
Students here at CMU have long subsisted off  
of  a diet of  Top Ramen, Pirouette wafers, and 
coffee; this is something that readme itself  can 
attest to. Not only is coffee drinking a socially 
acceptable drug, but it is also socially rewarded 
in stressful environments like 
our dear school. Students 
trying to one-up each other 
are frequently heard count-
ing, “Yeah man! I was up so 
late last night, I drank four 
cups of  coffee!” “Dude I 
drank like seven, don’t even 
talk to me.”

In light of  this competitive 
drug use, coffee shops in the 
Pittsburgh area have begun ca-
tering to this culture by includ-
ing harder stimulants in their 
menus—particularly cocaine, 
and Adderall for the kids.

The Starbucks on Craig 
Street recently started serving 
their cocaine in tiny coffee 
cups, cut with vanilla, amaretto or, for the ad-
venturous, whiskey for an Irish twist. 

CMU’s rather large community of  hipsters 
scorned the shop, however, claiming that the 
product  “inhales like burned dirt”, instead 

preferring to take their cocaine “the way it was 
supposed to be served” in back alleys and then 
getting shot by gang members. 

Still others order a half  shot of  Adderall simply 
to use the free Wi-Fi.

McDonald’s was quick to jump 
on board with the new fad, add-
ing fluorescent colorings to their 
cocaine to attract late-night stu-
diers with their 24-hour service. 
However, the establishment’s 
cocaine was confiscated last week 
when someone found horse 
meat in their rainbow-colored, 
beef-flavored cocaine. 

The prevalence of  cocaine 
on campus has also radically 
changed the party scene, or what 
little there is of  one at CMU. A 
small gathering of  students was 
broken up by the arrival of  cam-
pus police last Saturday after they 
were seen doing shots of  coffee 

off  one extremely-awake girl’s stomach.

Though there is no literal award for the rather 
expensive habit, the knowledge that they have 
done more cocaine than their fellow stressed-out 
students warms their hearts on cold finals nights. 
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North Korea re-
cently warned that 
it is able to pre-
emptively attack the 
United States with 
nuclear weapons.

“Oh goody,” said 
the rest of  the 
world, whose coun-
tries are really excit-

ed to receive the nuclear fallout. North Korea 
has issued a preemptive apology to anyone 
who may be accidentally exposed to radiation 
carried on the wind or in the water. 

“That would be totally our bad,” said Most 
Glorious Leader Kim Jong-un.

Some bystander countries have said they are 
sick of  the suspense of  guessing when the 
Northern Hemisphere will finally kill everyone 
off  in a nuclear war. As North Korea’s threats 

wear on, even normally-chill Australia has 
complained, “Get it over already, mate! You 
northerners have been talking about a nuclear 
apocalypse since the 40’s. Do it or don’t.”

The United States has not yet issued warnings 
of  danger to citizens in the South Korea and 
is following a policy of  “strategic patience”, 
waiting for the situation to develop more 
before responding. 

However, should the situation with North Ko-
rea turn into more of  a Cold War (or, worse, a 
Lukewarm War), America is prepared to issue 
updated public service announcements. 

Realizing that hiding one’s head and crouching 
does nothing against the heat, shockwaves, and 
radiation of  a nuclear blast, senior public rela-
tions officials have retired the Duck-and-Cover 
Turtle. Instead they are recommending the far 
more realistic Huddle-and-Weep Seahorse and 
Drink-Yourself-Into-Oblivion Panda. 

Keep Calm and Cold War Maybe? This Tweet Has Been 
Deleted

A quickly-deleted flirtatious tweet to 
singer Cyndi Lauper by Democratic 
Representative Steve Cohen was recently 
announced to have been a publicity stunt 
to draw attention to a PBS documentary 
on the music scene in Memphis, which 
makes perfect sense given how the tweet 
didn’t mention PBS, the documentary, 
the music scene, or Memphis. Truly, it is 
the greatest sales pitch since Toys ‘R’ Us 
advertised its Tickle-Me Elmos by saying, 
“Save a tree. Hug a hobo!”

Cohen says the tweet was meant to 
promote the documentary by drawing at-
tention to the news media’s focus on ‘sa-
lacious stories’. “It occurred to me that 
a perfectly innocent tweet, once deleted, 
would receive great media attention,” 
Cohen remarked of  his tweet reading 
that he ‘couldn’t believe how hot u were. 
see you again next Tuesday.’, condemning 
the media’s efforts to “speciously inter-
pret” this perfectly innocent tweet.

