his name is Jobs. Steve 
Jobs. Like the supervillain 

“Steal Jobs”? Come one guys. 
This guy was worse at hiding 
it than Superman with his tiny 
glasses. 

And this leads readme back to 
the reverse psychology thing. 
Google knew that it would be 
implicitly guilty for the crimes, 
even though Steal Jobs seems 
to be the instigator. Maybe it 
thinks that by remaining hon-
est and allowing this infor-
mation on its servers it would 
maintain some trust with its 
users, and be painted as the 
underdog startup it would still 
kind of like to be.

All the ruckus leaves readme 
to contemplate how the (old) 
scandal will affect Carnegie 
Mellon in the coming weeks 
and years. How will the compa-
nies know who’s been hired by 
who? How will we all get hired 
if Google thinks Apple owns 
our asses? 

 

Report: Google and Apple Not Very Good at 
Wage Fixing

You’d never have guessed.
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readme recently spoke to local 
man Harry O’Toole who decided 
it was his manifest destiny to put 
some things straight (or gay, as the 
case may be) concerned readme’s 
perceptions of life, the universe and 
everything. 

O’Toole and readme were deep 
in a conversation about gender and 
sexuality (which O’Toole assured 
readme were actually the same 
thing) when O’Toole cleared things 
up for readme.

“You can’t be genderqueer! You 
have the genitalia of a newspaper, 
not a magazine!” he laughed, pat-
ting readme on the advertisements. 

readme defended that its gender 
had always been not-so-much part 
of its identity. It even affected its 
textuality. readme vividly recalled 
to O’Toole the day when some Tar-
tan messengers had (accidentally) 
placed a copy of the Tartan on top 
of readme in the rack. “smelling her, 
pressed up to her page to page” re-
adme sighed, “was a revelation. I’m 
bitextual.” 

 
“Not bitextual, just closeted.” 

corrected O’Toole, “Bitextuality 
doesn’t exist.”

“But what about that book-up 
with The Cut last year?” asked re-
adme, confused.

“That was at a publishing party” 
O’Toole consoled, “it doesn’t count.” 

readme rubbed its tagline, men-
tally exhausted. O’Toole continued. 
“Textuality is black and white. Just 
like your pages!” 

“But I also have all this grey area! 
See?” said readme, pulling itself 
open to page two where there was 
a grayscale picture of a very furry 
bear. 

“Oh God!” cried O’Toole. “I didn’t 
need to see that!” 

readme closed its pages, 
ashamed. “I know my printing is 
low quality.” it mumbled. 

“Oh, sweetie-paper, we can’t all 
be printed on photo paper.” O’Toole 
comforted, putting an arm around 
readme’s advertisements. 

readme rolled itself into a tube. 
“Wait. Are you sure about all of 
this? I think I’ve heard of what 
you’re doing from Jezebel last time 
she game around to make fun of 
Lena Dunham with me. It’s called...
uh...mansplaining?”

“Oh, readme, small new outlet…
mansplaining has to be baseless 
and has to dismiss the possibility of 
its receiver having any intelligence 
or agency of its own. Plus it has to 
be done to a woman and, as we’ve 
established, you have the genetalia 
of a newspaper.”

Local Man Explains 
Mansplaining

 List: 
Things 
googled 
during 
readme 
offices
Seductive Bears

Phallic bears

Phallic names

Purple dildo

Guy in riot gear

Sad Leonardo DiCaprio

Drugs

“what is an ukraine”

Feminist Porn Star

Prison basketball

Obama

Random things to fill out lists

Emo hair

Bill Nye’s back

That one picture of rick perry 
and the corndog

Fred Phelps nude

The Onion writer’s manual

Creepy Andrew Carnegie

Flooded basements

Sad man

NSA red flag words

Vending machine disguise 
Japan

Pregnant woman host

Obama

Euphemisms for newspaper

Sad puppy commercials
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Single Politician Seeks Good 
Presidency

Well, folks, it’s 2014 and accord-
ing to the math majors we know, 
that means it’s two whole years 
until the 2016 elections. But re-
adme knows it’s never too early 
to obsess over elections, so we’ve 
taken the liberty of looking at 
some of the maybe-kinda-hope-
fully-hopefuls across the politi-
cal spectrum and writing down 
the strangest real things people 
think we need to know about our 
potential Presidents. And, really, 
who wouldn’t vote for:

• “an eccentric former geolo-
gist”

• “the charismatic technocrat”

•“Mr. No, as he was known”

• “‘Super PACman’”

• “former basketball referee”

• “a perfect example of the 2010 
Supreme Court Citizens United 
ruling gone awry”

• “a man with no political back-
ground”

• “social and fiscal conserva-
tive maverick” (ed: MAVERICK! 
TAKE A SHOT!!!)

• “both folksy and blunt”

• “fondly remembered for cam-
paigning on the back of a pickup 
truck”

• “once dreamed about being a 
concert pianist”

• “gained instant national at-
tention in 2012 after making 
comical faces at Mitch McCon-
nell”

• “triggered a wave of contro-
versy that forced a recall election 
in his second year in office”

• “[has a] speaking style at 
times eerily similar to Al Pacino’s 
Michael Corleone”

•“boyish good looks, long hair, 

and easy charm”

•“once famously stamped Re-
publican bills with a red-hot 
branding iron”

• “there were some who pre-
dicted the end of his political ca-
reer following his drunk driving 
conviction in 1993”

• “ex-president of Simplot, the 
French fries giant”

• “noted for his formidable 
oratory skill” (this one isn’t all 
that strange, except for the part 
where they’re saying this about 
Ted Cruz)

• “a self-described ‘common’ 
and ‘normal’ person”

• “an Anti-Globalist who has 
traveled the globe”

and

• “a textbook libertarian”
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It’s getting hard to keep 
track of all the un-American 
things that are destroying our 
country. There’s gay marriage, 
Obama, minimum wage, con-
traceptives, foreign cars, pretty 
much any form of social me-
dia more advanced than two 
tin cans and a piece of string, 
paper money, the existence of 
non-Christians, and Obama. 
But co-director of the Institute 
of Studies of Religion Rodney 
Stark has identified another 
harbinger of America’s destruc-
tion: the lack of emphasis on 
historical knowledge in our ed-
ucation system.

