
Last Wednesday, several KDKA reporters were 
dismayed to realize that the station they work for 
is, in fact, a news station, a group charged with 
providing reliable and unbiased information to 
the public. 

Andy Sheehan, who reported on the so-called 
‘Pope Girl’ controversy - was particularly upset. 

“All this time I thought I was filming for a Jersey 
Shore sequel,” he told readme,  “Why else would 
I have been so deliberately biased and sensation-
alist?”

Sheehan’s article covering the controversy 
focused heavily on only one side of  the debate 
without providing background about the art 
show in question, such as the facts that scanty 
dress is traditional and that other performers 
were naked. The article also seemed to take for 
granted that the art project was reprehensible.

“The article was supposed to get readers angry, 
not explain the situation,” said Sheehan, “Drama 
keeps people interested.”

Under the illusion that his work was for a 
reality show, Sheehan had spent hours each day 
planning ways to incite outbursts and stir up 
emotions. 

“When I approach a situation, I ask myself, what 
would Snooki do? I thought I was supposed to 
be provoking news, not relaying information in 
clear and unbiased ways so as to better educate 
the populace. Of  course, that’s all behind me 
now,” he added. 

Sheehan is aware many CMU students disagreed 
with what seemed to be his attempts to provoke 
them at their Freedom of  Expression Rally:

“I told them condoning Pope Girl’s perfor-
mance was the same as condoning hanging an 
effigy. I equated a piece that used a religious 
symbol in a risqué manner with a piece designed 
to threaten lives and incite violence. The stu-
dents were supposed to disagree with me – that 
was the point!”

“Now that I know I actually report for a news 
station that changes everything.” said Sheehan, 
“Hey, let me make it up to you.”

Sheehan then bought puppies and ice cream for 
everyone involved and became a model reporter, 
and we all lived happily ever after. 
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For a performance art project, an art student 
dressed provocatively and conveyed a contro-
versial message. Jeff  Finklebody was among 
those shocked and offended by the perfor-
mance.    

“This completely rattles my view of  college 
life and artists in general,” said Finklebody, 
who had always assumed campuses were full 
of  staid, dusty scholars.  “Next I’ll find out 
that Greek Life has nothing to do with Spar-
ta!” he added.    

“A college student offended me! Are they 
really allowed to do this?” He asked the world 
in general.    

After being told that freedom of  expression 
protects artists, Finklebody found a less direct 
way to take action. He is spearheading a 

campaign to ask that, if  the university cannot 
quash such potentially-offensive shows, it at 
least appoint people to give the artists judg-
mental and discouraging looks.    

“Passive aggression is are only hope. This is 
so no one has to go through the shock I did,” 
said Finklebody, who until the art show had 
thought that the media was just “pulling [his] 
leg”, when it portrayed artists and twen-
ty-somethings as anything other than sweet 
and noncontroversial    

After being told that he was giving his com-
ments to a satire paper, not a real news paper, 
Finklebody demanded to see a back issue of  
readme. He flipped through the copy with 
a look of  growing horror.    “Are you really 
allowed to do this?” he asked.

Man Surprised to be Offended by College Students National Catholic 
League Has Trouble 
with Comparisons

Recently, a student on campus paraded 
down the cut as a pants-less Pope. In 
response, the National Catholic League 
demanded that Carnegie Mellon immedi-
ately suspend the student for offending 
their beliefs. 

“If  CMU tolerates this incident, invoking 
no sanctions whatsoever, then it is open-
ing a door it may regret,” the organiza-
tion threatened.

It then reminded CMU that the univer-
sity had recently suspended some frat 
members for taking and distributing 
sexual pictures and videos.

Though details of  this investigation 
are still unclear, the National Catholic 
League felt safe in comparing the events. 
To parade around naked as part of  an art 
project for school was far worse than the 
allegations of  distribution of  pornog-
raphy. Even if  those sexual videos were 
made with only dubious consent from 
the participants.  

Since these actions took place “behind 
closed doors”, as the NCL put it, they 
were far less reprehensible than the 
public criticism of  the institution with 
which they are affiliated.  Who cared that 
no individual was harmed by the girl’s 
actions?

The organization went on to question, 
”What if  instead of  shaved pubic hair in 
the shape of  a cross, a student choos-
es to depict a swastika?”, incidentally 
comparing the symbol of  their faith to a 
symbol often associated to hate crimes. 

“Then that might be a real issue,” re-
sponded everyone not blinded by having 
confused the art project as a personal 
attack, adding “What if  instead of  
attacking this art project for criticizing 
an aspect of  Catholicism, we worked to 
improve our image? Or, you know, we 
could not.”

Satire News



Pope Benedict XVI shocked observers last Monday when he announced 
that he would resign, stating that his advanced age and increasing infir-
mities would prevent him from continuing his task as head pedophile 
protector of  the Catholic Church. 