Holy shit, readme had no idea you could 
do this. This changes everything. In light 
of  these new events, readme would like 
to go on the record saying that its earlier 
stalking of  the Tartan was a publicity 
stunt meant to draw attention to the 
excellent sandwiches at Jimmy John’s. It 
simply occurred to readme that a perfect-
ly innocent, factually-correct breaking 
into your place of  residence to watch 
you while you sleep would receive great 
media attention, and readme is frankly 
hurt by the Tartan’s specious interpre-
tation of  my constant harassment as a 
restraining-order-worthy offense. It was 
all a part of  readme’s master plan to sell 
sandwiches and you fell for it. Bet you 
feel stupid, now, huh?



North Caroli-
na’s proposed 
Healthy Mar-
riage Act makes 
the path to 
divorce longer 
and more diffi-
cult for unhappy 
spouses. Un-
loving couples 
will be forced to 
wait 2 years and 
take courses be-
fore being able 
to divorce.

Inspiration for 
the bill came when senators realized that North Carolina is such a dull 
place that people are filing for divorce on whim as a way to liven things 
up post-NASCAR season. The Healthy Marriage Act is designed to 
make divorce “less fun and easy.” 

 “Maybe now, when couples get bored, they’ll play Settlers of  Catan 
instead,” said Senator Daniel. “We tried cracking down on drugs,” the 
senator added,” but that was hard. So now we’re cracking down on 
divorce.”

The 2-year wait was chosen to give “just enough time for Stockholm 
Syndrome to set in,” the senator explained. Spouses who are under the 

impression that they are in an abusive relationship and should escape 
as soon as possible are expected to have their spirits broken by the end 
of  the 2-year stint and can look forward to decades of  regretting their 
vows. 

In an effort to implement guilt tripping as the official state policy, North 
Carolina will send couples to courses such as Why Do I Hate Love? and 
Could I Be A Worse Parent? 

“You can’t say ‘til death do us part’ and then divorce”, said Senator Dan-
iel, “That’s just lying.” The senator suggested that the Healthy Marriage 
Act does not go far enough: the only route to parting should be if  both 
spouses participate in a gladiatorial-style fight to the death. 

Marriage is far more than a symbol of  two people’s love for each other, 
and so should persist even long after that love is gone. Spouses ready 
to give up responsibility to each other may not realize that they are not 
emotionally ready to give up the legal benefits of  marriage. North Caro-
lina’s 2-year wait gives them time to reflect seriously on what it means to 
give up joint filing on taxes and decide if  they really want to risk leaving 
their spouse’s health insurance plan. Marriage is a vital institution that 
goes beyond how people feel about each other. If  it was just about love, 
gay people could do it. 

If  the Healthy Marriage Act passes, North Carolina may use it as a 
model for other laws, and require bands and corporations to wait 2 years 
before dissolving professional partnerships. 

Said Senator Daniels, “If  we’d had a law against creative partners split-
ting up, My Chemical Romance would still be together!”

WHERE CAN I GET MORE 
OF THESE 

FINE ARTICLES?
readme will be handed out on Fridays in front of 
Doherty, and can be picked up  in the entrance 

of Doherty, Baker, Hunt, and the UC, and at Taz-
za D’Oro, Resnik, Skibo, the UC foodcourt, and 

Newell-Simon eatery
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Also in this issue...
AB attempts gene splicing, creates unholy abomination “Lupe-cris”
Math League booth: Factorial Fairy Tales
readme tries to graduate from CMU: Doesn’t succeed 

North Carolina Divorces From Reality

Join
readme

We need funny writers, non-funny writers, photo-
manipulation artists, and your mom.

Meetings @ 6:30
Wednesdays

in UC 306
ikrislov@cmu.edu



Insert Airline Food Joke Here
As anyone who’s ever gotten on a plane in the last decade knows, the biggest problem with air 
travel is that the experience is not nearly degrading enough. There’s only so much humiliation 
you can get from having to take off  your shoes and stand barefoot in the middle of  a dirty, 
crowded airport, after all, and people have become so desensitized to backscatter X-ray tech-
nology it barely fazes them anymore. Thankfully, one brave economist has offered a solution to 
this issue: begin charging airplane passengers based on their body weight.

In this new system, passengers who weigh more will be charged a heftier air fare than their 
lighter counterparts. And for those who worry that buff  individuals will be unfairly discrimi-
nated against because of  their high proportion of  muscle weight, a secondary surcharge would 
be added to individuals who do not “fit in the 17 inches between armrests”. So it’s only people 
who are heavy in a way society does not approve of  who have to worry.