College students these days, 
Stark asserts, are graduating 
with little to no knowledge 
of world history. Worse than 
that, they’re graduating with 
no knowledge of American his-
tory. Instead, colleges and high 
schools are allowing students 
to fulfill American history re-
quirements with thoroughly 
irrelevant courses like “His-
tory of Mexicans in the U.S”, 
“Mexican-American Women, 
1910-present”, and “The Unit-
ed States and Africa”. Yeah, re-
adme can’t see any way those 
classes could have anything to 
do with America or history at 
all.

More than that, though, these 

classes teach our children the 
“poisonous lies” that white 
people didn’t actually invent 
everything worth inventing, 
that foreign cultures were just 
as sophisticated as their Euro-
pean counterparts, and that 
America is maybe kind of not 
entirely perfect. For instance, 
Stark says, some such classes 
claim that the ancient Greeks 
stole much of their culture 
from black Egyptians, which 
he points out is impossible be-
cause apparently there weren’t 
any powerful black people in 
ancient Egypt. Um. Besides, he 
adds, Herodotus made it quite 
clear that the Egyptian culture 
was far inferior to that of the 
Greeks anyways, and it’s not 
like that that ancient Greek his-
torian could possibly be biased 
toward ancient Greece or any-
thing.

Next on his bizarre homage 
to Mythbusters, Stark tackled 
the “myth” that Europe became 
fabulously wealthy through un-
even trade with its foreign col-
onies. While true on a ‘real’, ‘ac-
tual’ level, Stark points out that 
Europeans as a whole didn’t ac-
tually benefit from trade with 
colonies. After all, the average 
Brit had to pay taxes to cover 
the costs that made the hideous 
violation of native rights that 
was the colonial system pos-

sible, while only a few British 
folks actually profited in ludi-
crous droves. Well, now read-
me just feels silly; obviously, it 
doesn’t count as theft if only a 
few people profit from it!

Clearly, Stark concludes, our 
nation faces a crisis. If we as a 
country are ever to once again 
reach the great heights that, 
according to his conception of 
history, we never left, we will 
have to make sure our students 
learn “the basics of American 
and world history”—that is to 
say, the parts of American and 
world history that won’t shat-
ter Stark’s precious worldview 
that no society has ever in any 
way been more advanced than 
America or its ideological pre-
decessors and that only educat-
ed white men have ever done 
anything of historical note. You 
know. The basics.

readme will say this much for 
Stark: he’s certainly convinced 
us that some Americans have a 
stunning lack of knowledge of 
world history. We really ought 
to consider adding a mandato-
ry course to our history cur-
riculum so people like that will 
have the knowledge they need 
to function in our society. We 
could call it ‘The World Does 
Not Revolve Around You: A His-
tory’.

Make our students take real (fake) history

Join
readme 

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, 
photomanipulation artists, and your mom.

Meetings @  
6:30pm Tuesdays

in UC 306
ikrislov@cmu.edu

The nominee for Surgeon General considers Gun Con-
trol to be a Health issu so the NRA wants to shoot 

the new nominee for Surgon General...uh not literaly. 
They said not literally shoot. Really. Only figuratively. 

Also in this issue....
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Going-Ons The Pictures
Ballroom Dance Lessons
Mondays @7:30pm-9pm
UC Rangos

Tartan Swing--Free Weekly Swing Dance
Thursdays
Lesson 7:30-8:30pm, Dance 8:30-10pm
UC Rangos

Upright Citizens Brigade Touring Company
A Night of Improv Comedy
March 28 @ 8pm and 10pm
UC McConomy
Tickets 5$ with your CMU ID

WRCT Presents:
A 40th Anniversary Spring Dance Party
Saturday, March 29 @ 9pm to 2am
Brillobox

AB Special Events Presents:
3D Chalk Art by Street Painters Benjamin 
Hummel and Cherish Flieder
March 31-April 1 All day
UC Porch

Open Mic Night
Thursday April 3 @  7pm
Skibo
 
Jeff Miller
Wednesday April 16 @ 7:30pm 
Skibo

The Wolf of Wall Street
Thursday, March 27 @ 10:30pm
Saturday, March 29 @ 10:30pm

Saving Mr. Banks
Sunday, March 30 @ 2pm

Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues
Thursday, April 3 @ 10:30pm

Friday, April 4 @ 10:30pm

American Hustle 
Saturday, April 5 @ 9pm and 12am

Sunday, April 6 @ 8pm

in UC McConomy

      Editing and Writing Staff - 

     Captors:  Ivy Krislov, Marisa Breitfeller, Hanbbit Chang, Fernando Torre

     Victims:   Karpur Shukla, Michael McGinnis, Tom Zhang, Skye Toor, Tim Broman, Thatcher Montgomery and introducing Harry O’Toole .

     What is readme?   Well it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of meta-humor. 

     Who makes it?   readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fees.

     Where do i get it?   readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks around campus.

     How do I help?   Email ikrislov@cmu.edu. We need writers, photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors, and donuts. 

     And remember: Sleep? No I don’t either.
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