Benedict, who as Pope was in charge of  administering the Church’s 
worldwide molestation defense operations, expressed a measure of  satis-
faction with his brief  tenure, despite having faced significant challenges 
in the US, Germany, and Ireland to his papal bull on the matter.

 “It’s true that we were taken aback by the vehemence of  the opposition 
to our priests’ activities”, remarked Benedict, “but in the end I strongly 
believe I did what was proper in defending the sanctity of  the church, 
and I’m sure the populace will be able to overcome these petty con-
cerns.” 

His departure comes at a time of  tendentious struggle between compet-
ing visions of  the Church, pitting hardline conservatives like Benedict 
and his likely successor Cardinal Timothy Dolan of  New York against 
moderates like Cardinal Jorge Luis de la Arena of  Argentina on issues 

such as the collapse of  the Church in developed nations, abstinence pol-
icies, HIV, and molester defense. Cardinal de la Arena in particular has 
been at the forefront of  attempting to improve relations with outsiders, 
and has publicly called for appointing ambassadors to the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th centuries.

“Our standing in Europe has completely evaporated because of  our 
positions”, commented de la Arena, “and it’s critical that we avoid a 
repeat of  such a catastrophe in the few areas that actually still respect us 
for whatever reason.” 

Dolan, meanwhile, has been prominent on a call of  returning to tradi-
tion. 

“By not keeping our views exactly as they were in the Middle Ages, we 
have only been emboldening those who despise us. Just look at America: 
Catholicism should be thriving, but we’re treated worse than the gays! 
There are even agnostics there. We must turn the clock back several 
centuries if  we are to recover what we’ve lost. “He added, “And frankly, 
are we sure that the Earth moves around the sun? I have my doubts.” 

Also in this issue...

readme Completely Unbiased

readme is dedicated not just to entertaining, but to also to drawing 
attention to societal wrongs and doling out criticism where it is due, 
regardless of  party lines. Which it totally does. For reals.

“Sure, our last issue compared the GOP to the KKK,” said readme, 
“but it also included a cute story in which Obama is so charmingly naïve 
he thinks his eventual retirement will be as unexpected as the Pope’s!”

Acknowledging that people in both parties have room to improve, this 
year readme has been sure to choose such varied targets at the Catholic 
Church, Mitt Romney, the GOP, the Tea Party, and the Catholic Church.

readme added that it occasionally throws in a liberal-leaning article or 
two to make sure that Democrats and Green Partiers don’t feel they’re 
being disproportionately criticized.

“Is readme fair and balanced?” asked readme,

“Does a bear shit in the woods? Is the Pope a symbol of  out-dated 
prejudic– I mean, is the Pope Catholic?”

readme’s editor-in-chef  said she works tire- lessly to ensure that, no 
matter the political preferences of  readme’s members, all sides get 
represented.

“We’re keep our own political opinions com- pletely secret and, know-
ing that no policy is perfect, we actively seek targets on both sides of  an 
issue. I don’t think anyone in club knows which president I voted for,” 
she said over a lunch of  seitan and crunchy granola. 

“Well, I’d love to chat more, but I’ll be late to my engagement to anoth-
er woman. Then I’m off  to taxpayer-funded abortion training!”

“If  the day comes when Obama does anything we can criticize, we’ll 
be on him!” She added, standing up to leave the table, “readme attacks 
hypocrisy wherever we see it.”

Catholic Church ironically seeks to control actions of 
girl who is criticizing how the Catholic Church tries to 
control the actions of girls

Cardinals return from Vatican all poped out

Benedict Resigns as Head Pedophile Protector

From the readme Archives: Articles More Offensive than “PopeGirl”!

Now Censored to Not Offend



The Pope’s Getting Too Old for this Shit

Benedict XVI has always been known for being a loose Canon Pope 
who doesn’t play by the rules, chasing down sinners in his Pope- mobile 
and praying for the souls of  attractive young blondes. But after years of  
being told he’s been putting the whole Vatican in jeopardy, he’s decided 
it’s finally time to turn in his hat and 
crook, claiming “[he’s] getting too old 
for this shit.” This will make Benedict 
the first Pope in over seven hundred 
years to willingly retire, with good rea-
son. Normally, giving your boss your 
two weeks’ notice is awkward enough, 
but when you’re the Pope, that means 
you turn in your resignation directly to 
God, and that guy knows how often 
you use the company computers to 
check Facebook [watch porn?]. God 
only knows what He’s going to have to 
say about Benedict tweeting on the job. 
More than that, though, job hunting is 
going to be brutal for poor Benedict 
now. Sure, he’s

got about fifty years of  job experience 
with the Catholic Church, but how is 
that going to matter when a prospective employer asks if  you know how 
to format a spreadsheet? And anyone who’s read the Old Testament 
knows that God is not going to be a good character reference after this. 
Just look at what happened to Samson. Sure, God’s cool with Samson 
so long as he follows dress code, but the moment he gets a new job that 
requires him to cut his hair, suddenly God’s not answering the Pope 

phone and poor Samson’s stuck grinding grain for minimum wage for 
the rest of  his life.