In response those who accuse this policy of  bigotry against the obese, the economist behind 
the proposal pointed out that, “Charging according to weight and space is a universally accept-
ed principle, not only in transportation, but also in other services.” So, really, he isn’t discrimi-
nating against obese individuals, but simply stating that the same rules that apply to inanimate 
cargo and other things that aren’t considered human should be applied to them as well.

Though this policy will help to make traveling by plane more embarrassing by making passen-
gers submit to a mandatory public weighing in addition to security screenings, some worry that 
it does not do quite enough. Economists have leapt to the task, giving suggestions like placing 
security officers near in-airport fast food places to make customers feel uncomfortable, install-
ing stairmasters next to the shoe-shining stations, and having attendants announce passengers’ 
body mass indexes over the loudspeaker when they’re late to board. Others, recognizing that 
body weight is not the only sensitive topic for Americans, propose adding surcharges when 
a passenger smells funny, dresses tackily—I mean, really? You’re wearing a Hawaiian shirt on 
your honeymoon?—or if  one of  the security guys decides he just doesn’t like your face.
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Who makes it? readme is printed by the Activities Board, sponsored by your student activities fee.
Where do I get it? readme is handed out in front of Doherty Hall on Thursday and left in stacks around campus.
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And remember: That we still have work to do after carnival :C. 

Humans vs. Zombies Game Interrupted by Zombie Apocalypse 
As many students may have noticed, Tartan Parkour hosted a game of  
Humans Versus Zombies (HvZ) two weeks ago. What many do not 
know, however, is that this game was sharply interrupted by the dead 
actually rising from their graves and feasting on human flesh.  

The Student Government acted quickly to prevent word from getting 
out about the beginnings of  the zombie apocalypse. Some may be curi-
ous why the Student Senate would attempt to suppress this information 
from getting out; others that readme interviewed merely responded, 
“Wait, we have a student government?” 

 In fact, readme’s crack research team discovered that the Graduate Student 
Assembly was ultimately responsible for the initial outbreak. Due to the un-
believably low rate of  participation in student government among graduate 
students, the mad scientists of  the GSA were subject to no supervision, 
leaving their research into the creation of  zombie minions hidden until now. 

readme interviewed one HvZ player regarding these revelations. “Those 

zombies aren’t following the rules at all! I clearly hit one with a sock 
and it still tried to bite my face off. This game is totally unfair,” he 
complained. “This is nothing like the real zombie apocalypse!” When 
informed that it was, in fact, the real zombie apocalypse, the student 
replied, “Well, Tartan Parkour should have planned for this! Those guys 
are totallaaaaagggghhhhhh!” Unfortunately, the interview was interrupt-
ed when the student was mauled by a zombified Tepper student in the 
middle of  his sentence. readme took the opportunity to get the hell out 
of  there.  

In order to always be prepared for such occasions, readme recommends 
that all students take 98-187, the Zombie Survival 101 StuCo. Only 
then can we all defend ourselves and survive the zombie apocalypse... 
Because let’s face it, we all knew CMU would be where it began. But 
with some hard work, we should be able to fight them... If  we can get 
the time off  from classes, that is.  

AB attempts gene splicing, creates unholy abomination “Lupe-cris”
Math League booth: Factorial Fairy Tales
readme tries to graduate from CMU: Doesn’t succeed 

Do you have events?

Do you like FREE ad-
vertising?
YOU DO?!

OMG IT’S 
CARNIVAL
ADSFG!1!

E-mail ikrislov@cmu.edu with 
your event information two Mon-

days before the week of your event. 
Include a description, the time, 
date, location and cost. We will 

include it in this event listing ABSO-
LUTELY FREE! Believe it or not, 
people actually read this thing.
I mean, you’re reading it, and 

you’re a people, right?



Fat Envelope Resolves Self-Esteem Issues

A Columbia school board member is rallying for his fellow hirsute 
politicians in need of  more campaign cash, and readme is shocked and 
astounded to learn that ‘hirsute’ is an actual word.

A man by the name of  Jonathan Sessions has recently made a political 
action committee with a friend for the express purpose of  furthering 
the careers of  bearded individuals. The PAC was named ‘Bearded 
Entrepreneurs for the Advancement of  a Responsible Democracy’, 

in what readme can only assume was the result of  a group effort with 
the Society for the Misuse of  Acronyms Resulting in Tongue-twisting 
Appellations rather than Shortened Slang.
Sessions would not give the media a straight answer as to whether this 
BEARD committee was an act of  satire or a genuine super PAC, say-
ing only, “We’re as serious as the opportunity to raise unlimited funds 
and spend them toward campaigning with little accountability.” He 
then laughed at the press, gave a meaningful wink, and began singing 
the Rick Astley song ‘Never Gonna Give You Up’ for the rest of  the 
interview, so it seems his true intentions may forever be shrouded in 
mystery.