The big question on everyone’s minds, though, is this: will Benedict 
get to keep the Popemobile? Sure, he 
might need it to protect himself  from 
the armies of  Satan that will no doubt 
be gunning for him in retirement, but 
it’s still a company car.

Then, of  course, there’s the whole 
who-will- be-the-next-Pope bit. The 
only requirements to be a papal can-
didate are that he or she is a member 
of  the Catholic Church in good stand- 
ing, and that he or she is not a she. 

readme, of  course, has the perfect 
candidate in mind: readme! 

Come on, Vatican, readme would be 
the perfect choice. We’re sort of  male. 
We’re almost Catholic. We know what 
the word ‘Catholic’ means, at least, 

which is more than can be said of  most of  your congregation (thanks, 
‘Catholic Means Universal’ posters!). Tell you what, we’ll send you our 
résumé . We think you’ll like what you see. We’ve got Lucifer as a char-
acter reference.

EDITING AND WRITING STAFF:

Artists: Ivy Krislov, Vis Subramanian, Joe Selinger, Jule Pattison-Gordon, Marisa Breitfeller
Bishops: Karpur Shukla, Fernando Torre, Michael McGinnis, Fielding Watson, Tom Zhang, Niteesh Sunda-
ram, Kalyani Srinivas, Albert Brown, Tim Broman, Angelle Guyette, Hanbbit Chang, and introducing Francis
What is readme? Well, it’s funny and it’s useful. And free. And a high source of  meta-humor
Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fee.
Where do I get it? readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks around campus.
How do I help? Email ikrislov@cmu.edu. 
We need writers, Photoshoppers, actors, screenwriters, directors, film editors and Self-esteem.
And remember: That you have the right to be offended. 

In light of  former Pope Benedict XVI’s recent retirement, Barack 
Obama has decided that he, too, will retire from being President in 
2017, handing over the reins to whoever wins the presidential elections 
in 2016. After being informed that, actually, he’s required to do that any-
ways, he replied, “Oh, come on! So when George Washington retires, 
it’s patriotic and noble, but when I do it, it’s a legal require- ment? Talk 
about your double standards.”

The subject of  his retirement has raised abso- lutely no questions 
whatsoever, but President Obama claims that it is essential for him and 
his cabinet to select a proper set of  presiden- tial post-retirement rules. 
As he is the first president to retire in about 8 years, he says, there is 
no playbook for such an event. When told that, yes, there is, seriously, 
this happens all the time, it’s a normal thing, the President responded, 
“Again, guys. Double standards.” He has ultimately decided that, though

whoever is elected in 2016 will officially hold the title of  President, he 
will continue to live in the White House and eat the presidential food. 
“Also, I call dibs on the Oval Office,” Obama added, “Just because my 
replacement has the ‘technical’, ‘legal’ right to the Office doesn’t mean 
I wasn’t there first. They can just do the Presidential stuff  in the Blue 
Room or something.”

Obama further states he will continue to wear the presidential uniform, 
though he will forgo the traditional presidential cape and cowl, and that 
he wishes to be referred to as ‘President Emeritus’ after retirement. 
However, after being told that most people would probably continue 
to call him ‘Mr. President’, he decid- ed that was a fair compromise. He 
then asked, “I still get to keep the Secret Service, though, right?”

Obama to be President Ameritus
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For More “Real” News on the 
Incident in Question:

KDKA “Reports”:

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2013/04/29/cmu-parade-contro-
versy-over-woman-naked-and-dressed-as-pope/

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2013/05/01/cmu-president-apolo-
gizes-for-student-dressed-as-naked-pope/

More from The Tartan:

http://thetartan.org/2013/4/29/news/downhill-derby

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/local/neighborhoods-city/
cmu-looking-into-student-who-dressed-as-pope-686773/

An Informative Op-Ed by Michael Hadida:

https://plaidarchitect.wordpress.com/2013/05/09/dont-make-
downhill-derby-a-slippery-slope/

        

 

More on readme and “Pope Girl”

WHERE CAN I GET MORE 
OF THESE 

FINE ARTICLES?
readme will be handed out on Fridays in front of 
Doherty, and can be picked up  in the entrance 

of Doherty, Baker, Hunt, and the UC, and at Taz-
za D’Oro, Resnik, Skibo, the UC foodcourt, and 

Newell-Simon eatery

Join
readme

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, photo-
manipulation artists, and your mom.

Meetings @ 6:30
Wednesdays

in UC 306
ikrislov@cmu.edu

Do you have events?

Do you like FREE advertising?
YOU DO?!

PHI BAR IS STILL 
AROUND!

E-mail ikrislov@cmu.edu with your event in-
formation two Mondays before the week of your 
event. Include a description, the time, date, loca-
tion and cost. We will include it in this event listing 

ABSOLUTELY FREE! Believe it or not, people 
actually read this thing.

I mean, you’re reading it, and you’re a people, right?

We Actually Published this 
and Got Away with it!