One of  the chief  concerns facing BEARD, of  course, is how to pre-
vent people from perpetrating beard fraud in order to receive funding 
from the group. Sessions has stated that a the committee evaluates po-
tential recipients based on a strict set of  beard standards—moustaches 
are out, for instance, but goatees qualify—and is already working to 
create a ‘beard review committee’ to evaluate facial hair on a beard-by-
beard basis to see if  they qualify. Damn, if  only Sessions were being 
clearer about whether or not this super PAC was meant to be satirical. 
It’s just so hard to tell.
Still, readme feels that this super PAC is long overdue. Hobos and 
Civil War reenactment societies been ignored in politics for far too 
long. And besides, readme wants in on this beard money. Sure, it 
doesn’t have a beard now, but give it ten to twelve months and some 
Rogaine, and we’ll be expecting our check in the mail.

This Week in Beards

Pictured: Beard Fraud



Welcome to the Dark Carnival

The end times are upon us. I know not how it 
began; I was busy working on that really diffi-
cult homework assignment, you know, for that 
one class you’re in. By the time I emerged from 
the library, it was already over. I didn’t realize 
what had happened at first. I could see students 
hoarding timber and wearing protective head-
gear, but I had no idea why. 

Then I found out CMU had canceled classes, 
which could only mean that the world had end-
ed. Since the end of  the world meant no more 
Game of  Thrones, I decided the best use of  my 
time was to chronicle these dark days for those 
who come after.

It was strange to see how quickly civilization fell 
after the disaster. Students gorged themselves 
on sugary snacks and fried foods, no doubt to 
store up calories for the incoming famine. The 
nights were filled with loud noises and bright 
lights, most likely to ward off  the nocturnal 
predators of  this apocalyptic wasteland. I could 
hear laughter everywhere I went, but it was a 

desperate, hollow sort, the result of  fending off  
a slow descent into madness.

Eventually, a primitive sort of  order arose from 
the chaos, a reversion back to the hunter-gather 
days of  old. Many of  the survivors had banded 
together into tribal units of  ‘brothers’ and ‘sis-
ters’ that identified themselves with letters from 
some far-off  land. With their gathered timber, 
they built makeshift huts for shelter. Those the 
tribes had rejected were forced to wander from 
hut to hut, performing menial tasks inside in 
exchange for what little aid could be provided.
There were many who tried to escape, but with 
little success. The only vehicles they could make 
were small, only big enough to hold a single 
person. Gasoline was scarce, so each vehicle 
needed to be pushed by a team of  five. There 
was a grand sendoff  one morning, where the 
tribes gathered to send their chosen champions 
down a series of  hills, praying the incline would 
be enough to launch their hopes out of  this 
desolate wasteland. Their efforts, of  course, 
were fruitless.

And yet, one day I awoke to see the survivors 
had left, the huts been dismantled, and the 
parking lot was as empty as it had been before. 
To this day, I know not what caused their dis-
appearance. Perhaps the tribes waged war in the 
night until there was nothing left. Perhaps they 
found their crops would not grow in asphalt 
and starved in the middle of  Pittsburgh’s third 
annual winter. Or maybe classes just started up 
again. Who can say, really?
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Features of 
readme’s Buggy

Driven by readme. 

Pushed by readme. 

The buggy itself  is made of  readme’s.

Faster than a speeding bullet

More powerful than a locomotive

Able to leap tall buildings in a single 
bound

 it’s a bird

 it’s a plane

 it’s Superman

Swift as a coursing river

Has all the force of  a great typhoon

And all the strength of  a raging fire

It’s mysterious as the dark side of  the 
moon

Throws bannanas behind it ala 
MarioKart

Is buggier than a 110 student’s home-
work

Punching bags extend from its sides 
ala Speed Racer

Would also never wake up at 8am to 
watch itself

Actually qualifies for rolls

Can do a wheelie 

Does not require a small, female 
driver

Has that guy from that class you 
once had as a pusher.

Has a whole team of  pushers; none 
of  them the fun kind.

Is horseless.

Will NOT “teach you how to buggy, 
teach you teach you how to buggy”

All its bitches love it.

Respects the posted speed limit.

For those of  you who pay attention to what silly 
foreigners are up to, you may think Margaret 
Thatcher recently died. readme calls bullshit! 
After learning about British culture and biology 
by watching the last 20 seasons of  Doctor Who 
in 3 days, readme understands that when British 
people die, they regenerate into a new form. We 
can only assume Thatcher has shed her aged 
original form and become a new being: the Iron 
Lady Mark II. 

According to a bunch of  nerds wearing lab 
coats, the Mark II will better allow Thatcher 
to combat the perils of  socialism currently 
overtaking England. The main improvements 
will include high-powered repulsor rays able to 
destroy excessively high taxes and explode social 
safety nets. Iron Lady Mark II will also have 
shoulder-mounted missile launchers to destroy 
enemy warships, nuclear weapons, and striking 
trade union members. 

To properly welcome Thatcher back, current 
Prime Minister David Cameron will be replaced 

with James Cameron, who will direct a feature 
film about her return. The film will showcase 
Margaret Thatcher’s new abilities, and also 
provide an intro to her newest project: joining 
the Avengers initiative. In a recent interview 
with Avengers leader Samuel L. Jackson, Jackson 
explained that Iron Lady Mark II will provide a 
boost to the team’s explosions/nonexplosions 
ratio. According to a study by the Michael Bay 
School of  Directing and Exploding Things, the 
explosion ratio (known as the KABOOM num-
ber by science-y people) is directly correlated 
with the awesomeness of  any hero team-up. 

Not all of  the Avengers are happy with their 
newest team member. Captain America is legally 
required to distrust foreigners, and Iron Man is 
deathly allergic to being upstaged. Apparently 
Hulk was very excited, as he proceeded to smash 
slightly more than he usually does, and Hulk 
only smashes when he’s excited. Or angry. Or 
bored. Or when it’s raining. He may not actually 
be excited.

Iron Lady Undergoes Upgrades



Ballroom Dance Club Lessons
Mondays & Wednesdays, 7:30-9pm, Rangos Ballroom
With Salsa Sundays, 5:30-7:30pm, Morewood Activities Room
cmubdc.org

Talk Back!
Radio show by WRCT
Tuesdays, 9pm, 88.3 FM or podcast at WRCT.org

Free Improv Comedy Workshops
With the No Parking Players improv troupe
Thursdays and Sundays, 8pm, PH A18B
No experience necessary!

Comedy Central on Campus - presented by AB Comedy 
Thursday, April 18 @ 8:00pm 
Spring Carnival Midway Tent 
Featuring Judah Friedman, Jermaine Fowler, and Nick Vatterott.
 This is a free event, tickets available at the UC Info Desk. 

Lupe Fiasco - presented by AB Concerts
 Friday, April 19 @ 8:00pm CFA Lawn (rain location: Wiegand 
Gym) Enjoy this free concert outside, weather permitting, followed 
by a fireworks show! If  it rains, the event will be held in Wiegand 
Gym, and tickets will be required for entry. 

Assassins - presented by Scotch’n’Soda Theatre 
Thurs @ 8 pm, Fri @ 2 pm and 11 pm, Sat @ 2 pm and 7 pm
UC Rangos
Tickets are $5 for CMU students and $10 for general admission

Sweepstakes Races (Buggy) Schenley Park - 
Course is on Tech St, Frew St, and Schenley Dr 
Preliminary races:
 Thursday @ 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Exhibition races: 
Friday @ 8:00 am 
Final races: 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Spring Carnival Midway Opening Ceremony 
Thursday, April 18 @ 3:00 pm Spring Carnival Midway Tent

 Game Creation Society (GCS) Arcade
 Friday and Saturday @ 12:00-5:00 pm 
Gates-Hillman Center, 4th Floor Atrium 

Kiltie Band Concert 
Thursday, April 18 @ 3:30 pm
 Spring Carnival Midway Tent  

19th Annual MOBOT Races - hosted by SCS
Friday, April 19 @ 12:00 pm Race Courses in front of  Wean Hall  

Spring Carnival & Sweepstakes Awards Ceremony 
Saturday, April 20 @ 6:00 pm Spring Carnival Midway Tent

Events and Things On and Off Campus

Django
Thursday, April 25

7pm, 9pm

Django Unchained
Friday, April 26

 7pm, 10pm, 1 am 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
 Saturday, April 27.

7pm,10pm

On a completely serious note, 

readme would like to extend condolences to those 
affected by the bombings in Boston. We hope that 
humor will help you through the hard times. Our 
thoughts are with you. 

-The readme Staff


